Hawk Talk

February 2010

Redmond Elementary PTSA 2.8.46 ® 16800 NE 80th 5t., Redmond, WA 98052 = 425.936.2660 " redmondelptsa.org
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Guest Columnist: Carol Matheson,
Redmond Elementary Librarian

I’ve always loved reading. As many
of you know, | moved a lot when I was
young—in the middle of third grade,
the middle of fourth grade, the middle
of fifth grade, on October 31st (I
missed the Halloween party) in sixth
grade and at the end of 9th grade. On
top of that I was tall, had red hair and
was shy. Books were my refuge
during years when it was hard to make
good friends.
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Matt Loveless and his sons, Jared (4th, Strong) and Andrew (AM Kindergarten, Pietersen)
attempt to complete an electrical circuit using a light bulb and battery at February’s Open
House.

Cindy Poon, Legislative Chair, Honored by District

Many, many years later, one of my By Janitzia Pizarro

favorite things in the whole world is
still curling up with a cup of tea, my
cat on my lap, the birds outside my

(continued on page 8)

The annual Founders Day Luncheon,
hosted by the Lake Washington PTSA
Council, celebrates the rich legacy of
PTA. The Luncheon program features
the talents of young artists from our

chance to admire the artwork of stu-
dents from around the district. All
these art and literary pieces were se-
lected from our 2009 Reflections en-
tries to represent our school at the
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From t he
Joyce Teshima, Principal

s d
I would like to share some more posi-
tive facts about Redmond Elemen-

tary....

Redmond Elementary students are
“S.0.A.R.”-ing! Have you noticed all
of our accomplished students under
the new S.0.A.R (Student Outstanding
Academic Recognition) banner in the
main entry foyer? Every month, each
class will establish goals for students
to attain. The names of all students
who have achieved their class goals
will be posted in recognition.

A few more “Did you knows” about
Redmond Elementary from 2009

Principal 0s

Spring WASL results:

1 Our 3rd grade students scored 14%
higher than the state average in the
area of math.

91 Our 4th grade students scored equal
to the district average in the area of
reading.

1 Our 5th grade students scored 12%
above the state average in the area of
reading.

91 Our 5th grade students scored 13%
above the state average in the area of
math.

91 Our 6th grade students scored equal
to the district average and 14%
above the state average in the area of

Déﬁgekachi ng

young minds, striving for
excell enceo

reading.

Congratulations to Redmond Elemen-
tary musicians Eugenia Yatsenko,
Sarah Johnson, Andrew Cao and
Adrian Pang for making Honors Band
and to Varun Wescott and Lilly Cao
who presented their Reflections read-
ings at the Lake Washington PTSA
Council Founders Day Luncheon.
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Membership Report
By Mette Clarke, Membership Chair

Membership: 232 members
2009-2010 Membership Goal: 250

Treasurer

S

voice” Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement.

Repo’r

By Kerry Lodge and Jill Rockafield, Treasurers

Bank Balance as of 01/08/10........... $34,005.25
Bank Balance as of 02/08/10........... $40,840.84
Income: Jan/Feb YTD

Fundraising Income* $253.46  $7,294.85
Membership Dues** $12.00 $2,420.00
Pass The Hat $0.00 $7,852.00
Corporate Matching $0.00 $2,182.96
Spring Fundraiser $0.00 $0.00
Miscellaneous Income $299.96 $3,012.24
Total $565.42 $22,762.05
Expenses: Jan/Feb YTD

Communications $228.40 $961.73
Community Services $110.00 $110.00
Community Service Grants $0.00 $273.71
Enrichment $5,588.00 $16,549.46
School Services $545.63  $4,628.73
School Services Grants $368.70  $2,654.23
Fundraising Expenses* $0.00 $3,421.05
Cost of Business** $210.69 $2,975.65
Total $7,051.42 $31,574.56
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January/February Income

January/February Expenses

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due

catalog company.

