
Notes from Laura  

Laura English, PTSA President  

(en Español en la página 8) 

As I sit down to write this article, I 

cannot seem to find a focus.  Our 

Monthly Theme is the Environment, 

and as well as addressing our school 

recycling program, there are so many 

additional current events topics that 

are worthy of being addressed:  our 

upcoming fundraiser, the Hawk Walk; 

WASL testing; and last but certainly 

not least, this 'thing' we call the PTSA, 

which is churning at full force from 

now until the end of the school year.  

Which one do I take on as a subject for 

this column?  The bottom line is, all of 

these topics are 'big,' and all of them 

deserve equal billing.  So, I'll do my 

best to give you my overview on each. 

The Environment:  What comes to 

my mind on the subject of the 

Environment is: wow, what a 

difference 40 years makes (yes, I AM 

(continued on page 2) 
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Savanna Hewitt won the Hawk Walk and Run 2009 Logo Contest.  Her design will be 

placed on all fliers and tshirts for this exciting community event.   

Redmond Elementary held our annual 

Science Fair on March 25, 2009. Par-

ticipants entered research and/or pro-

jects ranging from why bananas turned 

brown to a scaled model of what a 

colony on Mars might look like.   

Turnout was fantastic, and students 

and families alike had a great time 

browsing through 110 amazing science 

projects!  The Lego Robotics and 

Jacobôs Ladder demo were big hits.   

The PTSA Science Fair Committee 

would like to thank the twelve 

judges.  A common sentiment among 

all judges was the difficulty in choos-

ing their favorite among all the won-

derful studentsô work.  Many thanks to 

Ms. Heid, aand all the teachers and 

staff for their help and suppor.  Most 

of all, thanks to the many dedicated 

volunteers for their time and hard 

work, and to all our students who took 

the time to research, record results and 

contemplate theories.  We couldnôt 

have done it without you! 

Congratulations to our 25 Outstanding 

Project award winners! 

Lila Balakrishnan Ryan Runtz 
Nikolay Bykov Karlie Chilcott 
Christina Dias Nolan English 

Conor Fraser Melissa Frierfeld 
Gil Guday Emily Havir 
Alexander Hoar Neha Hulkund 
Elijah Knowlton Adrien Monterrubio 
Philip Redlich Johannah Rickman 
Ayush Sharma Bruenna Stackpole 
Pearl Thiessen Morgan Tschumi 
Milan Tullock Claire Wang 
Timmy Wang Sydnee Wong 

Ellen Yin 

 

Photos from the Science Fair can be 

found on page 10. 

2009 Science Fair Proves Huge Success!  

By Cindy Poon  
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40 now)!  Do you remember the 

1970's public service campaign "Give 

a Hoot Don't Pollute?"  When I think 

of that time, I can see an obscene 

amount of waste along the freeways.  I 

remember cigarette butts thrown 

carelessly out the windows.  I 

remember the "Pitch In" signs on trash 

cans (as if people needed a reminder?).   

The word ñrecyclingò was not in my 

vocabulary as a child.  We turned off 

our lights to save on our electricity 

billsðnot to save the environment.  

Throwing my apple cores out the car 

windows when we were driving was 

not only a given, it was encouraged.  

That was such a part of life at that time 

that, even today, I sometimes get the 

urge to toss my apple core out the 

window when Iôm driving down the 

road.  Why donôt I?  First of all, I 

might get caught.  Second of all, my 

kids would be mortified!  I find it 

(continued from page 1) fascinating that, much like me using 

the car window as a trash can was a 

given when I was a kid, recycling and 

environmentalism is a 'given' for our 

kids, not only at home, but 

increasingly at school.   

In the three years my family and I 

have been part of Redmond El, we 

have watched and been active 

participants in the school proactively 

finding opportunities to reduce waste.  

For example, the cafeteria has made 

significant changes: no more 

Styrofoam plates, recycling milk 

cartons and, as of this year, collecting 

table scraps towards the cityôs food 

waste-into-sellable-compost plan.   All 

of this has reduced our garbage out of 

the building as well as decreasing the 

schoolôs bottom- line garbage costs.  

Redmond Elôs sixth graders are also 

dynamically researching methods to 

reduce the energy consumption within 

the school building.  Not only has this 

Notes from Laura  

been a great learning experience for all 

of us, we have proven that, while we 

may not yet be a ñgreen school,ò we 

sure can get close. 

Hawk Walk:   Every year at this time I 

am completely blown away by the 

commitment of our volunteers.  The 

Hawk Walk started as a small school 

activity/fundraiser, and now, eight 

years later, it is a huge community 

event that brings participants from all 

over Washington.  The Hawk Walk 

and Race is such a professionally run 

event, you'd think we outsourced some 

of its elements.  We don't!   We have 

some fabulously creative and 

organized people who have put 

together a program that looks as if a 

large event planning agency runs it, 

not a group of volunteers out of a 

small elementary school.   Hawk Walk 

not only showcases the depth and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Membership Report  
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair 

Members as of 04/06/09: 258 
Membership Goal: 250 members 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA  

Unit 2.8.46  

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us  
President: Laura English 

Executive VP: Koquisa Taylor 
Newsletter Editors: Elena Savage & 

Elizabeth Hansford 
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.702.3419 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer 

Bank Balance as of 03/01/09 ........... $21,533.73  

Bank Balance as of 03/01/09 ........... $27,496.87 

Income: March YTD 

Fundraising Income* $1,092.48 $11,240.66 

Membership Dues** $10.00 $2,454.00 

Pass The Hat $0.00 $8,873.00 

Corporate Matching $2,650.00 $13,731.59 

Hawk Walk $3,945.00 $3,945.00 

Miscellaneous Income $1,069.76 $3,814.34 

Total $8,767.24 $44,058.59 

Expenses: March YTD 

Communications $136.00 $851.02 

Community Services $544.00 $1,937.12 

Community Service Grants $80.00 $1,109.53 

Enrichment $213.84 $21,068.16 

School Services $932.50 $5,376.00 

School Services Grants $97.15 $2,843.05 

Fundraising Expenses* $681.60 $6,159.51 

Cost of Business** $119.01 $2,997.16 

Total $2,804.10 $42,341.55 
 

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due 

catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national 

PTAs for individual membership fees.  
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(en Español en la página 9) 

Earth Day is April 22, 2009.  What 

does that mean to you and your 

children?   

When I was a child, we never even 

talked about the earthôs resources, 

global warming, recycling or anything 

else of that nature.  In fact, we burned 

any garbage that couldnôt be composted 

and never even had garbage pick up 

until I was a teenager (now you realize 

why Iôm retiringéIôm old).   

Over the years, our awareness of our 

earth has changed, and today our chil-

dren expect every street corner to have 

a recycling bin like we expected every 

drugstore to have a phone booth.  Our 

children want to save the earth, and I 

just love that tour children are growing 

up with an awareness of the earth 

which many of us didnôt have until 

well into our adulthood.   

