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" Notes from Laura
Laura English, PTSA President

It takes a village....

When I think about the theme ‘Our
Community’ the phrase “It takes a
village to raise a child” comes to mind.
This ancient African Proverb was
made famous by Hilary Clinton in
1996. The proverb is from the Igho
and Yoruba regions of Nigeria, and its
general premise is that raising a child
is a communal effort. In other words,
the responsibility for raising a child
lies not only with the parents, but also
with the extended family and, in some
cases, the community.

| believe that at Redmond El, we
embody the tenants of this proverb by
being particularly eager to make sure
that our programs are inclusive, by
providing funding for those who need
scholarships for field trips and other
after school activities, and by being a
generally supportive ‘familiar’ place

(continued on page 2)
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Students Raise $1103.04 for UNICEF

Cathy Redman, with help from Marguerite Moskat and Marti Burton and their students

What could you do with $1,103.04 to
help kids in the world? Well, the kids
in Mrs. Moskat’s, Mrs. Burton’s, and
Mrs. Redman’s classrooms know!

For just $.06, they can provide clean
water for a thirsty child. Did you know
that every day 4,200 children in the
world die from dehydration? With
$.10, they can buy three vitamin A
capsules to protect a child against
blindness. A sterile dressing for a
child’s wound costs $.72 and $1.00

o Al grqvidepaliq vgccine for four

children. One hungry child can have
good nutrition for $2.00. $4.99 will
provide 100 water purification tablets
to purify 22 gallons of water. A first
aid kit can be purchased for $24.33.
$44.00 provides school supplies for
twenty kids. $112.00 provides emer-
gency blankets to 37 kids. For $150 a

hand pump and pipes for a well can be
bought that will serve 250 people. And
$200 immunizes 550 kids against mea-
sles. Sharpen up those pencils and let
the math begin! $1103.04 is going to
make a big difference to a lot of chil-
dren in this world.

That was the amount of money raised
for UNICEF by these three classes that
participated in the annual Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF program on Hal-
loween. Each child took the traditional
orange UNICEF box with them, and in
addition to asking for treats, they
asked for a contribution to help the
children of the world. Armed with
numbers and statistics, they were very
convincing!

A dozen children in a city in India
have no school to attend. $1.86 will

(Continued on page 4)
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Notes from Laura
(continued from page 1)

for our families to feel safe and at
home within its walls.

I’ve felt the ‘village’ on so many
levels in my 2% years here. On the
very day we moved into our
neighborhood, a family up the street
(who has since moved to San Francisco,
CA) invited us to their son’s birthday
party that evening: they didn’t even
know us, and they welcomed us to this
event. From that day on, we met many
of our neighbors and developed a
strong sense of the community. We
felt more and more secure that we’d
picked the right place.

Of course, you all know the story of
how I was quickly pulled into the folds
of the Redmond EI PTSA: Linda
Pangborn said to me, “You’ll meet a
ton of great parents at our first ‘event’
of the year”. The ‘event’ was First
Day Packet stuffing in August 2006. |

hadn’t yet met any teachers or even
found my daughter’s classroom.

I could go on and on about how
Redmond EI has become my village.
In the most recent past, my village has
come to my aid when my father had
prostate surgery in September 2007.
My neighbors made my need to
support my parents in Maryland a
seamless transition for my children
and husband, and | knew my kids were
in capable hands when my husband
wasn’t available. That same year, |
was called back East again to help my
mother with a surgery and to send my
brother off to Afghanistan as a
Reservist. It was such a comforting
feeling to know that | did not have to
worry about my kids while focusing
on my parents and siblings.

I’m sure each of us can come up with
our own ‘village’ stories that would be
filled with gratitude, comfort, peace,

and appreciation for what we have. So
in our time of great challenge in the
world and locally, it is this village that
needs to circle around our community
of families, to support them and provide
aid in whatever capacity we can
whether it be food, clothing, time, or
just a friendly ear to share a moment.

Our Giving Tree program this year is a
symbol of our ‘village’ effort. My
favorite book from childhood (and to
this day) is the Giving Tree by Shel
Silverstein. | get chills every time |
read it and now as | am older and
sappier, I can say that I’ve even cried
when | read it. The book is so simple
in its words and drawings, yet so
powerful in its message. The PTSA
has purchased several copies of this
book for the school library, and classes
will be reading and discussing it (see
page 4 for discussion questions).

(Continued on page 12)
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Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond

cocrpchild anevoice. Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement.

Contact Us

President: Laura English

Executive VP:Koquisa Taylor
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Membership Report
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair

Members as of 12/05/08: 253
Membership Goal: 250 members
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Treasurero6s Report November Income
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer

Bank Balance as of 11/01/08........... $25,947.93

Bank Balance as of 12/08/08........... $30,690.21

November 08  YTD
$5,907.35 $16,605.25
$142.00 $2,374.00

$10,865.95 $19,944.25

Income:

Fundraising Income
Membership Dues
Miscellaneous Income*

Total $16,915.30 $38,923.50
Expenses: November 08  YTD
Communications $235.40 $457.72
Community Services $0.00  $1393.12
Community Service Grants ~ $115.00 $915.00
Enrichment $8,679.37 $12,081.55
School Services $2310.49 $2,475.49
School Services Grants $299.78  $2,416.31
Fundraising Expenses $260.00 $2,234.95
Cost of Business** $272.98 $2,614.20

Total $12,173.02 $24,588.34
*This line item is now “Pass The Hat” per general
membership meeting vote of November 6, 2008.
**This line item includes fees paid to council, state,
and national PTAs for individual membership fees.