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national
PTAs for individual membership fees.
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Prez Release

One of the little perks of being “the
prez” is that I get invited to LOTS of
meetings, where | have had the chance
to meet some very interesting people,
learned a few new tricks that will
hopefully help me do a better job serv-
ing our local unit, and in general do
some social networking among district
people and PTA leaders from all over
our region.

The most recent of such social gather-
ings had me literally pushed out of my
comfort zone. The occasion was the
Lake Washington PTSA Founders Day
Luncheon, which to my utter horror
had a “no jeans allowed” dress code.
However, | did manage to overcome
my deeply ingrained dislike for denim-
free attire and, in the words of our dear
office manager Barb Davis, “I cleaned
up well.”

The effort was well worth it. Reflec-
tions entries in the Literature category
from around the district were read by
the student authors, two of whom cur-
rently attend Redmond Elementary
and one who was a former Redmond
Elementary student and is currently
attending RJH. Their work was abso-
lutely outstanding, but what really
blew my mind was the quality of their
reading. These were all amazing read-
ers, children that knew the nuances of
rhythm and the power of a pause in the
right place. They knew exactly how to
read their work so that all of us lucky
enough to be in that room were electri-
fied by the words coming alive in our
minds, and we were able to see the
beauty they described.

Such skill is one that can only be ac-
quired with love, practice and a great
deal of understanding of the rules and
conventions of the language. To me, it
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Lisa Lange, PTSA Co-President

proved once again that great results are
20% inspiration and 80% hard work.
One of the reasons that attracted our
family to Redmond Elementary is their
extremely high success rate in reading,
which they have consistently kept re-
gardless of the school demographics,
high turnover and budget cuts. | ad-
mire our teachers and aids’ commit-
ment to make a reader out of every
child under their charge. Their efforts
show in that our school consistently
performs above our district’s average
in tests, and their positive influence
goes well beyond the elementary level,
as alumni Anna Yang showed us.

I like to think that some of that terrific
reading culture at school has rubbed
off onto us parents, sneaking its way
into our living rooms and nightstands.
Being foreign born and schooled, most
of the American “beloved books” are
brand new delights, so | often find
myself eagerly awaiting to see what
treasures my children’s backpacks will
bring. I’ve sobbed unabashedly at the
ending of Sarah, Plain and Tall (to my
son’s rolling eyes), wondered if the
caterpillar had an underlying eating
disorder in Eric Carle’s The Hungry
Caterpillar, and I’ve had lengthy dis-
cussions with my children trying to
discern if the Diary of a Wimpy Kid is

Editor’s Note: Beginning in October,
our co-Presidents will be alternating
in writing a column on pertinent
school issues. This month's column is
written by Janitzia Pizarro.

really a journal.

While the skill can be taught, the love
of reading is something that needs to
be shown. At home, we try to show it

AThey knew
read their work so that all of us
lucky enough to be in that room

were electrified by the words
coming alive in our minds, and
we were able to see the beauty
they

to our kids by reading with them, not
to them. We read every book they
bring with interest and respect, not
simply as a homework requirement.
Also, we routinely share our own read-
ing materials with them, even some-
thing as “small” as a magazine article,
or whatever we read in the morning
newspaper.

The morning newspaper, by the way,
has so far been somewhat of a hard
sale: as my youngest has rightfully
pointed out, “How can it be any good
if you put it out in the trash every Sun-
day?” Istill haven’t come up with a
good rebuke for that one.

Any help will be appreciated......

Did you Know?

Everyone is welcome to attend the PTSA Board meetings! Meetings are held monthly;
alternating between Thursday evenings and Wednesday mornings. Look for dates and
locations posted on the school online calendar.

Come to listen, come to learn, or come to contribute.

The next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, March 17, 9:15-11:15 am,

Redmond EIl Cafeteria

For more information email info@redmondelptsa.org
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Birthday Book Club Celebrates Second Year

Leave your childdéds mark on Redmond EI and help the |ibrary get more boo
Last year, the Redmond Elementary Elementary and provide our library seldectloPtoff:_itge levels, S;bJeCtS'
School Library received new books with exciting new books. and cost fo Tit every need.