Below is a four week plan towards 

becoming ñgreener,ò which I saw in an 

article and thought I would share.  I 

am trying to implement all of them 

into my life, although I admit some 

habits are hard to break.  Still, all the 

following suggestions are simple, 

inexpensive and fairly easy to manage.  

ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Janice Heid, Principal 

If we all just followed this plan, imag-

ine the huge difference we would 

make to our world, and to the future 

world in which our children will live.  

Week 1 

¶ Replace your incandescent bulbs 

with compact fluorescent bulbs. 

¶ Avoid ñto-goò packaging - get 

glass mugs, eat on the premises, 

refillable water bottles, etc. 

¶ Wash your clothes on the cold 

setting. 

¶ Combine your errands for the 

week to one day (save time and 

money). 

Week 2 

¶ Turn your thermostat down. 

¶ Go to http://earth911.com/ and 

maybe even make a little money 

on the side. 

¶ Stop by the local farmerôs market 
to get your produce (i.e. buy local 

foods). 

Week 3 

¶ Buy a canvas bag for all your 

shopping. 

¶ Buy reusable coffee filters. 

¶ Install a low-flow shower-head. 

Week 4 

¶ Run your dishwasher only it when 

itôs packed.  If you donôt have a 

full load, wash by hand. 

¶ Turn the water off when youôre 
brushing your teeth, and fill your 

sink with water before washing 

dishes.  Both are easy ways to cut 

down on water usage. 

¶ Plan your purchases: get smaller 

more fuel efficient cars, buy  

energy-efficient appliances and 

electronics. 

Remember: Earth Day is April 22.  

Talk with your family about what you 

can do to manage our earthôs resources 

more effectively.  Set goals as indi-

viduals and as families.  Everything 

we do either helps the earth or harms  

the earth.  Most importantly, listen to 

our children: they are a wonderful re-

source of knowledge and innovation, 

and they care deeply for our world.   

ñ...listen to your children: they 

are a wonderful resource of 

knowledge and innovation, 

and they care deeply for our 

world.ò 

Staff Appreciation 
Dayé. 

ééis on its way in May!   

Please help us make this a special day 

for our teachers.  We need raffle 

prizes , food, and your time .   

If you can bring in treats, donate a raffle 

prize, volunteer your time or have ideas 

to help us make this a fabulous day for 

all our great teachers, please contact 

Alina Mars at 425 - 869 - 5426           
or alinamars@yahoo.com  

Earth Day Facts  

Earth Day is a relatively new holiday and was first celebrated on April 22 in 1970. 

April 22 is the first official day of Spring in the Northern hemisphere and of Fall in 

the Southern hemisphere and was chosen to be Earth Day for this reason. 

Earth Day was founded by a senator of Wisconsin and the day is credited for  

creating the environmentalism movement 

The first wildlife refuge was formed on Pelican Island Florida in 1903. 

The world's first national park was started in 1872 at Yellowstone National Park in 

the US. 

Source: http://www.yumsugar.com/219708 
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HawkTalk Focus: Sheree Hathaway  

As part of an ongoing effort to intro-

duce our hard-working Redmond El 

staff members to you, this month the 

HawkTalk focuses on Sheree Hatha-

way, one of our multi-talented Instruc-

tional Assistants.  When not braving 

the weather to help our families cross 

the street safely (among other duties), 

Mrs. Hathaway likes to drive around 

town on her new scooter.   

Name: Sheree (Nelson) Hathaway 

Birthday : March 5th  

Hometown or Place of Birth:  

Bellingham, WA  

Family: Husband Gordon, married 28 

year; daughter Joelle, 26 and getting 

her masters at Duke University;  

son-in-law Brent Smith, getting his 

masters in Special Education in North 

Carolina; son Nick, 22 working as a 

machinist in Bellingham.  

Education: grew up in Bellingham 

schools, got a BA from Western 

Washington University.  

Position at Redmond El:  Instruc-

tional Asst., Crossing Guard, Recess 

McDonald õs   

Students  of the Month  

Congratulations to the following 

students who have been selected as 

McDonaldôs Students of the Month for 

March. These awards are given for 

Academic Excellence and being an 

example of the life skills of respect, 

courtesy, friendship, and courage.  

Kindergarten:  Arianna Quan 

First:   Lora Batchvarova  

Second:  Ginny Kammeyer  

Third :  Anton Hvidtfeldt  

Fourth:  Eduardo Cruz-Apantipan  

Fifth :  Vita Mandroshchuk                                          

Sixth:  Mimi Ruo  

Redmond Elõs  

March Peacebuilders  

The following students are recognized 

for being examples of good Peace-

builders for their peers. 

Kinder garten, 1st and 1/2:  Nicolas 

Daniele, Michael Berman, Olivia Wil-

liams, Alex Coney, Varun Venkatesh, 

Tiffani Meja 

2nd, 3rd,  3/4 and 4th:  Christopher 

Mejia, Dionte Cox, Alan Bryant,   

Jeffrey Walton, Trevor Christensen, 

Donya Ostadhaji, Brijenna Stackpole  

5th, 5/6 and 6th: Jordi Monterubbio 

and Sarah Johnson, Coby Colson, Lila  

Balakrishnan, Sharada Tangirala and 

Connor Proehl 

Monitor, Lunchroom Monitor, Kinder-

garten ELL, Kinder Reading, Office 

Aide, 1/2 split aide 

For how long at Redmond El:  

11 years  

Previous job, where and what:  

Before starting in the school district 15 

years ago, I was a grocery checker at 

QFC for 10 years. 

Hobbies: Quilting; I make a lot of 

cards for family and friends; gardening 

in the spring and summer;  riding my 

new little scooter (with my pink  

helmet) when itôs sunny.  

Favorite Food:   chocolate, milk 

(chocolate and white), shrimp scampi 

(or basically any kind of shrimp)  

Travels:  Weôll be going to North 

Carolina in May for Joelleôs gradua-

tion from grad school, but Iôve only 

traveled in the US. My favorite places 

to go are Seaside/Cannon Beach Ore-

gon and Hawaii.  Now that my chil-

dren no longer live at home, Iôd like to 

travel more. 

What do you like about Redmond El 

most? The diversity of the student 

body and the great staff we have 

here.  My favorite grade level to work 

with is Kindergarten; they are always 

fun and entertaining.  I always get to 

do the glitter and glue projects.  

A favorite memory from your own 

elementary school days? I remember 

being a crossing guard in 5th grade 

[and that] our end of the year party 

was at a small amusement park out at 

Birch Bay.  I also remember making a 

volcano in 4th grade and how much fun 

it was to see it erupt.   

Itôs never too late to  

JOIN PTSA  

And get your own copy of the Stu-

dent Directory, a must-have for every 

household.  

membership@redmondelptsa.org 

www.redmondelptsa.org 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to the Elementary Orchestra for their 

concert on March 18th, and 

the Advanced Elementary Band for their 

Regional Concert on March 26th. 

 

Fabulous performances by all!  
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DID YOU KNOW?  

Everyone  is welcome to attend the 

PTSA Board meetings! 

Meetings are held monthly - the 3rd 

Thursday of the month from 7 -9pm. 