Mircwlmeon
nCoTs
[

MNovember Expenses

T (o B i [ra——
Communosioms -~ i
o | [ ™o B

Furd rmmng | . e

S gl e waoe Expenses -

Lramby —— W
- 5

Coewrusehy
Sarvice Lirssh
14

S bl S
Rl

. Errctwest
Eal

Hawk Talk

December 20(




From t he
Janice Heid, Principal

Growing up with parents who were
regular volunteers in the community
gave me a strong sense of community
spirit. As a child, fun was helping to
pick beans at a local farm for welfare
storage, weeding the local park, taking
a neighbor to a doctor appointment, or
fixing dinner for a family whose
mother was ill. | liked helping, and
that feeling | received when helping
others is probably a big part of why |
became a teacher.

As principal at Redmond Elementary,
I’m able to pass on my love for helping
others in so many ways, some of them
big and some of them small. We ask
our students to be fully participating
members of the community by asking
them to be Peacebuilders. Violence and
anger tears a community apart, but
working together to solve our conflicts
with each other brings us closer. All
sixth graders are put on the rotation for
Safety Patrol, along with adult supervi-
sors and volunteers: in being responsible
for their fellow students’ safety, they are
helping to make our school a safe place
as well as serving the community as a
whole. Not to mention the pride the
kids earn for themselves! Along the

DID YOU KNOW?

Everyone is welcome to attend the
PTSA Board meetings!

Meetings are held monthly - always
on a Thursday evening and run from
7-9pm. Come to listen, come to learn,
or come to contribute.

2008-2009 Board Meeting Dates
January 8, February 12,
March 12, April 16, May 14

For more information email
info@redmondelptsa.org
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same lines, older students will often be
assigned as “Reading Buddies” to the
younger students: throughout a year,
letters will be exchanged between the
Buddies, words of encouragement, as-
sistance with reading when necessary.
It’s wonderful thing for both the
younger and older students, and it cre-
ates such a sense of community between
the students.

DF@R%gchi ng

| liked helping, and that
feeling | received when
helping others is probably
a big part of why |
became a teacher.

Last year, we started the “Job Cards”
program, which is supervised by Les-
lie Fields, our school counselor.
Through this program, students volun-
teer to do perform certain jobs around
the school, such as vacuuming the
hallways, straightening the Lost and
Found, filing papers for teachers, pick-
ing up playground equipment, recy-
cling, or picking up garbage, among
many other tasks that make our school
a great place to grow and learn.

Learning to be good readers, writers,
scientists and mathematicians is very
important, of course, but at Redmond
Elementary we also want to teach our
students that being part of the commu-
nity is important too. With the Job
Cards program, our students learn that:

 Much satisfaction comes from
serving others

9 Getting paid or receiving a reward
is not the only reason to do some-
thing

9 Helping makes you more a part of
the community

9 It’s great to be needed and

Y You can make a difference in the
lives of others!

Hawk Talk

young minds, striving for
excellenceo

In all of the above, our students are
providing community service without
even realizing it, and they are enjoying
themselves as well. As principal at
Redmond Elementary, I’m able to con-
tinue my desire for helping others
along with a very involved community
of teachers, staff, parents and students.
Together, we collect food for those in
need in our community; we welcome
new students to our school; we collect
donations for UNICEF; we find grants
and scholarships so all students might
attend field trips or special events, and,
at this time of year in particular, we
sponsor families who might otherwise
have a very sparse holiday with the
Giving Tree.

All of you at Redmond Elementary
define community service every day,
just by being open to new things and
willing to do your own part, whether it
be large or small, in making our
school, and our community, the best
place to be.

Have a wonderful break, a wonderful
holiday, and please make sure others
will have a good holiday, too: choose a
tag from the Giving Tree out in the
lobby. Happy Holidays, and I’1l see
you next year!

All of you at Redmond
Elementary define community
service every day, just by
being open to new things and
willing to do your own part,
whether it be large or small,
in making our school, and
our community, the best

place to be.

student s,



HawkTalk Focus: Kathy Dennis

The HawkTalk will be focusing on a
Redmond El staff member in each is-
sue. This month we focus on Kathy
Dennis, one of our Instructional assis-
tants. In addition to working with the
reading teachers, Mrs. Young and Ms.
Randolph, to teach reading to our stu-
dents,, and coordinating the Lunch
Buddy program, Kathy often works as
a safety officer before and after
school, making sure our students get to
and from school safely.

Name: Katherine Lyn Dennis, maiden
name Johnson, but please call me
Kathy. If you check out the com-
memorative bricks in the front of the
school, you can find my name, my
brothers and my two sons!

Length of time at Redmond EIThis
is my third year.

Birthday: November 21
Hometown: Portland, Oregon, but |

have lived in Redmond since | was 6
years old.

Family: Husband Scott, sons Geoff
(18, now at the UW), Brian, 16, and
daughter Hannah, 13

Education: Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Biology from Pacific Lutheran
University.

Previous Jobs:Stay at home mom for
a loooong time, and also a longtime
PTSA volunteer at the elementary,
junior high and council level.. Before
that | worked at a nursery growing
plants, and before that | worked at the
Puget Sound Blood Bank.

Hobbies:1 can barely remember what
hobbies are at this point...but I do like
gardening and reading.

Favorite Food: Fresh fruit, especially
peaches and cherries; turkey, gravy
and stuffing!

Travels: This summer my family went
to France and ltaly for three weeks. It
was very hot, but really amazing. We
loved Rome! Another favorite place is
Washington DC.