5. Purchase the book on this site
Here’s how it works: (remember part of your purchase
will be donated back to the school),

through our Birthday Book Club
program. Wouldn’t you like to

celebrate your child's birthday and 1. To find out what books Redmond .

donate a book in his or her name to the El Library needs, go to the Wish f(: Ci?%ggﬂsﬂ)srz purchase it at a
library? Purchase a book from the List at http://www.amazon.com/? 6. Bring the book and the completed
Redmond Elementary Library Wish tag=redmonelemen-20. . . Birtr?day Book Club form toers
List, bring that book to Mrs. Matheson (A"k‘:az(()j”-com YI‘:O”‘S, too, btUt ]Eht';* Matheson. '
(our school’s librarian), and a WED address witl ensure part ot the 7. Mrs. Matheson will then process it,

bookplate with your child’s name or Lna?:rlleéy;:diﬁggg VEvlléln:)een?a(:‘r;aE;j add the bOOkaate and present it to

your family’s name will be added to it. double gift) your child during their Library
' class so they can be the first student

Whether you’re celebrating a birthday, 2. Choose “Gifts and Wish Lists.” ; - ¢ o

honoring an achievement or 3. Type in Carol A. Matheson (our it check it out if they’d like.
recognizing another holiday, the librarian’s name) or

Birthday Book Club is a great way to cmatheson@Iwsd.org If you have any questions please
honor your child, create a lasting 4. The Redmond Elementary Library contact Mrs. Matheson, Redmond
memory for your family at Redmond wish list will come up. There is a Elementary Library teacher or Angie

at enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.

Donodt Mi ss Out on t he

Mark Your Calendar for the Redmond EI PTSA Science Fair
March 25th, 2010 Thursday 6:30 p.m. 9 8:30 p.m.
Science Fair sign up form and details will be coming home with student

The Science Fair Committee is currently looking for science-loving volunteers to fill the following positions:
1 Assembly Technicians: Before and after the event, wedll need as muclh he

ff Judges:You will ask students quick questions regarding their |[proj
Interviews will be conducted between 7-8 pm.

91 Certificate Design Expert: You will be in charge n charge of designing and printing/copying participation certificates for students
9 Program Design Expert: You will Design and print program

I Science Lead: Coordinate with Mrs. Matheson, Redmond El Librarian, and arrange to use the library to set up a few past sci-
ence fair projects and make books on science experiments available. Talk to the students about ideas, help with Q & A

I Demonstration Manager: Do you have a cool Science demo that you would like to show the Redmond El. students? A demon-
stration table will be set up during the event.

If you are interested in helping or if you have any question regarding the Science
Fair, please contact Cindy Poon at sciencefair@redmondelptsa.org
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Reading Specialists Aid Low Readers
By Paula Randolph, Gail Young, Monique Thackray and Elena Savage

Redmond Elementary is dedicated to
guaranteeing that all students learn to
read at grade level standard. To ac-
complish that goal, and with the help
of Title 1 and Better Schools legisla-
tion, Redmond El provides three
teachers who offer specialized reading
instruction to low readers.

Gail Young, Paula Randolph and
Monique Thackeray coordinate the
reading program and work to help low
readers achieve their fullest potential
in reading. Gail Young has taught at
Redmond El since 1985, first as a 5th
grade teacher and then as a Title |
teacher for the last sixteen years. She
has her Master’s in Education from the
University of Washington. Paula
Randolph, who has taught in the
LWSD since 1981, also has her Mas-
ter’s in Education from U of W as well
as a Reading endorsement and has
taught at Redmond EI for past ten
years. Together, they coordinate the
K-3 reading program, working with
low readers to help them achieve their
fullest potential in reading.

