
Notes from Laura 

Laura English, PTSA President  

(en español en la página 8) 

I was not an innately curious reader as 

a child.  I preferred to be at my friend 

Cathyôs house creating adventures 

versus reading about them.   That all 

changed when I discovered Laura 

Ingalls Wilder, and her series of books 

that started with The Little House in 

the Big Woods.  Suddenly, I realized 

that books were the doorway to dozens 

upon dozens of adventures.   

Today, reading is up there with 

breathing for me: I cannot imagine 

how or what I would do if I werenôt 

able to read.  And yet, like me when I 

was a child, my children are not as 

keen on reading as they are on playing.  

As a parent, I feel what my mother 

must have felt: a true sadness for what 

they are missing.  Of course, my 

mother must have felt it all the more, 

because she was a librarian.  Imagine 

being a librarian, loving books so 

(continued on page 2) 
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Elaine McInnes, parent to Emma Romaniuk, studies the Hawks designed by  

Redmond El students for the ñParade of Hawksò project.  Story on page 7.  

Redmond Elementary is dedicated to 

guaranteeing that all students learn to 

read at grade level standard.   To ac-

complish that goal, and with the help 

of Title 1 and Better Schools legisla-

tion, Redmond El provides three 

teachers who offer specialized reading 

instruction to low readers. 

Gail Young, Paula Randolph and 

Monique Thackray coordinate the 

reading program and work to help low 

readers achieve their fullest potential 

in reading.  Gail Young has taught at 

Redmond El since 1985, first as a 5th 

grade teacher and then as a reading 

specialist for the last sixteen years.  

She has her Masterôs in Education 

from the University of Washington, as 

does Paula Randolph, who has taught 

at Redmond El for nine years.  To-

gether, they coordinate the K-3 read-

ing program, working with low readers 

to help them achieve their fullest po-

tential in reading. 

Monique Thackray, a former art 

teacher who received her Special Edu-

cation endorsement from the Univer-

sity of Washington, assists students 

with reading as well as coordinating 

schedules and grouping for the WASL 

testing each year.  She is a valuable 

resource in WASL question practice 

and writing, and her specific duties 

change every year according to student 

needs.  This year, she is working in the 

4th-6th grade classrooms, supporting 

those students who are struggling with 

math concepts, as well as helping to 

prepare a group of 4th graders for the 

writing portion of the WASL. 

The reading program at Redmond El 

allows for students to be placed in 

(Continued on page 6) 

Reading Specialists Aid Low Readers 

by Paula Randolph, Gail Young, Monique Thackray and Elena Savage 
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much that you make a career out of 

them, and your own child wants 

nothing to do with them for many, 

many years!  At least I am able to 

understand my childrenôs reluctance, a 

little bit.  But that doesnôt make it any 

easier to get them to read. 

Reading is definitely a survival skill, but 

it usually does not happen on its own, 

and the enjoyment of reading is not 

always natural, either.  Educational 

studies have proven that seeing parents 

choose to read over watching TV or 

having fun readingðon their own or out 

loud to their children--teaches children 
that reading is something to want, not 

something to avoid.   

Even with parents who are avid readers, 

many children have trouble reading.  

Reading is one of the few problems that 

reaches across all socioeconomic strata: 

having money, even elevated education, 

is not a promise that your child will 

learn to read easily or always enjoy it.  

(continued from page 1) Most children learn to read between the 

ages of 4 and 6, and about 5% of those 

kids learn to read easily, almost 

intuitively.  Your child may be one of 
those kids who learned to read 

ñovernight.ò  Or, your child may fall in 

the 20%-30% who learn to read fairly 

easily once they get into school and 

learn phonics.  However, many of us 

will probably have at least one child for 

whom reading is a struggle: 60% of 

children have difficulty learning to read. 

Regardless of reading ability and skill, it 

is important that we as parents teach our 

children the magic of reading.  Reading 
will not only allow our kids to do their 

homework and later, get good jobs.  It 

opens our imaginations.  It allows us to 

experience possibilities, to step into 

someone elseôs shoes for a brief moment 

in time.  It transports us through 

centuries and brings our dreams alive.  

Reading brings magic into our lives.   

One of my goals for 2009 is to find a 

way to get my kids to find that magic.  I 

Notes from Laura 

plan to read with my children as much as 

possible, either by reading my own 

books while they read theirs for a certain 

period every few days, or weôll read a 
book (or series of books) together out 

loud.  My daughter has committed to 

read at least 30 chapter books this year, 

and my first grade son has a goal to read 

a chapter book on his own.   

Create a reading goal with your own 

family this year.  Make the decision to 

read all the books in a series together, or 

challenge each other to read only 

nonfiction books for a month.  Read one 

book in each genre (fantasy, science 
fiction, literature, historical fiction, etc.) 

or read every book by a favorite author.  

Start a family book club.  Choose a book 

that you can all read independently or 

together, out loud, and discuss it from 

each family memberôs perspective.  Find 

an organization that needs people to read 

to children or the elderly.   

Put reading on your agenda this year.  

Teach your children how to find magic.   

Membership Report  
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair 

Members as of 02/06/09: 256 
Membership Goal: 250 members 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA 

Unit 2.8.46  

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us  
President: Laura English 

Executive VP: Koquisa Taylor 
Newsletter Editors: Elena Savage & 

Elizabeth Hansford 
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.702.3419 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer 

Bank Balance as of 12/01/08 ........... $37,157.58  

Bank Balance as of 01/31/09 ........... $18,769.64 

Income: Dec 08-Jan 09 YTD 

Fundraising Income $4,076.99 $22,327.67 

Membership Dues $38.00 $2,394.00 

Miscellaneous Income $458.56 $15,183.63 

Total $4,573.55 $39,905.30 

Expenses: Dec 08-Jan 09 YTD 

Communications $121.30 $579.02 

Community Services $0.00 $1393.12 

Community Service Grants $114.03 $1,029.03 

Enrichment $14,496.80 $19,189.50 

School Services $4,652.21 $4,817.21 

School Services Grants $199.78 $2,516.31 

Fundraising Expenses* $3,018.10 $4,993.05 

Cost of Business** $257.76 $2,871.96 

Total $22,859.98 $37,389.20 

 
*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total 

sales is due catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and 

national PTAs for individual membership fees.  
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DID YOU KNOW?  

Everyone  is welcome to attend the 

PTSA Board meetings! 

Meetings are held monthly - always  

on a Thursday evening and run from 

7-9pm. Come to listen, come to learn, 

or come to contribute. 

2008-2009 Board Meeting Dates  

January 8, February 12,  

March 12, April 16, May 14 

For more information email 

info@redmondelptsa.org  

(en español en la página 9) 

Reading is the single most important 

thing that students learn in school.  In 

the primary grades student ñlearn how 

to readò.  As they move into higher 

grades this switches to ñreading to 

learnò.  The ability to read lies at the 

heart everyoneôs education: in order to 

understand and solve the word problem 

in math, you must be able to read it.  

To memorize the location of countries 

for your Passport test, you must be able 

to read the names of the countries.  

Even operating a computer requires 

reading: you need to recognize the let-

ters on the keyboard and be able to fol-

low directions on the computer screen.   

Many problems in our society are re-

lated to a lack of literacy and reading.  