A favorite memory from your own
school days? actually went to Red-
mond El when | was a student. One of
my favorite memories was from 5th
grade. My teacher, Ms. Ford, let our
class go out to play kickball one day as
a reward . She played, too (she was a
fun teacher!). As she was running the
bases, she had a hairpiece on (that was
the style back then) and it went flying
off! We all had a good laugh about
that, and | think Ms. Ford laughed the
hardest.

What do you like about Redmond El
the most?1 like the people who work
here — they are all really dedicated to
doing their best for the students. And

of course I like the students!

Students Raise $1,103.04 for
UNICEF

(Continued from page 1)

provide a basic education kit for each
child. A health center in a village in
Ghana is in desperate need of supplies
— sterile dressings, immunizations,
and first aid kits can be on their way.
While we can’t hope to solve all the
problems and hurt in the world, these
kids learned in a very real way that
they can certainly do something. Kids
helping kids — it is powerful and em-
powering concept.

If you would like to send a gift to
UNICEF too, their address is United

Nations Children’s Fund, 125 Maiden
Lane, New York, New York 10038.

4

Birthday Book Club Benefits Redmond Elementary Library

To participate, you purchase a book
from the Redmond Elementary’s Li-
brary Wish List, bring that book to
Mrs. Matheson (our school’s librar-
ian), and a bookplate with your child’s
name or your family’s name will be
added to it.

Whether you’re celebrating a birthday,
honoring an achievement, or recognizing

another holiday, the Birthday Book Club
is a great way to honor your child, create
a lasting memory for your family at Red-
mond Elementary, and provide our li-
brary with exciting new books.

If you have any questions please con-
tact Mrs. Matheson at cmathe-
son@lwsd.org or Angie Christensen at
enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.

w Interested in Joining the Redmond ElI PTSA Board?

#'m The Nominating Committee is currently looking for volunteers interested in
joining the PTSA Board for the 2009/2010 school year.

erere bl swevales

Come join other parents in working with our school for benefit of our students. For more
information, contact the Nominating Committee by either leaving us a note with the
office or emailing nomcomm@redmondelptsa.org and someone will get back to you.

Hawk Talk
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Chess Club Wins First Place Trophy

Angie Christensen and David Hendricks

The Redmond EI Chess Club played in
two chess tournaments in Novem-

ber. After a tough time at the Mount-
lake Terrace Fall Classic, the club par-
ticipated in the even tougher Thanks-
giving Scholastic Tournament here in
Redmond, and the 4th-6th grade team
won the First Place trophy! Congratu-
lations to Milinda Bhopatkar, Sean
Burzynski, Andy Cao, Jordan Price,
Ethan Raffman and Eugenia Yat-
senko.

Additional congratulations to our
chess players who have qualified for
the 2009 Washington State Elementary
Chess Championships: Jordan Price,
Rock Jia, Trevor Christensen, Lilly
Cao, Andy Cao and Milinda

Redmond E/ 0s

November Peacebuilders

The following students are recognized
for being examples of good Peace-
builders for their peers.

Kinder garten and 1st: D’ Azuree
Hartfield, Amellie Sharples, Breckin
Forstrom, Musfirah Khan, Scott
O’Brien, Nicole Kim

2nd, 3rd and 4th: Anuj Maniyar,
Isabell Marquez, Chantal VVandenbussche,
Oliver Ruo, Palmer Hodges, Annabella
Grasso, Hannah Bae,

5th and 6th: Jessica Pomeroy, Harley
Hirsch, Chanson Kuo, Ada Woodard,
Julie Rettig

Bhopatkar. The tournament will be
held in Spokane next April.

There are still spaces for anyone inter-
ested in joining the Redmond EI Chess
Club. Tournament participa-

tion is optional--all you z

need is the desire to play

better chess! Tuition

will be pro-rated based

on the sessions remain- 0

ing in the year. If you

are interested in joining, please contact
Andy Christensen at 425.882.2136 or
Andy.Christensen@microsoft.com.
More information is also provided on
the Redmond EI PTSA website under
“Enrichment.”

McDonaldG
Students of the Month

Congratulations to the following
students who have been selected as
McDonald’s Students of the Month for
November. These awards are given for
Academic Excellence and being an
example of the life skills of respect,
courtesy, friendship, and courage.

Kindergarten:  Lizeth Valderrain-

Lopez
First: Kyra Kiedrowski
Second: Joseph Steeb
Third: Alan Hernandez
Fourth: Mya MacRae
Fifth: Claire Perry
Sixth: Richard Wen

Congratulations to Redmond El PTSA!

The Redmond EI PTSA has earned a Silver Membership Award Level for 5%
increase of the previous year's membership paid by October 25, 2008.

TAKE A LOOK!

Check out the PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org

Bodreorul Litreriary

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more.

e prh il e yoice I f y ou t hl n k

of ot her

informatio

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org.
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Redmond EI Students
nominated for the
All-District Honor

Concert

These students were chosen by their
directors as the top performers and
leaders amongst all the sixth graders in
the district.

They will rehearse in January with the
other sixth grade nominees from
across the district and perform in the
Lake Washington School District
Honor Concert held on Thursday
January 29, 2009 at Juanita High
School.

Honor Orchestra: Christina Dias,
Stone Cao, Mahre Connor, Grace
Mahan

Honor Band: Linda Li, Kyra Bliss

Honor Choir: Savanna Hewitt, Alex
Hoar, Roshaan Khan, Julia Rettig,
Brendan Hobbs, Lila Balakrishnan,
Waylon Huang

Redmond El Students
Participate in
2008 Tenor and
Bass Institute

The Lake Washington Tenor & Bass
Institute 2008 was held on November
20th in the Redmond High School Per-
forming Arts Center.