Monique Thackeray, a former art
teacher who received her Special Edu-
cation endorsement from the Univer-
sity of Washington, assists students
with reading as well as coordinating
schedules and grouping for the WASL
testing each year (the WASL was dis-
continued last year; going forward
students will take the MSP). She is a
valuable resource in WASL question
practice and writing, and her specific
duties change every year according to
student needs. This year, she is work-
ing in the 4th-6th grade classrooms,
supporting those students who are
struggling with math concepts, as well
as working with students on vocabu-
lary, reading and writing skills.

The reading program at Redmond El
allows for students to be placed in
small reading groups depending on
their particular reading level. These

February 2010

are flexible groups so that students are
able to move up or down as they dem-
onstrate competency or a need for ad-
ditional practice. An instrumental part
of our reading program, and one which
helps us provide even more small
groups, is the fact that Redmond El
has excellent instructional assistants to
help out with the reading program.

When possible, and with teacher per-
mission, Gail, Paula or the reading 1As
pull students from their classrooms at
non-reading group times of the day to
offer additional reading practice. When
possible and if the situation calls for it,
volunteers are also used as assistants.
Paula trains 5th and 6th grade Quest
students to play reading practice games
with 2nd graders and to do some math/
counting practice with kindergarteners.

Redmond El is fortunate to be able to
offer small reading groups for K-3
students, as well as specialized instruc-
tion to low readers. However, students
still need their parents’ help.

“One of our biggest challenges for our
lowest readers is to get students to do
extra reading practice at home,” states
Paula. “Unfortunately, reading at
home often has to compete with TV
and video game time.”

Parental involvement at home is key to
a child’s reading success and even abil-
ity. Reading to or with your child is
essential. But actually reading is only
one part to becoming a good reader:
hearing language spoken and having
the opportunity to talk back also aids
children’s reading ability. Listening to
others speak increases focus and pro-
viding direct responses teaches lan-
guage. But TV does not count, be-
cause TV talks at children, not to them.
TV is a passive activity; active discus-
sion between a child and parent, or a
child and other adults is essential for a
child to be a good reader. As well,
loud, fast-paced TV sounds can dull a
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child’s brain and make listening for
information and concentrating in
school much more difficult.

Children who are successful readers
also have good vocabularies. The num-
ber of words used in homes of good
readers is often higher than the number
of words used in the homes of strug-
gling students. Children need to hear
words repeatedly in meaningful sen-
tences and questions. Check out books
in a variety of reading levels from the
library and read and talk about them
with your child. Take note of new
words you both find and then try to use
those words again within the next day
or two. Make connections with what
you read and learn together with some-
thing you see or learn over the course of
a few weeks. Talk about what you and
your child are reading together. Ask
questions and listen to your child tell
you what they have read about, or what
they understand the story to be about.

Learn and read with your child, and
allow your child not only the joy of
learning, but also the pleasure of read-
ing. For some ideas on books for you
and your child to read together, find a
copy of Jim Trelease’s The Read Aloud
Handbook, or take a look at http://
www.trelease-on-reading.com/, where
you will find excerpts from his book
and booklists. Reading Matters, by
Mem Fox, provides more information
on the link between low reading skills
and TV. You will also find booklists
and tips for reading aloud to your chil-
dren at http://www.memfox.com/
reading-magic-and-do-it-like-this/.

The staff at Redmond Elementary does
what they can to provide extra reading
time and conversation about what is
read to students who need it, during
school. But any extra time outside of
school is a bonus for the development
of students’ brains as well as their fu-
ture reading, thinking and communica-
tion skills.


http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/
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4 Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President

Uno de | os
“la sefiora Presidenta” es que a cada
rato me invitan a todo tipo de reunio-
nes, en donde he tenido la oportunidad
de conocer gente interesante, he apren-
dido algunos trucos que con suerte me
ayudaran a servirles mejor, y he esta-
blecido una buena relacion con gente
del distrito escolar y con otros lideres
dePTAdel 8rea.