Come to listen, come to learn, or come 

to contribute. 

2008-2009 Board Meeting Dates  

May 14 

For more information email 

info@redmondelptsa.org  

Notes from Laura  

¶ we have a week of recognizing 

our teachers and staff for their 

dedication to our students; 

¶ we have a luncheon for our 

volunteers and many more events 

like this; 

¶ Not to mention our usual events 

like Passport Club, Popcorn 

Fridays and Accelerated Reader 

(to name a few).  

 This is where you come in.  Please 

realize that our board has done the best 

we can to reach out to our school 

community.  We don't always get it 

right, but it's not for trying, and while I 

am truly amazed by the amount of 

parent support we do receive, 

sometimes weôve been known to miss 

opportunities to reach out.  I take full 

responsibility for that.  But if you 

would like to help, now or next year, 

and you haven't yet heard from any of 

us, please let us know!   

If you have ideas about fundraising, 

programs, communications or any 

other element of our PTSA, please 

share!  We would love to tap into 

othersô ideas for moving forward.  

After all, the more people involved, 

the more people we can spread the 

tasks to, the more things we will 

accomplish with class and high-

qualityéand yes, the less burnt out we 

will all feel at the end of the year!  As 

the somewhat-annoying-but-accurate 

High School Musical song goes, 

"We're all in this together!"   

Writing this article has felt like how I 

see the final stretch of this year: there is 

so much to say and to do from here 

until June, it can be a challenge for all 

of us to keep things straight sometimes!  

Butéwe have always done a stellar job 

in making it through, and I believe this 

year will be no exception.  Thank you 

all for your support and dedication to 

the school.  Your effort and 

commitment has not gone unnoticed.  I 

appreciate all of you! 

breadth of service within the school, it 

is the flagship event for our school by 

showcasing our community and our 

commitment to fitness.  Our Hawk 

Walk has reached beyond the 

boundaries of Redmond, and, in fact, 

last year we were contacted by other 

schools around the United States for 

advice on how to run an event of this 

scale at their schools.   We ROCK!!!! 

WASL:   I don't have much to say 

about the WASL, because this year 

will be my first and last exposure to it: 

next year, we will be doing something 

different to assess our students and 

teachers at the elementary level.  I do 

know that all of usðparents, students, 

and even teachers and staff--can get 

very stressed over the WASL.  We all 

need to respect that everyone is doing 

the best they can with the resources 

they have.  Standardized testing on the 

whole is definitely a conundrum to 

me, because Iôve labeled myself a 

ñbad tester.ò   Knowing this about 

myself, I am deliberately NOT making 

a big deal about it with my daughter.   

She thinks that chewing gum in school 

is cool...and I'm letting her keep those 

thoughts versus the stressful ñdo your 

best, focus, read all the instructions, 

cross your Tôs and dot your Iôsò.  I am 

faithful that Redmond Elôs staff will 

keep disruptions to a minimal to the best 

of their ability, that my daughterôs 

teacher will prepare her to the best of her 

ability, and that my daughter will do 

what she can to the best of her ability.  

That is all Iðor any of usðcan ask. 

PTSA óbusy-nessô:  In the next 3 

months, there is a laundry list of 

activities that involve focus by our 

PTSA board and volunteers.  I 

mentioned the Hawk Walk above, but 

thatôs not the only thing we are 

working on:  

¶ we need to set the budget for next 

year and get it approved; 

(Continued from page 2) 

Pennies for Peace 

Drive Great Success  

When you have a group of sixth grad-

ers that put their heads together for a 

project, never underestimate them. We 

have raised $1,137.34 for schools in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan. Congratula-

tions! 

Thank you to the families of  the  

Redmond Elementary Community 

for making this happen!   

Redmond Elementary  
Leadership Group  

Kyra Bliss 

Julia Rettig 

Grace Mahan 

Braydon Walker 

Mahre Connor 

Nikki  Dees 

Savanna Hewitt 

Sharada Tanguala 

Danuta Egle 

Ben Hansford 

Dorian Graylee 

ñItôs not our weaknesses that 

frighten us.  Itôs our 

strengths.ò 

ðNelson Mandela 
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TAKE A LOOK!  

Check out the  PTSA website at 

www.redmondelptsa.org  

It has a wealth of information about all of 

our programs and much more. If you 

think of other information youôd like to 

see on the site, contact the webmaster 

at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org. 

Where in the world  

is that map?!  

By Janitzia Pizarro 

Passport Check Days is fast approach-

ing, and you've looked everywhere! 

Still, that monthly map seems to have 

gone the way of your missing left 

glove. Yes, those 

pesky Passport 

Club monthly 

maps have the 

most annoying 

habit of disap-

pearing when you 

need them most!  

If this sounds like your household last 

Thursday of every month, well, your 

problems might be over!  Now you 

have the option of downloading Pass-

port Club© material from the Red-

mond Elementary PTSA site 

www.redmondelptsa.org.  

Note that all Passport Club© docu-

ments on the site are password pro-

tected. To find out the magic word that 

will open the gate to the enchanted 

world of maps galore, please email 

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org. 

todos nosotros ï padres, estudiantes, e 

incluso profesores y personal ï nos 

estresamos con el WASL.  Debemos 

comprender que todos hacemos lo 

mejor que podemos con los recursos 

con los que contamos.  Los exámenes 

estandarizados son definitivamente un 

problema para mí, porque me he 

calificado a m² misma como ñmala 

para los ex§menesò.  Sabiendo esto 

sobre mí misma, trato de mantenerlos 

en perspectiva frente a mi hija.  Ella 

cree que masticar goma de mascar en 

la escuela es ñcoolòé y yo la dejo ser, 

en lugar de irme por ñhazlo lo mejor 

posible, concéntrate, lee las 

instrucciones, f²jate en los detallesò. 

Tengo confianza en que el personal 

mantendrá las interrupciones al 

mínimo en la medida de sus 

posibilidades, y que la profesora de mi 

hija la preparó lo mejor posible, y que 

mi hija lo hará lo mejor posible. Eso es 

todo lo que yo ï o cualquiera de 

nosotros ï podemos pedir. 

óPTSActividadesô: En los pr·ximos 3 

meses, hay una lista variada de 

actividades que requieren de la 

completa atención de nuestro consejo 

directivo de PTSA y de nuestros 

voluntarios.  Ya mencioné la carrera 

de los Halcones, pero esa es sólo una 

de las muchas cosas en las que 

estamos trabajando: 

¶ Necesitamos determinar y aprobar 

el presupuesto del año próximo; 

¶ Tenemos una semana entera para 

celebrar y reconocer el trabajo de 

nuestros profesores y personal por 

su dedicación a nuestros 

estudiantes 

¶ Tenemos un almuerzo en honor de 

nuestros voluntarios, clases de 

natación para 3er grado, 

Graduación y muchos más eventos 

como éstos; 

(Continued from page 8) ¶ Todo esto adicionalmente a 

nuestros programas habituales 

tales como Passport Club, 

Popcorn Friday y Accelerated 

Reader (s·lo por mencionar 

algunos). 