Male students in grades 6-12 were
nominated to spend the day rehearsing
with Dr. Steven Demorest, the Univer-
sity of Washington Men’s Glee Club
director. The students performed a
concert that same evening.

Congratulations to the following
Redmond Elementary participants:

Stone Cao, Devansh Kukreja, Braydon
Walker, Richard Wen, Chris Yu

youbd see



School Happenings: A Monthly Grade Level Update

Compiled by Diane Huseman and Michele Nice

The following information about what
is happening in the classrooms was
compiled the first week of November
and covers that month.

Kindergarten

Math: We are continuing working on
patterns. We learned a game called
“Break the Train.” Patterns have been
described in terms of letters. Science:
We observed and compared pill bugs
and sow bugs. We even had a race to
see which bug was faster. Art: We con-
tinued working on primary, secondary,
and mixing colors to make secondary
colors, then used the paint to create fall
leaves for our classroom tree!

First Grade

Math: We are combining numbers for
addition and subtraction, and working
with story problems. We worked with
the calendar and discussed the days,
counting, coin/date correspondence,
equations for the date, and weather
graphing. Science:We completed our
plant unit. Children explored what plants
need, how they grow, life cycle, and
how to record scientific data. Art: Our
projects continued to use color and lines.

Other News: We learned about Veteran’s
Day, and are studying the life of the Wam-
panoags before the Mayflower arrived.

Second Grade

Math: We began our “Does it Walk,
Crawl, or Swim” unit in math. Science:
We continued our study of insects. Art:
We are drawing abstract objects. Other
activities: include a discussion about
voting and family traditions.

First/Second Grade Quest

Math: The first graders are finishing up
their unit on Coins, Coupons and Com-
binations. The second graders are also
finishing up their unit on multiplication
and division. We continue to work on
weekly challenge problems and investi-
gate strategies to solve those problems.
Science:We are winding down our New

Plants investigation and students are
beginning work on a plant inquiry pro-
ject. Art: We have been fortunate to
have our Art Docents in! They helped us
with our Reflections projects and re-
cently with paper mosaic designs.

Other news: We had fun learning about
the presidential election process and had
our own class vote.

Third Grade
Math: We are beginning our measure-

ment unit: From Paces to Feet. Science:

We are continuing our study of the plant
life-cycle and observing the lifecycle of
crayfish. Art: Our activities have stud-
ied balancing colors and shapes, and
exaggerated textures for still life.

Other News: The third graders visited
the UW for the dance performance of
Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet on Novem-
ber 21st. New optional “challenge”
activities in math, science, social studies,
and book reports have been sent home.
These offer students the opportunity for
enrichment through more rigorous cur-
riculum activities.

Fourth Grade

Math: We are finishing our Arrays and
Shares unit and moving on to Land-
marks in the Thousands. Science:We
continue our work in the Human Body
Unit and are studying the skeletal sys-
tem: joints and muscles. Art: Integra-
tion with our curriculum continues to be
our art focus. Other News: We had a
baked potato feast on November 5th to
celebrate the season. We have started
writing and will be focusing on personal
narratives.

Third/Fourth Grade Quest

Math: Our class is working on number
sense and problem solving. Science:
Our lessons are continuing from the
FOSS kits — Structures of Life. Art:
Salmon life cycles and reflections.
Other News: We took field trips to a
salmon hatchery and the UW for Alonzo
King’s LINES Ballet!

Hawk Talk

Fifth Grade

Math: We are working in a Prime Time
unit learning about prime factorization,
exponents, LCM and GCF. Science:
We are beginning the last component of
our variables unit: catapults. We have
focused on controlled experiments, stan-
dards, and writing questions, predictions,
materials lists, and procedures. We be-
gin writing conclusions next week. Art:
We are learning about line and color.
We worked with warm and cool colors,
complimentary colors, and are not focus-
ing on line.

Sixth Grade

Math: We finished our statistics unit
and are now studying fractions! We
have learned to represent fractions as a
region and a set. We have integrated a
lot of problem solving experiences and
WASL “type” problems into our daily
math routine. Our Sunshine Math chal-
lenge program continues weekly. This is
intended to provide enrichment opportu-
nities and increase the rigor of math for
students electing to participate. Science:
We began working with our hissing
cockroaches. We are experimenting and
recording our observations using the
scientific method. Art: We continue to
study the basic elements of art. We have
learned about the function and properties
of line and have completed a seasonal
“pumpkin” project. Other News: Our
first field trip to Challenges Northwest
was fabulous! We had a wonderful time
and learned about team building and
cooperation! We are integrating these
skills into our every day life in our class-
room, too! We begin our salmon studies
in one more week!

Fifth/Sixth Grade Quest

Math: We finished our third unit, focus-
ing on decimals and using scientific no-
tation, estimation, and equations and are
now starting a number theory unit. We
are moving very fast at this point; much
of what we are covering should be a
review and a refinement of skills. In

(Continued on page 7)
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School Happenings

(Continued from page 6)

enrichment math, we have continued to
investigate mathematical patterns. On
November 18th, we will be participating
in the AM8C math competition. Logic
continues on Friday mornings and we
have focused on analogies, and figuring
out the commonality of relationships.
Science:We begin the Diversity of Life
unit, a hands-on, inquiry based science
program this month. Art: We are mak-
ing masks for our mystery book reports
and completed chalk time lapse pictures.
Other News: We are proud of our ef-
forts to support the Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF program. We collected
$357.17! We sent our first letters off to
Iraq and are publishing our Japanese

folk tales. All students participated in
the Reflections program.