Sin embargo, la més reciente de dichas
reuniones me causo cierta incomodi-
dad, no en términos figurativos sino
muy reales. La citada ocasion fue el
almuerzo anual del Lake Washington
PTSA Council del cual nuestra unidad
local forma parte, el cual tuvo lugar en
un establecimiento que prohibe estric-
tamente el uso de prendas de vestir de
mezclilla. De algin modo me las
arreglé para sobreponerme al supremo
horror que me produce cualquier pren-

da que no incluya el nombre L e véné s

la etiqueta y, en la palabras de la asis-
tente administrativa de nuestra escuela
que amablemente asistié también al
evento, “pasaba por gente decente”.

Mi sacrificio no fue en vano. Algunos
de los participantes mas sobresalientes
del concurso de arte Reflections a nivel
distrito en el rea de Literatura estu-
vieron ahi para leer sus trabajos, dos
de ellos alumnos de Redmond Elemen-
tary, y uno de ellos una alumna del

octavo grado en RJH que anteriormen-

te asistio a nuestra escuela. Sus escri-

p e q u e ftes eran gxdelanteseperels quedne s

dejé totalmente con la boca abierta fue
la calidad de su lectura. Todos son
increibles lectores, nifios que realmen-
te sabian la gran diferencia que pueden
hacer la entonacion y el ritmo, o el
poder que tiene una pausa en el lugar
correcto. Estos nifios sabian exacta-
mente cdmo leer sus trabajos de tal
modo que todos los que tuvimos la
fortuna de presenciar sus lecturas sen-
timos cdmo las palabras cobraban vida
y pudimos percibir la belleza que di-
chas palabras describian.

Un talento depurado como ese solo se
puede adquirir con amor, practica y un
sélido conocimiento de las reglas y
convenciones del lenguaje. Pude nue-
vamente comprobar que los buenos
resultados se logran con un 20% de
inspiracion y un 80% de trabajo duro.
Una de las razones que hicieron Red-
mond Elementaryu na opc i
para mi familia es su alto nivel de
efectividad en la formacidn de lecto-
res, que mantienen consistentemente a

er

Nota de la editora: Nuestras co-
Presidentas alternan escribiendo una
columna sobre asuntos pertinentes a la
escuela. La columna de este mes fue
escrita por Janitzia Pizarro

pesar de los vaivenes econémicos y de
la heterogeneidad de los estudiantes
que reciben. Realmente admiro lo
comprometidos que estan nuestros
profesores y ayudantes en lograr que
todos y cada uno de nuestros hijos se
conviertan en buenos lectores. Sus
esfuerzos se ven reflejados en que
nuestra escuela consistentemente ob-
tiene resultados superiores al promedio
de la zona en evaluaciones de lectura,
y en que los estudiantes retienen di-
chas habilidades mas alla del nivel
primario, tal como la alumna de RJH
nos demostro.

Me gusta creer que algo de la excelen-
te cultura de lectura de nuestra escuela
se nos ha ido pegando a nosotros los
padres, infiltrandose en nuestros hoga-
res y haciéndose un lugar en nuestras
mesitas de noche. Habiendo nacido y
estudiadogfuera de astapais, la gran
mayoria de los “clasicos infantiles”
locales son delicias inexploradas para

(Continued on page 9)

¢, Sabia Usted Que...?

iTodos son bienvenidos a las reuniones de la Mesa Directiva de PTSA!

Las reuniones se llevan a cabo mensualmente. Puede encontrar las fechas y horarios en el
calendario en linea de nuestra escuela, o en nuestra publicacién semanal.

Venga y entérese, venga y contribuya.

La proximareunidn tendra lugar el:
Miércoles 17 de marzo en 9:15 a.m., Los comunes de Redmond Elementary

Para mayores informes, por favor escribanos a info@redmondelptsa.org
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. Joyce Teshima, Principal
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Me gustaria compartir algunos hechos
positivos acerca de Redmond Elemen-
tary....