Y aquí es donde entra usted.  Espero 

que vea que nuestro consejo directivo 

ha hecho lo mejor que ha podido para 

comunicarse con la comunidad.  No 

siempre nos sale bien, pero no es por 

falta de ganas, y aunque siempre me 

sorprende gratamente el gran apoyo 

prestado por los padres, algunas veces 

hemos desperdiciado oportunidades y 

ofertas de ayuda.  Me hago 

responsable de dichas omisiones.  Pero 

si usted quisiera ayudar, ya sea ahora o 

el año próximo, y no le hemos llamado 

para nada, ¡no faltaba más, por favor 

póngase en contacto con nosotros! Si 

tiene ideas para recaudar fondos, algún 

comunicado de interés general o 

comentarios para PTSA, lo invitamos 

a compartirlo con nosotros. Nos 

encantaría escuchar ideas que nos 

ayuden a seguir adelante.  Después de 

todo, mientras más manos tengamos 

para ayudar, mayor y de más calidad 

es el número de cosas que podemos 

lograréy s², tambi®n todos nos 

sentiremos menos agotados al final del 

año escolar. Como dice la canción de 

High School Musical: Weôre all in this 

together! (¡Todos estamos metidos en 

esto!) 

Escribir este artículo ha sido como ver 

el trecho final de este año escolar: hay 

tanto que decir y que hacer de aquí a 

junio, que es difícil para todos que no 

se nos escapen los detalles, peroé 

siempre hemos hecho un estupendo 

trabajo en lograrlo, y creo que este año 

no será la excepción.  Gracias a todos 

por su apoyo y dedicación a la escuela.  

Sus esfuerzos y compromiso no han 

escapado la atención de los demás.  En 

verdad, los aprecio profundamente. 

 

Notas de Laura  

ñSpring is when you feel like 

whistling even with a shoe full 

of slush.ò 

ðDoug Larson 

http://www.redmondelptsa.org/
mailto:passportclub@redmondelptsa.org


April  2009  7 Hawk Talk 

Tips to Help Your Child Succeed on the WASL: Grades 3rd -6th  

By Leslie Fields 

Used Book Fair receives Record Number of Book Donations  

By Shelia Kandeler and Elaine  Paul 

Left, Betty Zalinski, a 

kindergartener in Mrs. 

Petersô class, checks 

out the books at the 

Used Book Fair.  

The 2009 Used Book Fair was a great 

success. Because we received such a 

great number of donations this year, 

not only did every Redmond El stu-

dent received two free books, but at 

the end of the event the teachers were 

also able to come through on the last 

day and choose about twenty books 

each for their class-

rooms.   

After selling some of 

the remaining books 

to Half Price Books, 

the final figure raised 

The WASL is scheduled for the week 

of April 13th through April 23rd, and 

all students in grades third through 

sixth will be taking this state-

standardized test.  The idea of stan-

dardized testing might be very nerve-

racking for some students.  Although 

teachers in all pertinent grades will be 

preparing their students on testing pro-

cedures and behavior expectations, 

you and/or your child might still have 

questions.  Below are some tips for the 

upcoming test as well as establishing 

long-range study habits.  Please donôt 

hesitate to contact your childôs teacher, 

the schoolôs counselor Ms. Fields or 

the Principal Miss Heid if you have 

further concerns or questions.  Also, 

please make sure to notify your childôs 

teacher if s/he will be absent during 

the week of testing. 

WASL Testing Tips for Parents  

Life at home can greatly influence 

your childôs performance on a test.  

Your child will do better on the 

WASL if: 

¶ They feel good about themselves, 

others, and the testing situation 

itself. 

¶ They know their parents, brothers, 

sisters and friends see them as 

worthwhile individuals. 

¶ You and your family care about 

what is happening to your child at 

home and school before, during 

and after the test. 

Taking tests such as the WASL or 

every day, run-of-the-mill curriculum 

tests are easier, on the whole, if stu-

dents already have clear, consistent 

routines for studying.  Good work hab-

its carry our children from kindergar-

ten all the way through college and 

even into the working world.  For the 

long term: 

¶ Try to establish a study routine for   

your child. You might even set 

aside a special place in your home 

for studying. 

¶ Work with your childôs teacher to 
help him/her build good study 

habits. 

¶ Be positive about testing.  Tests 

are a chance for your child to 

show what he or she can do. 

Most important, show a real interest in 

school no matter what the situation.  

Your attitude has a very strong effect 

on how your child feels.  Remember 

that testing is only a part of the total 

school activity.  You and the teacher 

are partners in the important job of 

teaching, and an interested and helpful 

parent is a very valuable asset to the 

learning experience. 

I hope that these tips are helpful to 

you.  Although the tips can be given 

special emphasis at testing times, re-

member that many of them can be use-

ful every day in helping your child 

with school. 

by the Used Book Fair was $974!   

Other remaining books were donated 

to Neighborhood Schoolhouse to be 

given away at Family Fun Night and 

to Camp Korey, a camp for seriously 

ill children and their families, for their 

April 18th ógarage saleô fundraiser. 

Eli Knowlton, Meghna Shankar, Nicole 

Kim, and Carmen McRae read their  

selections. 

Thank you to all our Redmond fami-

lies who donated books to our Used 

Book Fairðwe could not have had 

such a great selection without you--

and to all our volunteers who put in so 

much time and effort!   
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Abril de 2009 

Notas de Laura  

Laura English, PTSA President  

Al momento de sentarme a 

escribir este artículo, no logro 

encontrar un tópico. Nuestro tema del 

mes es el ambiente, y podría elaborar 

sobre nuestro programa escolar de 

reciclado, así como de los muchos 

tópicos que merecen ser discutidos: 

nuestro próximo evento, la carrera de 

los Halcones, los exámenes WASL, y 

por ¼ltimo esta ócosaô que llamamos 

PTSA, que está trabajando a todo lo que 

da de aquí al final del año escolar.  ¿A 

cuál tomaré como tópico de esta 

columna? Al final de cuentas, todos ellos 

son ógrandesô, y todos ellos merecen el 

mismo crédito.  Así que trataré de darles 

un resumen de cada uno. 

El ambiente:  Lo que me viene a la 

mente sobre el ambiente es: ¡guau, qué 

diferencia hacen 40 años (así es, ya 

tengo 40)! No sé si se acuerden de 

aquella campa¶a de los 70ôs ñGive a 

hoot, donôt polluteò. Cuando me 

acuerdo de aquellos tiempos, recuerdo 

el montón de basura en las carreteras.  

Recuerdo cómo la gente tiraba las 

boquillas de los cigarros por la 

ventanilla sin pensarlo dos veces.  

Recuerdo los carteles de ñPonga la 

basura en su lugarò en los botes de 

basura (como si la gente necesitara 

recordatorios). 

La palabra reciclar no estaba en mi 

vocabulario de la infancia.  