Specialists Update: Music

The 5th and 6th graders presented their “All
that Jazz” fall concert on November 6th!
They did a fabulous job under Ms. An-
derer’s leadership! Thank you Ms. Anderer
for all your hard work in preparing our stu-
dents for their musical production!

Safety Patrol

Patrols have been braving the wind and rain
to help keep our students safe! We are into
a November monthly schedule now and the
teams have been quite responsible for
showing up on their assigned days.

Redmond Recycle Project

We are looking to add the recycle of
food waste to our efforts during lunch
time to be a Green School. We met after
Thanksgiving to discuss how to bring
this next step into our cafeteria to reduce
our school waste. The City of Redmond
has contracted with Waste Management
to offer food recycling free of charge to
customers inside city limits, and that
includes Redmond El. The City works
with Sam Wilder of Wilder Environ-
mental Consulting to help set these pro-
grams up, and she is excited to help us
get started. We’re aiming for January of
2009 as our start date.

Premiere of Redmond Elementary Taiko

On Friday November 14th, Redmond
Elementary students enjoyed a Red-
mond EI PTSA sponsored educational
assembly featuring One World Taiko

whose contemporary style of Japanese

drumming incorporates dynamic and
fluid movement, as well as heart
pounding percussion. No one expected
the students to become part of the act!

Redmond EIl Science Needs Your Help

The Science Fair is happening March and volunteers are needed to make it happen.

Science Lunch Club is looking for Presenters, Helpers, Poster-Makers, and
|especially Musicians to participate in a demonstration of the science behind sound!

Science on Wheels , from the Pacific Science Center, is visiting on February 20 and

we have three shifts that need filling!

If you care about science, contact Steve Hitch at 425.883.2646 or

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.

December 2008
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A WOWO Overvi
from the Reflections Chair
Jenny Rickman

e w:

I had many “WOW!” moments while
viewing the entries for this year’s con-
test. 1 want to thank everyone who
attended the Reflections 2008-2009
Reception. We had a great turn out.

Our “gallery” was filled with beautiful
visual art and photography pieces and
tables full of wonderful literature. We
had a special musical performance on
the piano and a digital film entry to
watch.

While I and all the judges adored all of
the pieces, only a maximum of 25 en-
tries can go on to be judged at the
council level. We wish our finalists
well and are honored to have their
work to represent our school.

This was my first year involved with
Reflections. | have a new appreciation
for all the elements involved in bring-
ing this together and think it’s a great
opportunity for our children to express
themselves.

I look forward to even more participa-
tion next year with the 2009-2010
theme “Beauty Is...”.

Wow|

Passport Club Itinerary

The Passport Club check day for
December is December 19. Below is
the itinerary for the first three levels.

Level 1: Iceland, Honduras, Japan,
Switzerland, Mauritania

Levels 2 and 3:Guinea, Guyana,
Afghanistan, Hungary,
Somalia

2008.2009 Reflections Competition Finalists

Visual Art/Photography Finalists
Primary: Conner Hansford, “How Big Carrots Can Grow,” 2nd grade, Nice
Nolan English “Awesome Colors,” 1st grade, Clark
Maxine Zhang, “Bird,” 2nd grade, Moskat
Keenan Spencey“The Owl I Saw in my Friend’s Backyard,”
2nd grade, Moskat
Leo Li “WOW! Huge Pumpkins,” 2nd grade, Broadie

Intermediate: Nikita Nerkar , “Flying Otter and Seal,” 3rd grade, Burton
Andrea Dang, “4th of July at the Space Needle,” 3rd grade, Burton
Anne Lee “Giving,” 3rd grade, Burton
Christian Rouhana, “Desert Sunset,” 3rd grade, Burton
Charlie Pangborn, “A New Perspective,” 6th grade, Huntley

Middle: Linda Li “WOW! Best Swimmer in America,” 6th grade, Huseman
Christopher Yu, “Erosion,” 6th grade

Waylon Huang, “Shoemaker Levy-9,” 6th grade, Redman

Literature Finalists
Primary: Conor Fraser, “The Awesome Redwoods,” 2™ grade, Nice

Intermediate: Neha Hulkund, “The Seeds of Compassion,” 3rd grade, Burton
Lilly Cao, “The Life Cycle of a Salmon,” 3rd grade, Burton
Max Randal, “When I Climbed Mt. St. Helen’s,” 4th grade, Burton
Ethan Waite, “Pterodactyl Wants a Lollipop,” 3rd grade, Burto
Trevor Christensen “The Snowy Night,” 3rd grade, Burton
Claire Perry, “The Night Queen,” 5th grade, Redman
Gil Guday , “The Spider,” 5th grade, Redman

Middle: Danuta Egle “The Opening Act,” 6th grade, Wilson

Sonia Jaidka, “A Historical Breakthrough,” 6th grade, Redman

Music Finalist
Middle: Stone CagQ“Hurricanes are Scary,” 6th grade, Redman

Film Finalist
Intermediate: Pearl Thijssen “Pearl Island: A Rescue Story,” 3rd grade, Gross

Super Cool Science

The three states of matter...do they matter??

The PTSA sponsored a presentation by the Pacific Science Center on December 9
during which our students were introduced to the weird world of the SUPER
COOL, where gases become liquids and liquids become solids.