Did you know that 85 percent of 

prison inmates read at the third grade 

level or below?  The higher a state's 

high school graduation rate is, the 

smaller its prison population is.  At 

Redmond Elementary, our goal is to 

have 100 percent of our children be-

come strong readers.  We use several 

programs to achieve this goal.  

Using Scott Foresman and the Read 

Well Program, students in grades K-2 

ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Janice Heid, Principal 

learn phonics, or the sounds of letters 

and letter combinations, which helps 

them learn how to sound out new 

words.  Students are placed in small 

groups (less than 10 students) according 

to their reading level.   In grades 3-6, 

reading groups are slightly larger.  

Students in these upper grades use the 

Houghton Mifflin reading program to 

work on comprehension strategies, or 

ways to understand what they are read-

ing, as well as beginning to ñread to 

learn,ò which means they are applying 

their reading skills in math, science 

and social studies.   

The Accelerated Reader Program re-

quires each student to set reading goals 

quarterly and earn prizes for achieving 

their goals.  Students keep track of the 

books they read at school and home, 

take tests on these books and earn 

points.  At the end of the quarter, all 

students who met their goals are treated 

to an A/R party, such as a movie day or 

playing Bingo for Homework Passes.   

Itôs important that children are encour-

aged to read at home as well as school.  

Here are five things you can do at 

home that will help your child become 

a strong reader:  

1. Play games with words and word 

games to let your child learn and 

hear new words.  Rhyming words 

really helps students. 

2. Think of every word as a chance 

to help your child become a better 

reader.  Learn the letters and 

sounds by looking for words on 

signs, maps, billboards, cereal 

boxes, money and birthday cards.  

Point out words in books you read 

and that they read.  Talk about the 

sounds you hear in words. Talk 

about the first sound you hear and 

the last sound you hear.   

3. Building vocabulary is like build-

ing a strong foundation.  Try add-

ing three new words everyday to 

your vocabulary as a family.  Use 

the new words as often as you can. 

4. Fluency is reading accurately and 

quickly.  When you become a flu-

ent reader you can pay more atten-

tion to what you are reading and 

less to sounding out words.  Lis-

tening to your child read helps 

them recognize words.  Have your 

child read a story over and over 

until they can read it smoothly.  

Take turns reading sentences so 

they can hear how a strong reader 

reads, or work on becoming 

stronger readers together. 

5. Comprehension is why we read.  

Reading should stimulate our 

brains.  Ask questions about books 

they have read.  Why did that 

character do that?  What do you 

think will happen next?  What 

would you do in that situation?  

Asking questions makes us think 

and thinking exercises our brains. 

Reading is power.  The ability to read 

opens up the entire world to us.  The 

more we read, the more knowledge we 

gain, and the more knowledge we 

gain, the more confident we feel about 

ourselves and our ability to learn even 

more.  And, of course, the smarter we 

feel, the more confident we are, the 

longer we will stay in school and the 

farther we will go in our education and 

lives in general.  Letôs face it: good 

readers make more money!  Help us 

help your child to become a good 

reader by working on the five skills 

above.  If we all work hard together, 

all our children will have great futures!   
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HawkTalk Focus: Delores Bohm 

 

The HawkTalk will be focusing on a 

Redmond El staff member in each is-

sue. This month we  focus on Delores 

Bohm, one of our Instructional assis-

tants and office aids.  Many of you 

may recognize her from the cafeteria, 

where she runs the cash register/

computer at lunch, or the library, 

where she assists Mrs. Matheson with 

processing books (which includes rein-

forcing and labeling books as well as 

recording it into the library database), 

checking books in and out to students 

and keeping our library collection 

dusted. 

Name: Delores Bohm 

Length of time at Redmond El: 23 

years 

Birthday: March 14 

Hometown:  Hays, Kansas 

Family:  Husband: Mike Bohm; 

Daughters: Melissa and Michelle; Son-

in-law: Jeff; Granddaughters: Sarah Jo 

and Samantha 

Education: High school 

Previous Jobs: Nurses Aide in Hays, 

KS; medical packager in Hays, KS; 

sales clerk in Wichita, KS; Instruc-

tional Assistant for Wichita School 

District 

Hobbies: Reading, sewing, crafts, 

cooking, traveling, playing with my 

granddaughters 

Favorite Food: Chocolate Cake 

Travels: [My husband and I] recently 

took an Alaskan cruise to celebrate our 

40th wedding anniversary 

A favorite memory from your own 

school days? Reading 

What do you like about Redmond El 

the most?  The diversity of the school 

and the community involvement. 

Outside of a dog, a book is man's best 

friend.  Inside of a dog it's too dark to 

read.  ~Groucho Marx 

PTSA Helps to Improve Libraryõs Collection 

By Carol Matheson and Elena Savage 

With the help of the Redmond El PTSA, 

our library is improving every year.   

In general, Redmond Elôs library is a 

very old collection.  In 2005 the aver-

age publication date of our Non-

Fiction collection was 1986.  This 

means that books about states and sci-

ence and history, among other topics, 

were at least twenty years old.  Some 

books were even published in the early 

1900s!  The average publication date 

of books in the Fiction section was 

1983, and the average publication date 

of the Everybody section (picture 

books) was 1984.   

The Redmond El PTSA has made it a 

goal to improve the library by adding 

newer, better books whenever possi-

ble.  Three years ago, the library re-

ceived about 300 new books using 

building funds and money earned from 

the Scholastic Book Fair.  Last year, 

the PTSA donated $1,000.00 towards 

500 books.  This year, the PTSA is 

donating $2,000.00 towards the pur-

chase of new books, and they also as-

sisted in winning a one-time grant from 

the state, which will allow the purchase 

of even more books this spring.   

Our students are definitely taking note 

of the improvement in our collection.  

In 2005, about 10,000 books were 

checked out of the Redmond El Li-

brary.  In 2008, almost 15,000 books 

were checked out of the library.  This 

year, almost 10,000 books have al-

ready been checked outðand itôs only 

January!  Our kids are reading more 

because we are offering them better 

books to read.   

The average publication date of books 

in our Non-Fiction collection is now 

1993.  We have withdrawn most of the 

older books that contained inaccurate 

or outdated information.  The average 

publication date of books in our Fic-

tion section has been improved to 

1993, and the average publication date 

in the Everybody section has improve 

to 1990.  There are a lot of old favor-

ites that are still worth reading, but 

until we have money to replace these 

weathered books, they need to be on 

the shelves.  

Take a few moments to browse 

through our library collection the next 

time youôre in the schooléand thank 

the PTSA for continuing to improve 

our collectionéand allowing our stu-

dents the opportunity to find good 

books! 
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McDonaldõs  

Students of the Month 

Congratulations to the following 

students who have been selected as 

McDonaldôs Students of the Month for 

November. These awards are given for 

Academic Excellence and being an 

example of the life skills of respect, 

courtesy, friendship, and courage.  

Kindergarten: Alan Guzman 

First: Nicole Pangborn 

Second: Justin Quan 

Third:      Emma Romaniuk  

Fourth:  Melissa Friefeld      

Fifth: Kender Lee                

Sixth:  Mahre Connor  

Redmond Elõs  

December Peacebuilders 

The following students are recognized 

for being examples of good Peace-

builders for their peers. 