Apagábamos las luces para ahorrar 

electricidad ï no para preservar el 

ambiente. En aquellos tiempos mis 

papás me decían que estaba bien 

arrojar los centros de las manzanas por 

la ventanilla. Todo esto era parte de la 

vida entonces, y aún ahora todavía 

siento la compulsión de tirar los restos 

de mi manzana por la ventanilla. ¿Por 

qué ya no lo hago? Primero, porque 

me pueden atrapar haciéndolo. 

Segundo, ¡porque mis hijos se 

avergonzarían mucho de mí! Me 

parece fascinante que, tal como usar la 

ventanilla como bote de basura era la 

norma en mi infancia, hoy en día 

reciclar y cuidar el ambiente es la 

norma para nuestros hijos, tanto en 

casa como en la escuela.  

En los tres años que mi familia ha sido 

parte de la comunidad de Redmond 

Elementary, hemos presenciado y 

participado en los esfuerzos de la 

escuela para reducir desperdicio.  Por 

ejemplo, la cafetería ha realizado 

cambios significativos: no más platos 

desechables, reciclado de los cartones 

de leche y, comenzando este año, 

recolección de desperdicios orgánicos 

y sobras de comida para el programa 

de composta de la ciudad.   Todo esto 

ha reducido el volumen de basura 

producido por la escuela y así como 

los costos de recolección de basura. 

Asimismo, los estudiantes de sexto 

grado están investigando maneras de 

reducir el consumo de energía dentro 

del edificio.  Todo esto prueba que, 

aunque todavía no podemos ser 

considerados una escuela ñverdeò, nos 

estamos acercando bastante. 

Hawk Walk:  Cada a¶o por estas 

fechas me siento totalmente 

maravillada ante el nivel de 

compromiso de nuestros voluntarios.  

La carrera de los Halcones comenzó 

como una pequeña actividad escolar 

para recaudar fondos, y ahora, ocho 

años después, es un enorme evento 

comunitario que atrae participantes de 

toda la región.  La carrera de los 

Halcones es un evento organizado de 

manera tan profesional, que cualquiera 

pensaría que hemos contratado 

personal para hacerse cargo de algunos 

elementos. ¡Pues no! Aquí en la 

escuela tenemos una buena cantidad 

de gente organizada y creativa que ha 

planeado un evento de tal manera que 

luce como si una gran agencia se 

hiciera cargo, no un grupo de 

voluntarios en una pequeña escuela 

primaria.  La carrera de los Halcones 

no sólo representa la imagen viva del 

servicio voluntario dentro de nuestra 

escuela, es el evento que representa 

nuestro compromiso con la salud, 

dentro de nuestra comunidad.  Nuestra 

carrera ha crecido más allá de los 

límites de Redmond y, de hecho, 

hemos recibido peticiones de otras 

escuelas en otros lugares de los 

Estados Unidos, que quieren saber 

cómo organizar un evento similar.  

¡Somos lo máximo! 

WASL: No tengo mucho que 

comentar sobre el WASL, porque este 

año será mi primera y única 

experiencia con él: el año próximo 

cambiará el método de cuantificación 

del progreso de estudiantes y 

profesores a nivel primaria.  Yo sé que 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora  

Janice Heid, Principal 

El 22 de abril es el Día de la Tierra. 

¿Qué significa eso para usted y sus 

hijos? 

Cuando era niña, no se hablaba de los 

recursos naturales, o del calentamiento 

global, reciclado ni  nada de eso. De 

hecho, quemábamos cualquier basura 

que no pudiera ser usada como abono 

y no fue sino hasta mi adolescencia 

que tuvimos servicio de recolección de 

basura (ahora ya ven porqué me voy a 

retirar é ya estoy mayorcita). 

A lo largo de los años, ha cambiado 

nuestra percepción sobre la Tierra, y 

ahora nuestros hijos esperan que en 

cada rincón exista un recipiente de 

reciclado de la misma manera que an-

tes esperábamos que cada tiendita tu-

viera un teléfono público. Nuestros 

hijos quieren salvar la tierra, y me pa-

rece muy bien que estén creciendo con 

una conciencia ambiental que muchos 

de nosotros no tuvimos sino hasta ya 

entrados en la edad adulta. 

Bajo este párrafo encontrará un plan 

de cuatro semanas que le ayudará a ser 

m§s ñverdeò. Vi este plan en un art²cu-

lo y pensé que sería bueno compartir-

lo.  Estoy tratando de implementarlo 

Semana 3 

¶ Compre bolsas reusables para car-

gar sus compras. 

¶ Compre filtros para café reusables. 

¶ Instale una regadera de bajo flujo. 

Semana 4 

¶ Encienda su lavadora automática 

de trastos sólo cuando esté llena. 

Si no tiene muchos trastos que 

lavar, lávelos a mano.  

¶ Cierre la llave del agua mientras 

se cepilla los dientes, y ponga sus 

trastos a remojar antes de lavarlos.  

¶ Planee sus compras: considere un 

automóvil con mayor eficiencia de 

combustible, así como aparatos 

electrodomésticos y electrónicos 

más eficientes. 

Recuerde: el 22 de abril es Día de la 

Tierra.  Hable con su familia acerca de 

lo que pueden hacer para usar los re-

cursos de la tierra más eficientemente.  

Plantéense metas individuales y fami-

liares.  Todo lo que hacemos o bien 

beneficia nuestro planeta, o lo daña.  

Sobre todo, escuche a sus hijos: ellos 

son un estupendo recurso de conoci-

miento e innovación, y a ellos les im-

porta mucho cuidar nuestro ambiente.  

en mi vida, aunque debo admitir que 

algunos hábitos son difíciles de rom-

per.  Aún así, todas las sugerencias 

siguientes son simples, baratas y senci-

llas.  Si todos siguiéramos este plan, 

imagine la gran diferencia que podría-

mos hacer en el mundo, y en el mundo 

en el que vivirán nuestros hijos. 

Semana 1 

¶ Reemplace sus focos incandescen-

tes con focos fluorescentes com-

pactos. 

¶ Evite las cosas ñpara llevarò ï 

consiga tazas reusables, coma en 

el sitio, use botellas reusables de 

agua, etc.  

¶ Lave su ropa con agua fría. 

¶ Combine sus salidas de la seman  

en un solo día (ahorre tiempo y 

dinero).  

Semana 2 

¶ Baje la temperatura del termostato 

de su sistema de calefacción. 

¶ Visite  http://earth911.com/  y 

puede que hasta haga un poco de 

dinero. 

¶ Compre su comida en los merca-

dos locales (compre alimentos 

producidos localmente). 

Signs of Spring  

Can you spot the signs of spring in the following photographs? 
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Enrichment  

Left, Projects 

displayed at the 

Science Fair on 

March 25.   

 

 

 

Right, Ms. Heid 

congratulates an 

Outstanding  

Project Winner. 

A Redmond El Family studies a science 

project on  growing plants. 

A Redmond El student  looks at the 

model of a Mars Colony 

Participants and families gather for the  

Outstanding Project Awards 

Sydnee Wong won an 

Outstanding Project 

award for her research 

into using cell phones 

while driving. 