In this fast-paced show, liquid nitrogen took center stage in a variety of experi-
ments with surprising results. The Inter-Planetary Olympics demonstrated what it
is like to bounce a racquetball or munch a graham cracker in the sub-zero tempera-
tures of Pluto!
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Inga Shurnayte, 5/6, Mrs. Redman

This year, we in Mrs. Redman’s 5/6
Quest class have chosen the theme of
“Point of Light,” and our goal is for
each and every one of us to become a
“point of light” in someone else’s life.
One of our projects in support of this
goal is adopting Delta Company from
the 81st Brigade Heavy Combat Team
to exchange letters with. The soldiers
in Delta Company all come from
Washington State, and their executive
officer is First Lieutenant Donald H.
Nelson - but we call him DJ.

In October, after two months of training
in Wisconsin, DJ arrived at Redmond
Elementary. He was on a three day pass,
and he came to us straight from the air-
port. Despite having been up since 1:00
a.m, he couldn’t wait to sit down with us
and answer all our questions.

DJ’s visit was wonderful. We all wore
red, white, and blue and posted a wel-
come sign outside our door. We had so
many questions: the boys wanted to
know all about tanks, body armor, and
military rank, and the girls were inter-
ested in what he ate, where he slept,
and how long it took to get dressed in
all his gear.

After we finished talking to him about
his life as a soldier, we sang him Randy
Travis’s song “Point of Light”, which is
the basis for our classroom theme, and
we explained to him our classroom goal
this year. We also presented DJ with a
small American flag we had all signed,
as “something [to] carry in [his] pocket
[and] remember us in [his] heart.” DJ
then presented us with a large United
We Stand flag which he had all his
troops sign. We will proudly display it in
our class all year long.

DJ loved the idea of us exchanging
letters with him and his troops, and

we are so excited to get this chance!
DJ and the rest of Delta Company are
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become

Student Page

OPoints of
currently stationed in Iraqg at Joint
Base Balad, which is about 42 miles
northeast of Baghdad. We sent our
first group of letters a week ago with
the hope that we can let them know
that America cares and appreciates
what they are doing. We plan to write
to them until and even after they return
home. It is our hope to meet each one
of them, shake their hands, and per-
sonally say thank you. But until then,
we will continue to honor DJ’s brave
soldiers who carry our country’s flag
far from home. We look forward to the
day when they return safely to our
country.
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First Lieutenant Donald J. Nelson , or
AiDJ, 0 and Mr s.
outside Redmond Elementary
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Max Randal, 3/4, Mrs. Burton

Have you seen a ballet that was made up
of mostly men? Well, our class, Mrs.
Burton’s class, has!

On Friday, November 21, we went to
Alonzo King’s LINES ballet. When you
picture a ballet, you probably think of
little girls in tutus spinning around on
their toes. In this ballet, there were not.

The dancers mostly executed dance
moves with their arms and legs. Mixed
in with these dancers were the Shaolin
Monks of China, who were leaping up in
the air, doing back flips and karate
chops, etc. The action and excitement of
the ballet of the ballet would not be there
without the monks.

Another element of the ballet was the
actors’ clothes. The men wore just
white shorts, the women wore white
dresses, and all the Shaolin Monks wore
bright orange robes.

The ballet was an amazing collaboration
between the monks and the dancers.
After the ballet ended, the bowing an
clapping last five minutes because the
fans were so enthusiastic!
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Submitting items for Student Pages

Are you a student interested in submitting your writing, drawing, or other printable creative work to the
Hawk Talk? Has your class done something you’d like to report on? We’d love to see it or hear about it!

You can send your submissions to us via the office or email (or have your parents email it) to
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If your submission passes our editorial review, we’ll publish it in the next
Hawk Talk as room permits. Be sure to include your name and teacher’s name on your submissions so we

can contact you and return any original work submitted.

Hawk Talk




Conflict over funds? |

t 6s a

state

problem playing

Part of an ongoing series presented by the Washington PTA education committee on Basic Education Finance,; Contact: Ramona
Hattendorf, ramonal030@clearwire.net, 206-283-9475

They’re all connected, these headlines.
They reflect tough budgeting decisions
and all speak to the mess surrounding
basic education in Washington. Simply
put, the state isn’t picking up the bill.

Did you know that for most kids, the
state doesn’t even pay for a full day of
school?

At the high school level we talk about
tougher standards, more math, science,
more language. The need to prepare kids
for the global workforce. But that means
more credits. And how are the kids sup-
posed to squeeze in more credits when
the state only pays for five hours?

And how is your district supposed to
pick up that extra bill when the state’s
allotment for fuel and health services
doesn’t keep up with actual costs? Or
pay the balance on special ed? Or
tackle the myriad problems associated
with students in poverty?

Never mind funding language immer-
sion programs or better dyslexia screen-
ing, many districts struggle to provide
basic tools. Like copy paper for lesson
plans. Books. A sixth hour of class time.

Districts are on the brink of finan-
cial emergency Statewide, ending
fund balances are at an all-time low;
seven districts can’t pay the bills and
are under state oversight (something
called binding conditions); five more
are on the state’s watch list.

It’s not supposed to be this way. The
state is supposed to cover basic educa-
tion for all kids. School districts are
supposed to tap local levy funds for
enrichment programs. But as standards
changed (and funding didn’t), as infla-
tion rose (and funding didn’t), a dis-
connect grew between what most
folks consider basic and what the
state actually pays for.The results
are tense salary negotiations, school
closures, cutbacks to libraries — and a
voting base that doesn’t understand
why all those levies aren’t enough.