Kinder garten, 1st and 1/2: DôAzuree 

Hartfield,  Amelie Sharples, Breckin 

Forstrom, Musfirah Khan, Scott 

Obrien, Nicole Kim 

2nd, 3rd,  3/4 and 4th:  Annabella 

Grasso, Hannah Bae,  Isabell Marquez, 

Palmer Hodges,  Anuj Maniyar,  

Chantal Vandenbussche,  Oliver Ruo 

5th, 5/6 and 6th:  Jessica Pomeroy, 

Harley Hirsch,  Chanson Kuo, Ada 

Woodard, Julia Rettig 

TAKE A LOOK!  

Check out the  PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org  

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more. 

If you think of other information youôd like to see on the site, contact the 

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org. 

Redmond Elementary 6
th

 grade all-district 

honor musicians 

3rd and 4th grade music program  

February  26 at 7 pm 

Students need to be in their classrooms by 645 p.m.  The concert will take place in 

the gymnasium at 7 p.m. 

A good book on your shelf is a friend 

that turns its back on you and remains 

a friend.  ~Author Unknown 

TV.  If kids are entertained by two let-

ters, imagine the fun they'll have with 

twenty-six.  Open your child's imagi-

nation.  Open a book.   

~Author Unknown 

Planning a party? Looking for a play 

date ? Want to know where to find 

that specialist? Where are those 

school numbers when you need 

them?!   

They all can be found in the Student 

Directory, a must-have for every 

household.  To get one all you need 

to do is  

JOIN PTSA 

 

membership@redmondelptsa.org 

www.redmondelptsa.org 

These students were chosen by their 

directors for showing a high level of 

musicianship and leadership within 

their groups.  In only five rehearsals, 

these students put together several 

challenging pieces of music to perform 

at the LWSD all-district honor concert 

on Thursday January 29th at Juanita 

High School. 

Congratulations to all the musicians 

selected! 

Stone Cao ï orchestra 

Mahre Connor ï orchestra 

Christina  Dias ï orchestra 

Grace Mahan ï orchestra 

Lila  Balakrishnan ï choir 

Alex Hoar ï choir 

Brendan Hobbs ï choir 

Savanna Hewitt  ï choir 

Roshaan Khan ï choir 

Julia Rettig ï choir 

Kyra  Bliss ï band 

Linda Li  ï band 

Chess Club Wins 

First Place at WA 

Junior Open 

Members of the Redmond Elementary 

Chess Club participated in the Wash-

ington Junior Open tournament held 

on January 19th.  Players competed 

with other students at their grade level.   

In the K-3 category, Lilly Cao, Timmy 

Wang and Mckinley Roshak qualified 

for the state tournament.  Robert Hitch 

received a First Timerôs medal.   

In the 4-6 category, Jordan Price quali-

fied for Tournament of Champions 

and the State Tournament.  Sean 

Buzynski, Ryan Satthoff  and Michael 

Vaschillo also qualified for State.  

Players in the 4-6 category also won 

the 1st Place Team Trophy!   

Congratulations and a job well done to 

all participants!    
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What is a Book?  
Lora Daunt  

A book is pages, pictures and words 

A book is animals, people and birds  

A book is stories of queens and kings  

Poems and songs-so many things! 

Curled in a corner where I can hide  

With a book I can journey far and wide  

Though it's only paper from end to end  

A book is a very special friend. 

Source: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/1133/bookpoems.html  

small reading groups depending on 

their particular reading level.  These 

are flexible groups so that students are 

able to move up or down as they dem-

onstrate competency or a need for ad-

ditional practice.  An instrumental part 

of our reading program, and one which 

helps us provide even more small 

groups, is the fact that Redmond El 

has excellent instructional assistants to 

help out with the reading program. 

When possible, and with teacher per-

mission, Gail, Paula or the reading IAs 

pull students from their classrooms at 

non-reading group times of the day to 

offer additional reading practice.  

When possible and if the situation 

calls for it, volunteers are also used as 

assistants.  This month, Paula has be-

gun training six 6th grade Quest stu-

dents to read with some first graders 

and do some math/counting practice 

with kindergarteners. 

Redmond El is fortunate to be able to 

offer small reading groups for K-3 

students, as well as specialized instruc-

tion to low readers.  However, students 

still need their parentsô help. 

ñOne of our biggest challenges for our 

lowest readers is to get students to do 

extra reading practice at home,ò states 

Paula.  ñUnfortunately, reading at 

home often has to compete with TV 

(Continued from page 1) and video game time.ò 

Parental involvement at home is key to 

a childôs reading success and even 

ability.  Reading to or with your child 

is essential.  But actually reading is 

only one part to becoming a good 

reader: hearing language spoken and 

having the opportunity to talk back 

also aids childrenôs reading ability.  

Listening to others speak increases 

focus and providing direct responses 

teaches language.  But TV does not 

count, because TV talks at children, 

not to them.  TV is a passive activity; 

active discussion between a child and 

parent, or a child and other adults is 

essential for a child to be a good 

reader.  As well, loud, fast-paced TV 

sounds can dull a childôs brain and 

make listening for information and 

concentrating in school much more 

difficult. 

Children who are successful readers 

also have good vocabularies.  The 

number of words used in homes of 

good readers is often higher than the 

number of words used in the homes of 

struggling students.  Children need to 

hear words repeatedly in meaningful 

sentences and questions.  Check out 

books in a variety of reading levels 

from the library and read and talk 

about them with your child.  Take note 

of new words you both find and then 

try to use those words again within the 

next day or two.  Make connections 

with what you read and learn together 

with something you see or learn over 

the course of a few weeks.   Talk about 

what you and your child are reading 

together.  Ask questions and listen to 

your child tell you what they have read 

about, or what they understand the 

story to be about. 

Learn and read with your child, and 

allow your child not only the joy of 

learning, but also the pleasure of read-

ing.  For some ideas on books for you 

and your child to read together, find a 

copy of Jim Treleaseôs The Read 

Aloud Handbook, or take a look at 

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/, 

where you will find excerpts from his 

book and booklists.  Reading Matters, 

by Mem Fox, provides more informa-

tion on the link between low reading 

skills and TV.  You will also find 

booklists and tips for reading aloud to 

your children at  

http://www.memfox.com/reading-

magic-and-do-it-like-this/. 

The staff at Redmond Elementary does 

what they can to provide extra reading 

time and conversation about what is 

read to students who need it, during 

school.  But any extra time outside of 

school is a bonus for the development 

of studentsô brains as well as their fu-

ture reading, thinking and communica-

tion skills. 

Reading Specialists Aid Low Readers  

Read to me  
Jane Yolen  

Read to me riddles and read to me rhymes 

Read to me stories of magical times  

Read to me tales about castles and kings  

Read to me stories of fabulous things  

Read to me pirates and read to me knights  

Read to me dragons and dragon-book fights  

Read to me spaceships and cowboys and then  

When you are finished- please read them again. 