Karlie Chilcott was an Outstanding  

Project award winner. 

Maxine  Zhang, a 1st grader in  

Ms. Burtonôs class, demonstrates  

magnetic qualities of iron filings 

Science Fair in Pictures  

Story on page 1 
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Interested in Joining the Redmond El PTSA Board?  

The Nominating Committee is currently looking for volunteers interested in joining the PTSA Board for the 2009/2010 

school year. 

Come join other parents in working with our school for benefit of our students. For more information, contact the Nominating 

Committee by either leaving us a note with the office or emailing nomcomm@redmondelptsa.org and someone will get back to you. 

Enrichment  

Redmond El Chess Club Sweeps Education Hill Tournament  

By Elena Savage 

The Redmond Elementary Chess Club 

gave a very strong showing at the Edu-

cation Hill Chess Tournament held at 

Horace Mann Elementary School on 

February 28. 

At the Kindergarten level, Garrett 

Price, with a score of 4.0, earned 1st 

place and qualified for the State Tour-

nament.  David Thorn scored 3.5, 

placed fourth and also qualified for 

State.  Keith Christensen (HNM) 

scored 2.0. 

For the 1-3 grade level, Redmond El 

won the 1st Place Team Trophy.  

Trevor Christensen scored a 4.5, 

placed 2nd with an undefeated record 

and qualified for State.  Tudor Fanaru 

earned a 4.0.  Tudor placed 4th and 

qualified for State. 

Also at the 1-3 grade level, Rock Jia, 

Connor Johnson RKW, Alex Omusaru 

(ENS), Kavi Singh, McKinley Roshak, 

Timmy Wang, Liam Savage and  

Varun Venkatesh scored a 3.0 and 

qualified for State.  Neil Rajurs scored 

a 2.5.  Robert Hitch and Griffin White 

earned scores of 2.0. and Annika 

Christensen earned a 1.0. 

Redmond El won the 1st place Team 

Trophy at the 4-6 grade level.  Sean 

Burzynski earned a 4.0, placed 4th and 

qualified for State.  Ryan Saathoff 

earned a 3.5, placed 5th and qualified 

for State.  Andrew Cao, Jordan Price 

and Ethan Raffman all earned scores 

of 3.0.  Andrew placed 6th and Jordan 

placed 7th.  All three qualified for the 

State Tournament.    Michael Thorn,  

Michael Vaschillo and Nikolay Bykov 

all earned scores of 2.0. 

Redmond El Chess Club 1-3 Team, back 

to front, l-r: Trevor Christianson, Robert 

Hitch, Tudor Fanaru, Liam Savage, 

Griffin White, Varun Venkatesh, Neil 

Rajurs, Garrett Price, Timmy Wang, 

Rock Jia, Mckinley Roshak, Kavi Singh 

Ryan Saathoff prepares to play at the 

Horace Mann tournament 

Kavi Singh talks to a friend before his 

round begins 

Garrett Price won 1st Place at the Kin-

dergarten level and qualified for the 

State Tournament to take place in April. 

Redmond El Chess Club 4-6 Team, back 

to front, l-r:  Ryan Saathoff, Ethan Raff-

man, Jordan Price, Andrew Cao, Sean 

Burzynski, Nikolay Bykov.  
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Passport Club Itinerary  

The Passport Club check day for  

May 1.  RE-check is May 4-8.  Below 

is the itinerary for the first three levels.  

Level 1: Egypt, Kenya, Germany, 

Mexico, Greece 

Level 2:  Bolivia, Liberia, Madagas-

car, Saudi Arabia, Serbia 

Level 3: Brunei, Azerbaijan, Central 

African Republic, Gabon, 

Gambia 

Left My Heart in Deutschland  

By Red the Bear 

April Passport Club Map never fails to 

bring fond memories of that occasion 

when I hitched a ride to Germany with 

Mrs. Rettig.  Spring was in the air, and 

you could see Maypoles everywhere.   

As you well know, Germany is lo-

cated in the heart of Europe, in the 

northern hemisphere.  May isnôt that 

warm in those places, but the friendli-

ness of people sure make up for 

weather shortcomings!  Being an  

underage bear, I didnôt get to taste any 

of the famous beers and wines of the 

region, but I was more than satisfied 

eating a dozen different varieties of 

sausages.  My naturally warm and 

fuzzy nature helped me to get around 

meeting lots of people, in spite of not 

knowing one word of German, and let 

me tell you: Germany can feel a bit 

crowded!  Germany is about twice as 

big as the state of Washington, but 

its population is more than twelve 

times that of our state.    

On my next trip to Germany, I will try 

to make it to Berlin, the capital city.  

Thereôs so much to be learned by 

roaming its streets. After WWII, Ger-

many was divided, and Berlin was 

almost destroyed.  Buildings hundreds 

of years old lay in ruins.  The German 

people rebuilt their entire city using 

pictures and blueprints as reference.  

Then, from 1962 to 1989, Berlin was 

divided by a long  wall that cut the city 

in half, with one half belonging to 

West Germany and the other to East 

Germany. Traveling from the East 

part to the West part was not allowed.   

Checking the goods at a bakery in the 

Rhineland. My favorite one was, of 

course, the Amerikaner, a lemon frosted 

sweet pastry.  

In 1989, East Germany decided to al-

low its citizens to travel to West Ger-

many, and the wall was destroyed.  It 

was a wonderful day that filled the 

world with hope.  One year later, in 

1990, Germany was reunified.   

By the way, here in the Seattle area we 

have the opportunity to see a not-so-

little piece of history! A slab of the 

Berlin Wall  can be admired in the 

Center House at Seattle Center.  

To know more about Redôs journey 

around the world, please visit: 

www.travelpod.com/members/

reds_adventure 

Amerikaners  

The Amerikaner's are classic with white sugar frosting. (Sometimes half white half black) For your 

child's birthday party for example you can decorate them with gummy bears, m & m or colored 

sugar sprinkles. This recipe makes 6 large Amerikaner or 12 small ones (than reduce the dough 

portion for each Amerikaner to half).  

Ingredients:  Frosting: 
¾ cup margarine, unsalted ½ cup milk 
ӏ cup sugar 6 tsp powdered sugar 
¾ tbsp vanilla sugar (sold at Cost Plus Market,  Lemon juice (to taste) 

or can substitute with 1 tsp extract) 
2 eggs 
2 cups plain flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
Lemon extract (to taste) 
 

Beat the margarine, sugar, vanilla sugar and eggs until frothy. Combine flour with baking powder 

and add to the margarine-egg mixture. Season with lemon extract to desired taste. Pre-heat oven to 
390 F. Line a cookie sheet with baking parchment. Drop by tablespoonfuls onto cookie sheet, 2 

inch apart. They will double in size during baking. Bake for 13-15 min until light brown (do not 
overbake!). Meanwhile combine the confectioner's sugar and the lemon juice to make the frosting. 

Brush on the frosting while they are warm. 
 