Los estudiantes de Redmond Elemen-
tary estan participando en un nuevo
programa llamado S.0.A.R. (Student
Outstanding Academic Recognition —
Reconocimiento a Estudiantes con
Desempefio Académico Sobresalien-
te). ¢Ha notado usted los nombres bajo
la gran pancarta en la entrada princi-
pal? Una vez al mes, cada clase esta-
blece metas que los estudiantes deben
alcanzar. Los nombres de todos los
estudiantes que alcancen dichas metas

Voces de
Redmond El

Guest Columnist: Carol Matheson,
Bibliotecario de Redmond Elementary

Siempre me ha encantado leer. Como
muchos de ustedes saben, cuando era
joven nuestra familia se mud6 muchas
veces — a la mitad del tercer grado, a la
mitad del cuarto grado, a la mitad del
quinto grado, el 31 de octubre (y me
perdi la fiesta de Halloween), en sexto
grado y al final del noveno grado. Para
empeorar las cosas, era muy alta,
pelirroja y timida. Los libros fueron
mi refugio durante los afios en que me
fue dificil hacer buenos amigos.

Muchos, muchos afios después, una de
mis cosas favoritas en la vida todavia
€S acurrucarme con una taza de té, mi
gato en el regazo, los pajaros en la
ventana y un buen libro en las manos.
Asi me regocijo cuando me siento
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Del Escritorio de la Directora

son publicados bajo la pancarta como
reconocimiento.

Acerca de los resultados de los exame-
nes WASL que tuvieron lugar en
20009, asab?2a

91 Nuestros estudiantes de 3er grado
obtuvieron un score 14% mas alto
que el promedio en el area de ma-
tematicas

1 Nuestros estudiantes de 4° grado
obtuvieron un score igual al prome-
dio del distrito en el area de lectura

91 Nuestros estudiantes de 5° grado
obtuvieron un score 12% por arriba
del promedio en el area de lectura

bien, me consuelo cuando me siento
mal, aprendo cosas nuevas, Vviajo a
lugares fabulosos, conozco nuevos
caracteres que se convierten en mis
amigos, y visito lugares en el tiempo
que no son posibles excepto a través
de las paginas de un buen libro.

Asi que —j vaya y lea un buen libro (y
permita que sus hijos lo vean
disfrutdndolo)! Lea con sus hijos.
iLEA, LEA, LEA! (ya sé, sueno como
bibliotecaria). Aqui hay s6lo tres de
muchas posibilidades que espero
considere:

9] Uno de los libros de la lista
Washington Children’s Choice que
siempre me hace sonreir cada vez
que lo leo. Woolbur, por Leslie
Helakiski, sobre un borrego que
tiene una manera muy particular de
hacerlo todo. Cuando sus padres le
hacen notar que no esta siguiendo
las reglas y que es diferente a los
demas, €l contesta, “ya lo s¢
¢ fantastico, no?”. Esta se ha
convertido en una de mis frases
favoritas.
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AConectando ca@n
alentando a las mentes jovenes,
esforzandonos por alcanzar la
excelenciado

91 Nuestros estudiantes de 6° grado
obtuvieron un score igual al prome-
dio del distrito y 14% sobre el pro-
medio estatal en el area de lectura.

u st e dFeligitacmris.a Bs talentosos musicos

Eugenia Yatsenko, Sarah Johnson,
Andrew Cao y Adrian Pang por su
participacion en la Banda de Honor a
nivel primario y a Varun Wescott y
Lilly Cao quienes presentaron sus tra-
bajos literarios del concurso Reflec-
tions en el almuerzo anual de Lake
Washington PTSA Council.

4] Un libro en la lista de honor de
Newberry llamado En dénde la
montafia se junta con la luna, por
Grace Lin, es un libro apropiado
para nifios y adultos que se lee como
un cuento de hadas. Me encanta el
personaje principal y quisiera que
nunca hubiera terminado. Cuando
finalmente lef la Gltima linea, me
guedé un momento sentada, con una
sonrisa en la cara.

91 Mi esposo me regal6 La Ayuda por
Kathryn Stockett en Navidad. jNo
podia dejar de leerlo! Es ficcion
histérica, pero es como una novela de
misterio. Se supone que ibamos a ir a
esquiar pero se nos hizo muy tarde
porque una y otra vez yo le decia a
mi esposo “ya casi termino....”. El es
muy paciente, y yo le recordé mas de
una vez que después de todo él me
habia dado el libro.