Source: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/1133/bookpoems.html  

http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
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Technology was the topic for Mr. Allenôs 

class 

Ms. Clark and her students designed a 

ñSocial Studiesò Hawk 

The ñreadingò Hawk by Ms. Hudspethôs 

class 

Students in Mrs. Peters class designed a 

ñReadingò Hawk 

Students in Ms. Ms. Moskatôs classroom 

drew ñScienceò as their topic 

Students and families check out 

the Hawks display at the Open 

House Mrs. Gross and her students decorated 

an ñArtò Hawk 

Parade of Hawks Brings School Spirit  

by Laura English, Janice Heid and Elena Savage 

Redmond El students and teachers 

participated in a school-wide art pro-

ject during the months of January and 

February.  With the support of the 

PTSA, parent volunteers, teachers and 

staff, each classroom was given a uni-

formly shaped Hawk made out of Sty-

rofoam insulation.   Classrooms drew 

a subject (reading, math, social stud-

ies, geography, music, technology, 

P.E. etc) out of a hat and then decided 

how to decorate their Hawk to repre-

sent that particular discipline.   

The ñParade of Hawksò project gave 

our students an opportunity to connect 

art to their core subjects.  The staff at 

Redmond Elementary understand the 

importance of the arts being integrated 

into a school curriculum, and they 

have been involved with ArtsEd 

Washington,òWashington Alliance for 

Arts Educationò over the past three 

years.  With the help of this organiza-

tion, staff and teachers have partici-

pated in workshops and sharing ses-

sions, as well as receiving help creat-

ing a multi-year arts plan to bring 

more art into our curriculum.  The 

ñParade of Hawksò project highlighted 

the major curricular subjects taught at 

Redmond Elementary while building a 

connection of art to the rest of the 

school curriculum.   

As well, it is hoped that, through the use 

of Hawks, the Redmond El school mas-

cot, the ñParade of Hawksò project will 

build school spirit and enhance our stu-

dentsô sense of belonging.  Redmond El 

has had a large influx of new students 

this year, due to the district relocating 

the full-time Quest program to the 

school, and he staff, students, and PTSA 

have been working hard to fully inte-

grate these new students into the school.   

ñThis project has directly benefitted 

the welfare of our students by building 

upon our community through a coop-

erative project that included all stu-

dents,ò said Laura English, Redmond 

El PTSA President.  

The Hawks were displayed in the school 

Library during Open House on February 

5th and will be hung on the walls out-

side the office in the circular hallway.  

The students are all very proud of the 

projects they have produced.   
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Febrero de 2009 

Notas de Laura 

Laura English, PTSA President  

No era una lectora ávida en 

mi niñez. En realidad 

prefería ir a casa de mi amiga Cathy a 

vivir aventuras, más que leer sobre 

ellas. Todo eso cambió cuando 

descubrí a Laura Ingalls Wilder y su 

serie de libros que comienza con La 
pequeña casa en la pradera. De 

repente me di cuenta de que los libros 

son la puerta hacia docenas y docenas 

de aventuras. 

Hoy en día, para mí leer es tan 

importante como respirar: no me 

puedo imaginar qué haría si no pudiera 

leer. Aún así, tal como me sucedió a 

mí cuando era niña, a mis hijos no les 

interesa leer tanto como jugar.  Como 

madre, siento lo que mi madre debe 

haber sentido: una gran tristeza de 

pensar en lo que se están perdiendo.  

Claro que, mi madre debe haberlo 

sentido aún más, dado que trabajaba 

en una Biblioteca. ¡Imagínese ser 

bibliotecaria, amar tanto los libros 

como para escogerlos como carrera, y 

que sus propios hijos no muestren el 

más mínimo interés por muchos, 

muchos años!  Por lo menos yo puedo 

más o menos comprender la resistencia 

que ponen mis hijos, pero eso no facilita 

la tarea de animarlos a leer. 

Leer es definitivamente necesario para 

la supervivencia, pero generalmente 

no sucede de manera espontánea, y el 

gusto por leer no siempre se da 

naturalmente.  Estudios en educación 

han demostrado que ver a los padres 

escoger la lectura por sobre la TV, o 

verlos disfrutar de la lectura ï a solas o 

en voz alta a sus hijos ï les enseña a 

los niños que leer es algo deseable, no 

algo que hay que evitar. 

Aún cuando los padres son ávidos 

lectores, muchos niños tienen 

problemas para leer.  La lectura es uno 

de los pocos problemas que se 

presenta a lo largo de todos los 

estratos socioeconómicos: tener dinero 

o educación superior no es una 

garantía de que su hijo va a aprender a 

leer fácilmente o de que lo va a 

disfrutar.  La mayoría de los niños 

aprenden a leer entre los 4 y los 6 

años, y aproximadamente el 5% de 

ellos aprende a leer fácilmente, de 

manera intuitiva.   Puede que su hijo 

sea de esos que aprendi· a leer ñde un 

d²a para el otroò. O, quiz§s su hijo 

caiga en el 20-30% que aprende a leer 

fácilmente una vez que entran a la 

escuela y aprenden lectura fonética.  

Sin embargo, muchos de nosotros 

tendremos al menos un hijo a quien se 

le dificulte la lectura: 60% de los niños 

tienen problemas para aprender a leer. 

Independientemente de la facilidad 

con la que aprendan a leer nuestros 

hijos, es importante que sus padres les 

enseñemos la magia de la lectura.  

Leer no sólo les permitirá hacer la 

tarea o conseguir un buen trabajo más 

adelante. La lectura nos abre la 

imaginación. Nos permite experimentar 

las posibilidades,  ponernos en los 

zapatos de alguien más por un breve 

instante en el tiempo. Nos transporta a 

través de cientos de años y le da vida a 

nuestros sueños.  Leer trae la magia a 

nuestras vidas. 

Una de mis metas para este año 2009 

es encontrar la manera de que mis 

hijos encuentren esa magia.  Planeo 

leer con mis hijos lo más posible, ya 

sea leyendo mis propios libros 

mientras ellos leen los suyos, o 

leyendo un libro (o una serie de libros) 

juntos en voz alta.  Mi hija se 

comprometió a leer 30 libros con 

capítulos este año, y mi hijo en primer 

grado tiene la meta de leer un libro con 

capítulos él solo. 

Este año, usted y su familia 

propónganse una meta.  Tomen la 

decisión de leer juntos todos los libros 

de una serie, o decidan leer sólo libros 

sobre hechos reales por un mes. Lean 

un libro de cada género (fantasía, 

ciencia ficción, literatura, historia, 

etc.), o lean todos los libros de un 

autor específico. Comiencen un club 

de lectura familiar. Escojan un libro 

que todos puedan leer ya sea juntos o 

de manera independiente, y discútanlo 

desde la perspectiva de cada miembro 

de la familia.  Encuentren una 

organización que necesite gente para 

leer a niños o a adultos mayores. 

Este año, ponga la lectura en su 

agenda.  Enseñe a sus hijos cómo 

encontrar la magia. 
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora 

Janice Heid, Principal 

La lectura es el conocimiento básico 

más importante que los estudiantes 

adquieren en la escuela primaria.  En 

los primeros grados, los estudiantes 

ñaprenden a leerò. Conforme avanzan 

a los grados intermedios, esto se torna 

en ñleer para aprenderò.  La capacidad 

de leer es la base de toda la educación: 

para poder comprender y resolver un 

problema matemático, primero debe-

mos ser capaces de leerlo.  Para me-

morizar la ubicación de los países en 

un mapa, primero debemos leer los 

nombres de los países.  Inclusive para 

operar una computadora requerimos 

leer: necesitamos reconocer las letras 

en el teclado y ser capaces de seguir 

las instrucciones en la pantalla. 