Prep time: 15 min., Total time: 30 min.  Serves 6 - 302 cal per serving 
Source: http://www.marions-kochbuch.de/rezept/0475.htm 
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Student Page  

Submitting items for Student Pages  

Are you a student interested in submitting your writing, drawing, or other printable creative work to the Hawk Talk? Has your class done something youôd like to 

report on? Weôd love to see it or hear about it!  

You can send your submissions to us via the office or email (or have your parents email it) to  

hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If your submission passes our editorial review, weôll publish it in the next Hawk Talk as room permits. Be sure to include your name 

and teacherôs name on your submissions so we can contact you and return any original work submitted. 

ñMaui,ò an ink drawing  

by Adrian Monterrubio, 2nd grade, Ms. Broadie 

Students in Ms. Heitlaufôs class take advantage of the warm 

weather 

ñRosesò by Liam Savage, 3rd grade, Ms. Gross 

Ms. Heitlaufôs 3rd grade class took 

advantage of the nice weather the week 

after Spring Break to read outside 
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School Happenings  

School Happenings: A Monthly Grade Level Update  

Compiled by Diane Huseman and Michele Nice 

ture.  We are now working on word art; 

inking in words to form a picture of that 

word.  For example, writing the letters 

for ñappleò in the shape of an apple, and 
then erasing all of the marks that are not 

inked letters. 

Sixth  Grade 

Math: We have been working in our 

two-dimensional Geometry unit ï Cov-

ering and Surrounding.  We have learned 

how to find the perimeters and areas for 

any three sided figure, (triangles), and 

four sided figures, ( rectangles/

parallelograms).  We are now learning 

how to work with circles!  A lot of time 
has been devoted to problem solving 

strategies, practicing mental math skills, 

and WASL mathematics problems.  Sci-

ence:  We have learned the attributes of 

light and forms of energy in our Light 

unit.  Art: We have integrated our Ge-

ometry math concepts into our art this 

month and have created wonderful tes-

sellation projects.  Other News:  We are 

caring for our salmon tank and preparing 

for our big ñreleaseò in Mackey Creek 

on April 10th!  Our two student teachers 
have started their full time internship 

with both 6th grade classes and will be 

with us until the end of the year. 

Quest  5/6 Grade 

Math: We have finished Bits & Pieces 

III and Comparing and Scaling.  We are 

now working on Accentuate the Nega-

tive, working with operations using 

positive and negative integers.  We 

have also started some fun enrichment 

math on Fridays using a system called 

Casting out Nines or Summing the Dig-

its.  This is leading to what we call 

ñmath art,ò art based on mathematics.  

We are graphing and making pictures of 

everything from names and words to 

multiplication tables and quadratic 

equations.  We have also learned the 

Maya math system.  Science: After non

-stop Science since January, we are 

taking a break, having finished the 

Light unit. We are also working on pro-

(Continued on page 15) 

Kindergarten  

Math 1/2 Day: We are working on  

Geometry concepts.  Science/Social 

Studies 1/2 Day : We finished up our 

unit on wood and paper. Art 1/2 Day: 

We have worked on collage and water-

color. 

First  Grade 

Math:  We are completing our unit 

about story problems and number 

games.  We are finding combinations of 

numbers to 20, exploring relationships 

among different combinations of a num-
ber,  and  reasoning about more, less, 

and equal amounts.  Science: We are 

finishing solids and liquids.  We learned 

how to separate solids using a screen 

after they have been combined.  We are 

observing and recording our results.  

Art:  We learned how to draw a lepre-

chaun.  Other:   We had a discussion 

about the Iditarod and are working on 

revisions in our Writing Workshop. 

Quest  1/2 Grade 

Math:  The first graders are doing their 

geometry unit and are investigating 

shapes.  The second graders are investi-

gating landmark numbers and factors.  

Both groups continue with critical think-

ing and word problems.  Science:   After 

presenting and listening to fabulous 

plant inquiry reports, (Power Points, 

game shows, books, encyclopedia en-
tries, and more!), we are now investigat-

ing solids, liquids, and gases.  We have 

looked at their properties and are re-

cording in our journals.  Art:   With the 

help of our wonderful art docents, we 

have done drawing without looking, 

soap carving, and printmaking. 

Second  Grade   

Math: We have studied Geometry and 

directional mapping.  Science:  We fin-

ished our Balance and Motion unit and 

are moving on to Pebbles, Sand, and Silt 
unit.   Other activities:  In writing, we 

have been working on our letter writing 

skills and are focusing on paragraph 

editing and story writing. 

Third  Grade  

Math: We are working on Flips, Turns, 

and Area. We are also working on 

WASL prep items.  Science:  We are 
continuing our Physics of Sound unit.  

Writing:  We have used expository and 

narrative writing with animals of choice 

and completed the District writing 

prompt.  Art:  Our projects have focused 

on origami and literature. 

Quest  3/4 Grade 

Math:  We have studied Geometry, 

measurement, and number sense this 

month.  Science:  We have continued to 

work on our Physics of Sound studies 
and have worked on our Science  Fair 

projects.  Other:  We went to the Chil-

drenôs Theater for the ñPharaoh Serketò 

presentation, and attended the UW for a 

ñBrain Awarenessò Open House.  In 

reading, we have worked with animal 

encounters and completed book reports. 

Fourth  Grade 

Math:  Ms. Strongôs class is finishing 

fractions and Mr. Allenôs class has 

started a mini unit on algebra.  All stu-

dents are working on practicing basic 
fact skills mentally.   Science:  We have 

started our new unit on Magnetism and 

Electricity.   Other News: We are ex-

cited to be going to the Seattle Chil-

drenôs Festival on May 12th.    

Fifth  Grade 

Math:   We are finishing Geometry and 

starting on a fractions, decimals, percent  

unit.  We just finished putting 58 frac-

tion cards in order using from 1/10 to 

15/10.   Science:  We are alive!  We 
have isopods, beetles, brine shrimp, 

gammarus, gold fish, elodea, duck weed, 

peas, corn, beans, and radishes all living 

and growing in the classroom.  We have 

been doing lots of experiments and fo-

cusing on environmental factors, both 

favorable and not so favorable.  Range 

of tolerance has been the big idea lately.  

Art :  We finished our one shape pic-

tures, in which students could use trian-

gles or rectangles to make an entire pic-
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School Happenings  

jects for the Science Fair.  We have 

gone back to the Pacific Rim and are 

doing a simulation of the Maya people.  

Art:  We continue to experiment with 

different media ï most recently using 

tissue paper and polymer to cover black 

on white cutout.  We will be making 

Maya stella using glyphs, weaving as 

they did, and creating ceremonial 

masks.   Other News:  We are reading 

historical fiction books and creating 

maps of the historical settings.  We are 

doing oral reports as ñon the sceneò 

reporters and are having fun using our 

new microphones! 

Mr. Phamôs Class  

Math: We are continuing to master the 

basic operations skills.  Science: We are 

implementing the scientific method to 
research problems.   Art/Other News :  

We are beginning to experiment with 

anatomy art, more medical and realistic 

depictions of muscle tissues and skeletal 

formation while providing serious op-

portunity for shading and contour line 

drawings.  Writing :  We continue to 

develop more concrete, cohesive exposi-

tory writing. Our reading continues to 

develop comprehension skills. 