10

Bellevue teachers
set for strike
(Seattle FI, 8/2/2008)

Of course, there’s a flip side to the
story. Those headlines also reflect this:
Advocacy works. When the commu-
nity steps up and insists on being
heard, change happens.

In Bellevue this fall, there was a seri-
ous dispute over money that helped
trigger a strike. Bellevue’s seventh
period is expensive, and attracting and
retaining a top tier teaching corps
takes substantial financial commit-
ment. State reimbursements weren’t
keeping up, and the pool of local funds
was tapped. But there is an underlying
story that’s positive. In earlier years,
advocates won over a community,
convincing it to add electives, toughen
standards and better prepare kids for
marketplace realities. Whether Belle-
Vue can sustain the program is now in
question. But that the community aims
so high speaks to advocacy’s success.

In Northshore, a community faced with
school closures is mobilized —and tar-
geting its efforts at the state Legislature
where the root of the problem lies.

As for the libraries, three Spokane
moms stood up and said enough to
quiet cutbacks. They tapped a ground-
swell of frustration and headed to
Olympia — where they won bi-partisan
support and $4 million (over $4 per
student) to maintain and improve
school library materials.

So, we’ve got a problem. But as mem-
bers of the PTA, the state’s largest child
advocacy organization, we can fix this.

Basic education finance is the founda-
tion of our school system. When it
fails, kids suffer. If we don’t have sta-
ble and secure funding, our children
won’t get the quality education they
need, and our state’s future will be
compromised. This issue affects the abil-

Hawk Talk

Budget crisis
forces Northshore
school closure
(King TV, 2/12/2008)

Grass roots
effort begins to save
school libraries
(Beattle Times, 11/20/2007)

ity to attract and retain teachers, intro-
duce math and science curriculum, and
prepare children to step into jobs, ap-
prentice programs or higher education.

Two years ago, Gov. Gregoire’s
Washington Learns committee did a
top-to-bottom, 18-month review of our
education system. Its findings were
grim. Here’s one:

We have been importing educated work-
ers from other states and nations to fill
our best jobs, leaving the less stable and
lower paying jobs for people educated in
Washington.

In response to Washington Learns, the
Legislature set up the Joint Task Force
on Basic Education Finance. Its
charge: To review and redefine basic
education and develop a funding
model for it. Pretty basic: Define it
and price it.

This is the first overhaul in 30 years, and
task force members are starting to float
proposals now. The group’s report is due
in December, then the ball moves to the
Legislature’s court, where our represen-
tatives will decide what sort of education
Washington kids will get. We need to be
there, speaking up.

Each of us needs to understand how
the crisis in basic education funding is
jeopardizing our future. We need to
make the local connections and ex-
plain to legislators what the gaps are,
not just in funding but in equity and
standards. What i s t he
going to guarantee our kids?

We need to explain to others, espe-
cially our representatives in Olympia,
what’s at stake. Get informed and en-
gaged. It’s pretty basic, really.

T Washington State PTA education
committee for basic education finance
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From the Hawk Talk editors: The Washington State PTSA is a strong advocate for students in our state, “Speaking on behalf
of children and youth in the schools, in the community, and before governmental bodies and other organizations that make
decisions affecting children...” Each year the Washington State PTSA selects it’s top 5 priorities to focus on and this year one
is Basic Education Funding. The articles on these pages are from the Washington State PTA regarding the current status of
school funding and what’s being planned for the future.
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B [@rst yot have to define it

Part of an ongoing series presented by the Washington PTA education committee on Basic Education Finance,; Contact: Ramona
Hattendorf, ramonal030@clearwire.net, 206-283-9475

Washington’s system to pay for
schools is broken. By law, the state is
supposed to pay for basic expenses
like salaries and utilities. But across
Washington, districts face severe fi-
nancial shortfalls and some may be-
come insolvent. The state is under-
funding K-12 education, primarily by
not covering actual staffing costs and
not keeping up with inflation.

Consider: Experts hired by the Wash-
ington Learns committee recommend
71 certified instructors for every 1,000
students; the state funds 46 per 1,000.
Caught in the discrepancy are kids
who aren’t getting the help they need.
So districts hire more teachers and pay
for them with local funds. Statewide,
local funds pay for 22 percent of our
teaching corps.*

Then there are non-employee costs,
like utilities. In 2006-07, districts
spent $259 million on utilities. The
state paid $118 million.

So the question is: How much do
schools really cost?o answer that,
the Basic Education Finance Task
Force —a group of state and education
representatives charged with making
sure schools get enough money — first
has to define what we need to pay for.
What skills do employers expect?
What standards do colleges stipulate?
How do we prepare kids for life and
career, and what infrastructure does
that require?

The Legislature hasn’t addressed this
issue in 30 years. In the interim, PTA
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members — you guys — have argued for
tougher graduation requirements, bet-
ter diagnostic assessment, stronger
math and science curriculum, and
more funding for facilities. The PTA
position is we need to make schools
better for all students. And when the
state only pays to replace textbooks
every 18 years, and only pays for five
hours of the average six-hour school
day, we need to re-evaluate the state’s
definition of “basic.”

Over the summer, a number of groups
testified before the task force, discuss-
ing everything from accountability to
collective bargaining. The Washington
PTA was there, too, laying out our
positions, asking the state to match
financing to expectations, and remind-
ing them: Kids first. Members of the
task force have since written or spon-
sored preliminary proposals. Some
want fundamental overhaul, such as
changing the way teachers are certified
or evaluated; others just want enough
state funds to cover what districts have
cobbled together. The task force is
meeting weekly and is seeking public
input, By mid-December it will send a
report to the state Legislature. What
happens after that depends on all of us.