Muchos de los problemas de nuestra 

sociedad se deben a la falta de alfabe-

tización y deficiencias en la lectura. 

Sabía usted que el 85% de los prisio-

neros en las cárceles leen por debajo 

del nivel de tercer grado?  Mientras 

más alto es el nivel de graduación de 

preparatoria (high school) en un esta-

do, más bajo es el porcentaje de su 

población en prisión.  En la Escuela 

Primaria Redmond, nuestra meta es 

que el 100% de nuestros niños se con-

viertan en buenos lectores.  Usamos 

varios programas para llegar a este fin.  

Para aprender los sonidos de las letras 

y las combinaciones de éstas, los estu-

diantes en los grados K-2 usan los pro-

gramas Scott Foresman y Read Well. 

Los estudiantes son divididos en gru-

pos de lectura pequeños (de menos de 

10 estudiantes), de acuerdo con su ni-

vel de lectura. En los grados 3-6, los 

grupos de lectura son un poco más 

grandes. Los estudiantes en los grados 

3-6 usan el programa Houghton Mif-

flin, que trabaja con estrategias de 

comprensión, o maneras de compren-

palabras tan seguido como pue-

dan.  

4. Fluidez es leer rápida y correcta-

mente.  Cuando nuestra lectura es 

fluida, podemos poner más aten-

ción a lo que estamos leyendo y 

menos a cómo suenan las pala-

bras. Escuchar a sus hijos cuando 

leen les ayuda a reconocer pala-

bras.  Haga que su hijo lea una 

historia una y otra vez hasta que 

pueda hacerlo sin problemas. To-

men turnos leyendo párrafos para 

que puedan escuchar cómo suena 

un buen lector, o trabajen juntos 

en mejorar su lectura. 

5. La comprensión es por qué lee-

mos. Leer estimula nuestro cere-

bro. Haga preguntas sobre los li-

bros que han leído.  ¿Por qué el 

personaje hizo eso? ¿Qué crees 

que va a pasar después? ¿Qué har-

ías tú en la misma situación? 

Hacer preguntas nos hace pensar y 

pensar ejercita nuestros cerebros.  

Leer es poder. La lectura nos abre las 

puertas del mundo entero.  Mientras 

más leemos, más sabemos, y mientras 

más conocimiento adquiramos, mayor 

es nuestra confianza en nosotros mis-

mos y nuestra capacidad para aprender 

aún más. Y por supuesto, mientras más 

capacitados nos sintamos y más con-

fianza tengamos en nosotros mismos, 

permaneceremos más tiempo en la 

escuela y llegaremos más lejos en 

nuestra educación y en nuestras vidas. 

¡Admitámoslo! ¡Los buenos lectores 

ganan más dinero! Ayúdenos a ayudar 

a sus hijos a convertirse en buenos 

lectores, trabajando en las cinco estra-

tegias citadas.  ¡Si trabajamos dura-

mente todos juntos, todos nuestros 

niños tendrán un gran futuro! 

der lo que se está leyendo, así como 

comenzar a ñleer para aprenderò, lo 

cual significa que apliquen sus habili-

dades de lectura en matemáticas, cien-

cias naturales y ciencias sociales.  

El programa de Lectura Acelerada 

(Accelerated Reader o AR por sus si-

glas en inglés) requiere que cada estu-

diante fije metas de lectura cada tres 

meses. Los estudiantes obtienen pre-

mios cada vez que alcanzan sus metas.  

Los estudiantes llevan un registro de 

los libros que han leído tanto en la 

escuela como en casa, hacen exámenes 

sobre estos libros y ganan puntos. Al 

final de cada trimestre, todos los estu-

diantes que alcanzan su meta son invi-

tados a una fiesta, que puede incluir 

ver una película, o jugar al bingo u 

obtener pases de ñno tareaò. 

Es muy importante que a los niños se 

les anime a leer tanto en casa como en 

la escuela. Éstas son cinco cosas que 

usted puede hacer en casa para ayudar 

a sus hijos a convertirse en buenos 

lectores: 

1. Jugar juegos de palabras o juegos 

que requieran de vocabulario, o 

emplear rimas. 

2. Piense en cada palabra escrita co-

mo una oportunidad para ayudar a 

su hijo a mejorar su lectura. 

Aprendan las letras y los sonidos 

leyendo las palabras que aparecen 

en los letreros de las calles, ma-

pas, desplegados comerciales, ca-

jas de cereal, billetes o tarjetas de 

cumpleaños.  Hablen de los soni-

dos en cada palabra.  

3. Construir el vocabulario es como 

construir un cimiento fuerte.  In-

tente agregar tres nuevas palabras 

en el vocabulario de su familia 

todos los días. Usen sus nuevas 
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Giving Tree Success  
 The giving tree was a great success 

with at least 20 gifts given to each of 

the 4 families.   

Despite the snow days, PTSA Board 

Members were able to retrieve the 

gifts from the school, and the 5th 

grade Girl Scout Troop had them 

wrapped in time to be delivered by 

Christmas.  All the kids received 4-5 

gifts and each family received about 

$80 in gift cards.   

A very special thank you to everyone 

who donated, the PTSA Board mem-

bers who were involved, and the 5th 

grade Girl Scout Troop for their time.  

You all helped to brighten the holidays 

for some of our families! 

Redmond El PTSA presents  

 School Spirit Skate Night  

For family and friends 

Thursday, March 5th, 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Come join other Redmond El teachers, staff, families and friends 

for a fun night of roller skating at Skate King. 

Skate King is located at 2301ð140th Ave NE, Bellevue.  We have rented the rink, so 

we will be the only group skating. 

NO DROP-OFFS! 

Students 18 years and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Pay $5 per skater (student or adult) at the door. 

Price includes quad skate rental. 

We accept cash or check (Redmond Elementary PTSA). 

Please do not send money to school. No advance ticket sales. 

See you there! 

Contact Lisa Lange at 425-881-6576 with questions. 

 

PTSA News 

Washington State PTSA New Focus Day in Olympia - Feb. 26, 2009! 

There will be big changes this year to 

our member-hosted, annual advocacy 

event in Olympia. This year weôll be 

out in the open up front of the Capitol 

Dome ï a noontime Rally On The 

Steps! It is time to be a part of a visi-

ble change, and definitely not a time to 

leave it up to someone else. This is 

your time to act with your WSPTA! 

The release of the final report by the 

legislatureôs Basic Education Finance 

Joint Task Force (BEF) will make 

2009ôs Focus day different. This is the 

year we want the media, people of 

influence and everyone to know where 

WSPTA stands on their mandate. 

Register your RSVP online today to 

stay in the loop with updates about 

events and transportation, and check 

the WSPTA Legislation page for Fo-

cus Day updates and resources - http://

www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm.  

The Rally features the Governor and 

elected officials. Advocacy partners 

for childrenôs issues and education 

will join us too. Around the Rally will 

be member activities in the basement 

of the Capitol Dome, where attendees 

may meet throughout the day. 

Our legislative Top 5 Issues deter-

mined at Legislative Assembly are the 

focus of WSPTAôs advocacy ï our 

showing up in Olympia for a public 

conversation emphasizes the pivotal 

role members contribute to their legis-

latorôs focus around the issues. 