(Continued from page 14) Specialists  Update  

P.E.:    Mr. Dahlgren recently welcomed 

a new baby boy into his family and will 

be on leave for the next 6 weeks. 

Congratulations, Mr. D! 

Library  

Sixth Graders are beginning the second 

part of a unit to help them understand 

advantages and disadvantages of re-
search resources and how to use 

them.  They will be focusing on finding 

resources and evaluating them on the 

topic of ancient civilizations.  Fifth 

Graders are beginning a ñScavenger 

Huntò which involves a variety of online 

and book resources such as Nettreker, 

Culture Grams, atlases, online encyclo-

pedias, etc.  Fourth Graders have 

picked their birds and are beginning 

their notes for their big Research Project 
on local birds.   They will also be work-

ing on their notes and Works Cited 

(bibliography).  Third Graders are fin-

ishing up their Magic School Bus Ride 

through the Library.  They have been 

learning all the different types of books 

and resources the Library has to of-

fer.  Now they are using what theyôve 

learned by finding these resources in the 

Library.  Kindergartners, First and 

Second Graders are listening to the 

Washington Childrenôs Choice nominees 

for this yearðhearing a variety of won-
derful stories.  They are also learning 

about the parts of the book which they 

will use by creating a class book at the 

end of this unit.    

Safety  Patrol   

The weather has been a challenge for our 

patrols, however we are out there help-

ing to keep our students safe.  We will 

be meeting as a patrol group to create 

new morning and afternoon teams since 

student schedules seem to be changing 
with the demands of sports, homework, 

etc.   

Redmond   Recycling Project  

 We are continuing to implement our 

cafeteria food recycle program and all is 

going GREAT!  Every grade level works 

to recycle food and paper waste in spe-

cial bins.  This is saving money for our 

school as we are reducing our garbage 

volumes each month.  We all seem to 

have the ñprocessò down now and every-

thing is going smoothly.  

Above and below: Students participate 

in the 2009 Recess Runs, part of the 

Hawk Walk & Run pre-race activities. 

Right: Sixth grade 

students from Mrs. 

Wilsonôs and Mrs. 

Husemanôs classes 

release the salmon 

that were raised in 

the tank in ñBò 

wing. 
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A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers !  

ñVolunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, but because they are PRICELESS!ò 

Passport Volunteers for February and March  

Kara Hodges, co-Chair 
Janitzia Pizarro, co-Chair 

 

Checkers: 
Mette Clarke 

Linda Pangborn 
Jenny Rickman 

Kavita Sharma 
Amy MacRae 
Malia Steeb 
Wanetta Woodard 
Manka Dhengra 

Ann Bovee 
David White 

Yuki Cheng 
Veena Goli 
Luz María López 
Elaine Paul 

 

 

 

Re-Check: 
Tina Havir 
Janitzia Pizarro 
Kara Hodges 
Cindy Poon 

Mette Clarke 
Suzie Connor 

Cutters: 
Summer Newberry 
Cathy Wang 
Heejung Kim 
Suzie Connor 

Min Wang 
Ling Niu 

Bolong Cao 
Suzie Connor 

 

Redôs Assistant:  
Sara Buckley 

 

Popcorn Friday  

Special Thanks to: 
The 6th grade Leadership Team, who made a wonderful display and cut lots of stamps for our 'Give Peace a Stamp' March Special Itinerary: Kyra 
Bliss, Julia Rettig, Grace Mahan, Braydon Walker, Mahre Connor, Nikki Dees, Savanna Hewitt, Sharada Tanguala, Danuta Egle, Ben Hansford, 
Dorian Graylee ; and to Mike Hudspeth, who invited Red to Hawaii for a nice Spring Break!   

Used Book Fair  

Erica Gaskill, co-Chair 
Sue Price, co-Chair         
Michelle Dutton 
Sarah Kang 
 

Janitzia Pizarro 
Kerry Lodge 
Claudia Pravat 
Kathy Lepschat 

Bake Sale  

Kerry Lodge, Chair 
Angie Christensen 
Elena Savage 
Kim Fishbaugher 
Lisa Hall 

Laura English 
Linda Pangborn 
Suzie Connor 

Sue Price 
Anja Rettig 
Carol Matheson 
Claudia Ye 
Magali Lenarczak 

Cheri and Breanna 
Dees 

Recess Runs Start, Tuesday and Thursday 

Lunch Recess 

WASL testing starts, donôt be late to school! 

WASL testing ends 

Service Award Nominations due 

Recess Runs end 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

Popcorn Day 

8th Annual Hawk Walk & 5K Run,  

Sammamish Trail at Redmond Town Center;  

Registration and packet pick-up starts at 8am 

Passport Check Day for April  

3rd Grade Swim Starts 

6-8pm: Neighborhood Schoolhouse  

Family Fun Night 

7pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert,  

Redmond Jr. High 

Volunteer Luncheon, Redmond El Library 

7pm: Elementary Band Concert 

7pm: Redmond PTSA Board Meeting,  

Redmond El Library 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

3rd Grade Swim ends 

Staff & Teacher Appreciation Week 

NO SCHOOL, LEAP Planning day 

NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day holiday 

7pm: Concert (Grades 1 & 2),  

Redmond El Commons 

Passport Check Day for May 

Popcorn Day 

6-8pm: Neighborhood Schoolhouse  

Family Fun Night 

7pm: Family Math Night, 

Redmond El Commons 

Lunch Buddy Tea 

Popcorn Day 

2pm: Sixth Grade Graduation 

Last Day of School! 

The Redmond El PTSA wishes you a safe and 

very fun summer. See you on September 1. 

Hawk Walk Event Committee  

Elizabeth Hansford, 
Race Director 

Angie Christensen 
Mette Clarke 
Suzie Connor 

Laura English 
Shelia Kandeler 

Lisa Lange 
Alina Mars 
Linda Pangborn 
Janitzia Pizarro  
Anja Rettig 

Elena Savage 
 

Sarah Kang 
Malia Steeb 
Mette Clarke 
Katie Chilcott 
Cindy Poon  

Suzie Connor 

Ling Niu 
Erika Gaskill 
Jenny Rickman 
Janitzia Pizarro 
Anja Rettig 

Bhavna Shankar 

Elizabeth Hansford 
Kim Oban 
Nicholas Oban 
Laura English 
Shannon Cox 

Bilge Baykal 

Chrissy Mahan 
Amy Raby 
Linda Pangborn 
Veena Goli 
Christy Graylee 

Karen Johnson 

Sarah Keimig  
Ms. Davis 
Ms. Fishbaugher 
Mr. Rick 
Mr. Chhay 

Boys and Girls Club 

Thanks are also in 
order to all the kids, 
teachers, and families 
who donated books 
this year! 

ñYou have brains in your head. 

You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself, any 

direction you choose .ò 

ðDr. Seuss 