We need to ask ourselves: What do
our kids need? What reforms are es-
sential and doable? And we need to
ask our representatives in Olympia:
Why is our current system unsta-
ble? Our schools are financially at risk
and we have high drop out rates. Will
the proposed changes fix the problem?

Hawk Talk

We as a community need to speak
up and make sure that the Legislature
plans and budgets for what kids really
need.

*All budget information in this article comes
from figures provided by the Office of the
Superintendent for Public Instruction.

is a campaign of
“T the Washington
State PTA.

It's Basie! cone e

Our goal: Make sure Washington kids
have stable, secure and sufficient
funding for basic education.

Campaign materials are posted at
www.wastatepta.org/leg/funding.htm.

How to get involved

I Send comments on the proposals
to: bef@wsipp.wa.gov

I Contact your legislator:
http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/home/

f Read a summary of proposals:
http://Iwww.wastatepta.org/leg/
FUNDING_COMMITTEE/
BEF_proposal_sum.pdf

 Read the full proposals or get back-
ground info: http://www.leg.wa.gov/
joint/committees/bef/

 Review WSPTA testimony: http:/
www.wastatepta.org/leg/
BEF_July_2008.pdf

I Learn more about Washington
State school funding:
www.fundingwaschools.org
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A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers !

fiVol unteers are

seldom pai d;

Thank you to all the families who donated food for the Fall Food
Drive! We donated over 120 Ibs of food to Hopelink!

Bake Sales:
Kerry Lodge, Chair Anja Rettig Tami Munsan Teresa Adams
Linda Pangborn Elena Rettig Elena Savage Kim Fishbaugher,

Katie Chilcott
Carole Redlich
Lan Tang

Suzie Connor
Elizabeth Hansford
Laura English

Sherine Varghese
Orfelinda Almeida
Yoko Hatsuta

Angie Christensen
Mette Clarke
Amy Raby

Scholastic Book Fair:

not

Skate Night:

Lisa Lange, Chair
Elizabeth Hansford
Jill Rockafield

Sierra Forstrom
Lisa Hall

Kelly White
Heidi Leto
Cheri Dees

because

they

Hawk Wear:

Lisa Lange, Chair
Laura English

Breanna Dees
Magali Lenarczak
Carol Matheson
Sarah Herrera
Christine Menges

Many thanks to the volunteers who made the Scholastic Book Fair a wonderful success! Your time and effort are greatly appreciated. Special
thanks go to Mrs. Matheson for making the life of a volunteer so simple. It was a joy to work with you.

Shelia Kandeler, co-Chair - Linda Pangborn Erika Gaskill Sue Price
Malia Steeb, co-Chair Katie Chilcott Mette Clark Karen Avery
Laura English Kerry Lodge Elaine Paul

Passport Checkers for November:

Kara Hodges, co-Chair  Min Wang, Peggy
Janitzia Pizarro, co-Chair Mankus, Ling Niu,
Beverly Quinby,
Bolong Cao, Shobana
Balam, Bhavna
Shankar, Sarah Kang,
Sarah Keimig, Suzie
Connor, Janitzia
Pizarro

Bovee, Elaine Paul,
Veena Goli, Amy
Raby, David White,
Anja Rettig, Kara
Hodges

Re-check: Tina Havir,
Janitzia Pizarro, Kara
Hodges, Cindy Poon,
Mette Clarke, Suzie
Connor. Checkers:
Mette Clarke,Maria
Benson, Linda Pang-
born, Jenny Rickman,
Manka Dhengra, Ann

Stamp Cutters: Celia
Galindo de Pizarro,
Magali Lenarczak,
Cathy Wang, Kavita
Sharma, Madhuri
Rajurs, Heejung Kim,

Notes from Laura

(Continued from page 2)

Additionally, our Giving Tree program
is in full swing, and we are collecting
items requested of several families in
our community. You cannot miss the

pecemBer

. Passport Check Day for December

'O SCHOOL—Winter Break

January

tree in the reception area in front of the
office. Please take the time to choose
an item to purchase, and you will

make this season a little bit brighter
for one of our families.

NO SCHOOL—Winter Break
Family Math Night, evening

Thank you for any donations you do Popcorn Friday

make. The immense generosity of our 7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting, Redmond EI
Redmond Village is very much

appreciated. 1 wish you all the .

happiness in 2009, and look forward to .

another ‘visit’ with you through our
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Hawk Talk in January. Be safe!

Library
NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

8:15-8:45m: Donuts for Dad, Muffins for
Mom, Redmond El Library

Popcorn Day

Lake Washington School District Honor
Concert, Juanita High School

Passport Check Day for January

e R e
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Alina Mars
Jamie Young
Suzie Connor

Map Coloring:

Bhavna and Meghna

Shankar

Red's Assistant:Rick

Long

Feiruary

. 6pm: NSH Family Fun Night,
Redmond EI Commons

I Redmond EI Open House, evening

Popcorn Friday
Elementary Band Tour

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting, Redmond EI

Library

NO SCHOOL—Mid-Winter Break
Popcorn Friday

8:15-8:45m: Donuts for Dad, Muffins b
for Mom, Redmond EI Library

Passport Check Day for February 5

7pm: Concert (Grades 3 & 4),
Redmond EI Commons

Marie Benson
Jennifer Forrest
Kay Heine
Barbara Musgrove

Special Thanksto
Anja Rettig, our PTSA
webmaster, for keep-
ing our page updated
and so good looking,
and to Frank Savage,
for letting Red tag
along on his trip to
Korea.
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