Mark your calendars for Thu. Feb. 26 

for the 12:00-1:00 PM Rally -- please 

 
For more information on  

Focus Day and the 2009 WSPTA Legislative Session  
http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/session_09.htm 

For more information on  
WSPTA Basic Education Funding Committee  

http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/funding.htm 

contact us with any questions you have 

for Focus Day. Thank you for sharing 

this day, and for all you do every day 

for your children and communities. 

WSPTA Focus Day Co-Chairs 2008-

09: Byron Shutz  &  Shelley Kloba 

bcshutz@comcast.net   shel-

ley@kloba.com; http://

www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm. 

http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
mailto:bcshutz@comcast.net
mailto:shelley@kloba.com
mailto:shelley@kloba.com
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
http://www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm
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Purchase of New Tables Reduces Lunch Periods to Three 

By Steve Hitch and Elena Savage  

Thanks to Lowes, the District, the 

PTSA, and a flexible staff, our stu-

dents are back to three lunch-periods!  

Redmond El began the 2008-2009 

school year with four lunch-periods 

for our students due to a significant 

increase in student population.   There 

was simply not enough space in the 

lunch room to accommodate all our 

students in the traditional three lunch-

period schedule. Parents of students in 

the fourth lunch-period were greatly 

concerned, because these children 

were not sitting down to eat until 1:00. 

Complaints of headaches and tummy-

aches mobilized parents to bring in 

mid-morning snacks, but this solution 

detracted from learning time in the 

morning and was logistically difficult.  

The principal, Ms. Heid, and the 

PTSA determined that a different style 

of lunch table would fix the problem. 

Rectangular tables instead of round, 

with benches instead of stools, would 

accommodate more students in the 

lunchroom at one time, thereby allow-

ing a return to the usual three lunch-

period schedule.  As to how to get the 

necessary tablesé.that came down to 

money.  Ms. Heid requested help from 

Lake Washington School District, re-

evaluated her building budget, and, 

PTSA News 

with the PTSAôs help, obtained a 

$5,000.00 grant from Loweôs Charita-

ble and Educational Foundation  

(http:/www.toolboxforeducation.com/).  

With the Loweôs grant and an addi-

tional PTSA contribution, Redmond 

Elementary has been able to purchase 

five tables, with an additional four on 

order.  The initial order of five tables 

has allowed a return to the three lunch-

period schedule, and by the end of the 

year we will have a total of nine new 

tables, providing for even more elbow 

room in the cafeteria.  Ms. Heid and 

the PTSA will look for opportunities 

to add three more rectangular  tables 

over time, to bring the eventual total to 

twelve.  

In order to make certain our students, 

staff and teachers were able to return 

to a three-lunch period schedule with 

minimal disruption to classroom 

schedules, Ms. Heid worked with the 

teachers to reduce the four lunch-

periods to three.  The new schedule 

was implemented in January and, al-

though our students at first were not 

sure how to sit at the new tables (did 

they need to squish all together and 

leave half the bench free?  Or could 

they spread out on the benches a lit-

tle?), sitting at the new tables is cov-

eted by the few classes that are still 

stuck with the old round tables.  How-

ever, with more tables on order, all of 

our students will be sitting at rectangu-

lar tables with benches, instead of 

round tables with stools, soon enough.   

The new tables are also appreciated by 

Redmond Elôs extracurricular groups: 

Family Fun Nights, which offers din-

ner and group games, chess tourna-

ments, and science fairs will all be 

able to take full advantage of the new 

style of cafeteria table.  

Thanks to Lowes, Principal Heid, and 

the PTSA for solving our population 

issues and tummy troubles, increasing 

student attention, and improving time 

for classroom instruction! 

http://www.toolboxforeducation.com/
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me a postcard whenever and wherever 

you travelðI just love getting mail!!  

Send your postcards to:   

Redmond El PTSA 

ATTN: The Passport Club, 

P.O. Box 2202 

Redmond, WA 98073 

Do you have wonderful digital photos 

of your last vacation?  Choose your 

favorite and send it with your com-

ments to my beary own email address: 

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org. 

Interested in Joining the Redmond El PTSA Board?  

The Nominating Committee is currently looking for volunteers interested in 

joining the PTSA Board for the 2009/2010 school year. 

Come join other parents in working with our school for benefit of our students. For more 

information, contact the Nominating Committee by either leaving us a note with the 

office or emailing nomcomm@redmondelptsa.org and someone will get back to you. 

Passport Club Itinerary 

The Passport Club check day for  

February is February 26. Below is the 

itinerary for the first three levels.  

Level 1: India, Colombia,  Romania, 

Chile, Lybia 

Level 2:  Cambodia, Botswana, Ivory 

Coast,  Denmark, Oman 

 Level 3: Andorra, Cuba, Bosnia & 

Herzogovina,  Belarus, 

Guinea Bissau 

Enrichment 

Super Cool Science 

The three states of matterédo they 

matter??   

The PTSA sponsored a presentation by 

the Pacific Science Center on Decem-

ber 9 during which our students were 

introduced to the weird world of the 

SUPER COOL, where gases become 

liquids and liquids become solids.   

In this fast-paced show, liquid nitrogen 

took center stage in a variety of ex-

periments with surprising results.  The 

Inter-Planetary Olympics demon-

strated what it is like to bounce a rac-

quetball or munch a graham cracker in 

the sub-zero temperatures of Pluto! 

Hi, all you geography experts!  Are 

you still having fun learning about all 

the countries of the world?  I bet you 

know more than your parents by now.  

And from the looks of all the postcards 

Iôve been receiving, youôve certainly 

been travelling to all sorts of places!   

Iôve been busy travelling, too.  Since the 

last time we talked, Iôve visited Narita, 

Japan, the Phillipines, and Anchorage, 

Alaska, among other cool places!  My 

good buddy Mr. Hudspeth has let me 

tag along with him again while he flew 

to a whole bunch of neat places in Asia.  

Thank you, Mr. Hudspeth!   

Read all about my adventures and see 

my awesome collection of postcards 

(sent to me by YOU) at my blog, kept 

up to date by Sara Buckley  

(thank you, Sara!).  Go to  

http://www.redmondelptsa.org/

passport/passport.html, and then click 

on the link at the bottom of my ador-

able photo.  From there, you can either 

access my travel blogs by clicking on  

in the box that says ñRedôs Journey 

Around the World,ò or you can view 

my postcard collection by clicking on 

ñWhere in the World Have You Beenò 

in the lower left-hand corner.   

Have a great time reading about my 

adventures and keep on learning those 

countries.   And donôt forget to send 

Red the Bear Has New Site for Postcard Collection 

by Elena Savage and Janitzia Pizarro 

Some of the Chalk art created by  

Redmond El students on  

February  5, 2009 

mailto:passportclub@redmondelptsa.org
http://www.redmondelptsa.org/passport/passport.html
http://www.redmondelptsa.org/passport/passport.html
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Redmond El Science Needs Your Help  

The Science Fair  is happening March and volunteers are needed to make it happen.  

Science Lunch Club  is looking for Presenters, Helpers, Poster-Makers, and 

|especially Musicians to participate in a demonstration of the science behind sound!  

Science on Wheels , from the Pacific Science Center, is visiting on February 20 and 

we have three shifts that need filling!  

If you care about science, contact Steve Hitch at 425.883.2646 or  

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org . 

Enrichment 

PRIZES, PRIZES, PRIZES! 

By Steve Hitch 

Count Down to the Science Fair  

10 Select your topic 

9 Do your homework 

8 Plan 

7 Prepare 

6 Do the experiment 

5 Figure out what happened 

4 Write your report 

3 Make your display  

2 Rehearse your demonstration 

1 Science Fair 

Do I have your attention, yet? You can 

win PRIZES at the science fair! You 

can also learn about a topic of your 

choosing and do real science! Have 

you settled on a science fair project 

yet? Get started! This yearôs science 

fair is at the end of March.  Thatôs 

right around the corner! Weôll be send-

ing out sign-up sheets right away with 

more information. In the meantime, 

chew on this: 

Select Your Topic.  Hey, it's a simple 

fact of human nature. People like to do 

things that interest them, and they hate 

to spend time slogging away on things 

they hate. Donôt get stuck doing a pro-

ject that your teacher or parent thinks 

"should" interest you. There's no 

quicker way to make you hate science! 

Get help from them with ideas, but you 

need to make the decision of what you 

want to do. Fortunately, since science 

encompasses absolutely everything in 

the universe, it shouldn't be too hard to 

find a topic you like! The Science Fair 

is about you exploring the world around 

you and having fun 

with science.   

Start by asking your-

self what you enjoy 

doing. There are a 

number of fabulous 

internet resources out 

there to help you find 

a topic for your project.  

My favorite site is one that includes a 

ñTopic Selection Wizard.ò  Please 

visit: http://www.sciencebuddies.org/

mentoring/project_ideas.shtml.  Once 

you have selected a topic, this site 

actually shows you how to set up an 

experiment within that topic.  Use 

their ideas or adjust them to match 

best with your own interests!  

Browse this site to find completed pro-

jects and displays by other students:  

http://www.juliantrubin.com/

sciencefairprojectsaz.html  

This site offers lots of good topics 

with more information available for 

sale:  http://www.all-science-fair-

projects.com  

This site has lots of good science pro-

ject questions you can find answers 

for: http://

school.discoveryeducation.com/

sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/

ideas.html  

If you are really stuck finding a project 

idea, email Steve at  

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.  

Once you have your project se-

lected, the best thing to do is to 

look for books about your sub-

ject.  You may find that some-

one thinks they have the answer 

to the question you want to 

prove in your experi-

ment.  There is no harm in doing an 

experiment that proves that the answer 

you found in a book is right or 

wrong.  This is a great way to spend 

some of those rainy weekend days, 

particularly during winter break.  If 

you are really stuck looking for books 

or internet resources, email Steve at 

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.  

All photos on this page 

from 2008 Science Fair 

mailto:enrichment@redmondelptsa.org
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/mentoring/project_ideas.shtml
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/mentoring/project_ideas.shtml
http://www.juliantrubin.com/sciencefairprojectsaz.html
http://www.juliantrubin.com/sciencefairprojectsaz.html
http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com/
http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com/
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/ideas.html
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/ideas.html
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/ideas.html
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/scifairstudio/ideas.html
mailto:enrichment@redmondelptsa.org
mailto:enrichment@redmondelptsa.org
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The Cultural Celebration 

By Milinda Bhopatkar 

Student Page 

Submitting items for Student Pages  

Are you a student interested in submitting your writing, drawing, or other printable creative work to the Hawk Talk? Has your class done something youôd like to 

report on? Weôd love to see it or hear about it!  

You can send your submissions to us via the office or email (or have your parents email it) to  

hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If your submission passes our editorial review, weôll publish it in the next Hawk Talk as room permits. Be sure to include your name 

and teacherôs name on your submissions so we can contact you and return any original work submitted. 

On Wednesday, December 10, 2008, 

there was a Cultural Celebration held 

with 3 classrooms. Mr. Allenôs fourth 

grade, Mrs. Strongôs fourth grade, and 

Mrs. Burtonôs (my teacher) third and 

fourth grade classes were involved.  

On the upper floor there was much ex-

citement on the day. It was finally the 

time of the day which the Cultural 

Celebration was to be held. Everyone 

was supposed to bring some type of 

cultural food. People who wanted to 

could do a cultural dance or sing some-

thing from their culture. Everyone that 

had cultural clothing wore theirs, and 

the celebration finally began! 

Mrs. Burton announced that since 

some people who were in her class last 

year had pen pals in Mr. Allenôs or 

Ms. Strongôs class, they should sit 

with them. Mrs. Burton paired up the 

others. Soon everyone was talking 

away with their new friends.  

Then, once all the food was set up by 

all the moms who had volunteered, the 

teachers announced that the quietest 

tables would get to go to eat first. We 

were about the third or fourth group 

that went out into the hall for food.  

When I got out there and saw all the 

food, I was amazed! There was so 

much! (Mostly in the desert section of 

the food.) I found out that people were 

German, East Indian, Hispanic, Chi-

nese, Japanese, Pilipino, English, Tai-

wanese, Somalian, Native American, 

Russian, Italian, Romanian, and also a 

few more cultures. There were deli-

cious foods like cookies, muffins, cof-

fee cakes, milk cakes, quesidias, spa-

ghetti, molai, Irish soda bread, bread-

sticks, Texas barbecue, meatballs, and 

much more. After everybody was done 

FLASH 
By Trevor Lange 

There once was a puppy named Flash 

My little puppy Flash loved to dash 

Sometimes he went so fast 

He bashed right into the trash 

Flash, by  

Trevor Lange 

with their first serving, people went 

back for seconds and thirds.   

When the performances began, my 

friends and I were the first act. We had 

made up a cultural dance to a Hindi 

song, so we danced for about two and 

a half minutes.  Then, Katie shared a 

CD of a traditional song that her fam-

ily and she sing at special occasions. 

Also, Alexis showed some of his Ro-

manian treasures. Next, Robert shared 

a Native American medicine bag his 

father had given him.  Morgan and 

Michelle shared information about tea 

in England.  Finally, Jordan sang a 

traditional song very beautifully. Then, 

everyone went back to their classroom.  

Sadly, that was the end of the Cultural 

Celebration.  

Nathan Chilcott (left) and James Oban (right) working together to solve a problem 

during Jr. Lego Club 
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School Happenings 

School Happenings: A Monthly Grade Level Update 

Compiled by Diane Huseman and Michele Nice 

facts at their own levels.  It is high interest 

and very motivating.  The sixth grades 

began placing students on the computer 

every day for a minimum of 10-15 min-

utes beginning mid-January. 

Dibels:  

The intermediate teachers in grades 3-6 

attended a half day in-service training on 

Tuesday morning, January 13, to learn 

how to administer the Dibels oral read-

ing fluency testing for students in 3-6.  

We will be testing oral reading in these 

grades to get a benchmark by the end of 

January. 

Cafeteria Tables:  

Thanks to the PTSA for helping us ob-

tain a grant from Loweôs, we received 

four new lunch tables in January.  The 

long tables with bench seats have al-

lowed us to return to three lunches, 

which we began on January 12.  Several 

grade levels have had to adjust to new 

lunch times. 

The following information about what 

is happening in the classrooms was 

covers December and January. 

Hawk Art Projects:  

Leslie Fields and Janice Heid cut boards 

and drew the Hawks on as a template for 

each class.  All classrooms have been 

assigned the different subject area to 

design their Hawks!  Teachers are all 

currently working with their classes to 

brainstorm how they will complete their 

designs. 

Salmon:  

We lost around 300 salmon eggs around 

winter vacation.  It is possible they died 

due to cold temperatures over vaca-

tionðmaybe the power went out.  We 

donôt know for sure.  The eggs were 

replaced Wednesday, January 7, with 

new eggs from the Issaquah Hatchery.  

They are already beginning to hatch.  

We probably have 100-150 eggs right 

now. 

Recycle:  

The 6th graders met with the Green 

School program representative from the 
City of Redmond on Thursday, January 

8th.  We are making posters to advertise 

our newest recycling venture: food scrap 

recycling!  Posters will be displayed 

around the school and throughout the 

community.  Recycling will begin on 

January 28th.  The city will be using food 

waste for composting, which is eventu-

ally sold to landscapers.  We will be 

training our recyclers to help in the cafe-

teria and aid students in recycling food 

waste, paper products, milk cartons, etc. 

 

Fastt Math:  

The entire school is working to schedule 

time for every student to work a mini-
mum of three times a week for 15 minutes 

to master the basic facts in addition, sub-

traction, multiplication and division.  We 

are one of a few pilot schools in the dis-

trict using this new program.  It is indi-

vidualized and paces students through the 

Books to Curl Up With 

Another gray rainy day?  Cold driving you inside?  Maybe even snow??  Looking for something else to do?  Try reading one or two of the 
following books recommended by Mrs. Matheson, Redmond Elôs own librarian.  Kids, entertain your parents or friends with poetry about 
dogs or get everyone in the summer mindset with Heat, a baseball story.  Parents, need a little something to help you get through Mid-
Winter break?  Check out one of Mrs. Mathesonôs personal favorites below.  Bottom line?  When the weather outside is frightful, grab a 
book and read, read, read!   

Picture Books 

¶Once I Ate a Pie by Patricia MacLachlanða charming poetry book about dogs.  I make guests at my house listen to this.   

¶Velma Gratch & the Way Cool Butterfly  by Alan Madison ïa Washington Childrenôs Choice from this year about a little girl and a 
butterfly. 

¶Would I Ever Lie To You? By Caralyn BuehnerðHis cousin tells outrageous lies sometimesðbut sometimes what sounds like an 
outrageous lie is really the truth.  Soðis the pie really poisonous?  Or, is this a chance to fool his cousin? 

Chapter Books 

¶ Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy--based on a true story, this is a dramatic tale of life in a Jewish ghetto in Poland during WWII where 
only 800 out of over 270,000 Jews survived. 

¶Heat by Mike Lupica--Iôm not a sports fan but this book has a lot more to itðand itôs a great baseball story too. 

¶Found by Margaret Haddix Peterson--a new series by Haddix about two adopted boys receiving strange messages warning themð
but they donôt understand whoôs sending them or why. 

Adult Books 

¶ The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann ShafferðMy husband gave me this book for my birthday a 
while back and it was one of the best books Iôve read in a long time.  Itôs a moving story about the island of Guernsey, off 
Franceôs coast, which was occupied by the Germans in World War II.  Youôll love the characters! 

¶Any of Alan Furstôs World War II era spy novels.  Both my husband and I love them. 

¶The Whistling Season by Ivan Doigðone of my favorite authors has a delightfully funny yet touching book about a housekeeper 
who comes West in the fall of 1909 to help a widower and his sons.   



 16 February 2009 Hawk Talk 

A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers ! 

ñVolunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, but because they are PRICELESS!ò 

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting, Redmond El 

Library 

NO SCHOOLðMid-Winter Break 

Popcorn Friday 

7pm: Concert (Grades 3 & 4),  

Redmond El Commons 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

Passport Check Day for February 

 

Hawk Wear:  

Lisa  Lange, Chair 
Laura English 

Thank you to all the families who donated gifts or gift cards to our Giving Tree Families!   

Sally Foster:  

Elaine Paul, Chair 
Maria Benson 
Heid Leto 

Popcorn Friday  

Passport Volunteers for December:   

Kara Hodges, co-Chair 
Janitzia Pizarro, co-Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Stamp Cutters: Celia 
Galindo de Pizarro, 
Summer Newberry, 
Jessica Falkner, Min 
Wang, Peggy Mankus, 

Magali Lenarczak, 
Sarah Keimig, Madhuri 

Rajurs, Kavita Sharma, 
Beverly Quinby, Cathy 
Wang, Heejung Kim, 
Ling Niu, Bolong Cao, 
Shobana Balam, 

Bhavna Shankar, Suzie 
Connor.  

Checkers: Thank you 
all who offered to give 
a hand for December 
Check Day, which 
unfortunately didn't 

take place due to 
snow. Still, we appre-

ciate your kindness in 
volunteering during 
what is usually a most 
busy time of the year.  
Redôs Assistant: Sara 

Buckley  
 

Special Thanks: Mike 
Hudspeth, who took 
Red to a whole lot of 
places in Asia and sent 
us amazing pictures of 

their trip. 

Spring Break 

Popcorn Friday 

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting, Redmond El 

Library 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

8th Annual Hawk Walk & 5K Run,  

Sammamish Trail at Redmond Town Center;  

Registration and packet pick-up starts at 8am 

A future Red El student checks out the salmon tank 

at the Open House on February 5. 

Erica Gaskill, co-Chair 
Sue Price, co-Chair 
 

Sara Buckley 
Shelli Grasso 
 

Janitzia Pizarro 
Elena Savage 
Autumn Savage 

Charles Zalinsky  
Pam Tschumi  

6-8pm: Neighborhood Schoolhouse  

Family Fun Night 

6-8pm: Skate Night at Skate King, Bellevue 

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting,  

Redmond El Library 

HALF DAYSðConferences 

Used Book Fair 

7pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert,  

Redmond Jr. High 

Popcorn Friday 

Hawk Walk Student Kick-off Assembly 

Science Fair, Redmond El Commons 

pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

Passport Check Day for March 

Spring Break 

Passport Check Day for April 

6-8pm: Neighborhood Schoolhouse  

Family Fun Night 

7pm: Concert (Grades 1 & 2),  

Redmond El Commons 

7pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert,  

Redmond Jr. High 

Once a man was walking along a beach. The sun was shining and it was a beautiful day. Off in the distance he could see a 

person going back and forth between the surf's edge and and the beach. Back and forth this person went. As the man ap-

proached he could see that there were hundreds of starfish stranded on the sand as the result of the natural action of the tide. 

The man was stuck by the the apparent futility of the task. There were far too many starfish. Many of them were sure to perish. 

As he approached the person continued the task of picking up starfish one by one and throwing them into the surf.  

As he came up to the person he said, ñYou must be crazy. There are thousands of miles of beach covered with starfish. You 

can't possibly make a difference.ò The person looked at the man. He then stooped down and pick up one more starfish and 

threw it back into the ocean. He turned back to the man and said, ñIt sure made a difference to that one!ò 

Thank you to all our volunteers who are making a difference in our school, one generous act at a time. 

Story adapted from The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley (1907 - 1977) 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0156849097?ie=UTF8&tag=mc_starfish-20&link_code=as3&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0156849097