Espero que los disfrute. Y recuerde:

cuando no pueda encontrar un buen

libro.... consulte a su bibliotecaria.

0S



Voices of Redmond El (continued)

(Continued from page 1)

window and a good book in my hand.
I can celebrate feeling happy, escape
from feeling bad, learn something
new, travel to fabulous places, meet
characters that become friends, and
visit times that aren’t possible except
through a good book.

So—qo read a good book (and let your
kids see you reading)! Read with
your kids. READ! READ! READ!

(I know--I sound like a Librarian...)
Here are just three (of many)
possibilities you might want to “check
out” (pun definitely intended):

91 One of the Washington Children’s
Choice picture books makes me
smile every time | read it. Woolbur,
by Leslie Helakoski, is about a
sheep who has a unique way of
doing everything. When his parents
point out that he isn’t following the
rules and fitting in, he replies, “I

Passport Club Itinerary

The Passport Club check day for
February is February 26 . Below is the
itinerary for the first three levels.

Level 1:
India, Chile, Colombia, Libya,
Romania

Level 2:
Cambodia, Denmark, Botswana,
Ivory Coast, Oman

Level 3:
Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Belarus, Cuba, Guinea-Bissau

know, isn’t it great?” It’s become
my favorite saying.

9 A Newbery Honor book called
Where the Mountain Meets the
Moon, by Grace Lin, is a lovely
chapter book for kids (and adults)
which reads like a fairy tale. | love
the main character and hated
finishing it. When 1 finally did read
that last line, | just sat there for a
moment with a smile on my face.

9 My husband gave me The Help by
Kathryn Stockett for Christmas (it
was recommended by Parkplace
Books). I couldn’t putitdown! It’s
historical fiction, but it reads like a
mystery. We were supposed to go
cross country skiing but got a very
LATE start because | kept telling
my husband, “I’m almost finished, I
can’t stop.....” He’s very patient,
and | kept reminding him that he
gave me the book.

So enjoy. If you can’t find a good

book....ask a Librarian.

Cindy Poon Honored

(continued)

(Continued from page 1)

organization, enthusiasm and ability to
stay cool under pressure turned out to
be a win-win situation for all of us.
Planning started early in the summer
and continues throughout the year.
Her dedication has inspired more en-
tries this year than ever before. In ad-
dition to serving Council as Reflec-
tions Co-Chair, Cindy is Legislative
Chair at Redmond Elementary. Her
experience on Council includes Red-
mond Area Vice President and two
years as Reflections Co-Chair."

Thank you to all students that shared
their many talents with all of us
through Reflections, to their parents
for encouraging their creativity, to
Cindy for being an inspiration, and to
our volunteers for making such a com-
plex event like Reflections possible,
year after year, for the last 40 years.

Hawk Talk

Help the School while
shopping online

Do you shop at amazoncom®

Amazon.com?

Then add the following link to your
favorites: http://www.amazon.com/?
tag=redmonelemen-20

Each time you use this link BEFORE
placing an order with amazon.com,
Redmond Elementary automatically
earns a percentage of your order - at
no cost to you!

For questions, contact: Ms. Teshima,
Principal, and for other easy ways to
help your school and PTSA, visit
www.redmondelptsa.org/fundraising/

Volunteers Needed for
Science Lunch Club

Once a month, parent volunteers con-
duct science experiments out on the
Redmond El playground to introduce
our students to the excitement and
magic of science.

! 3

*W In previous
ve' Years, vol-
unteers have
demon-
strated what
is needed to
make a bubble, used a toroidal air can-
non to move air in stable rings across
the gymnasium, and shown how sci-
ence can change the way an instrument
sounds.

The PTSA is currently looking for
volunteers who can help with Science
Lunch Club!

Please contact Sarah Keimig at
volunteers@redmondelptsa.org or
Angie Christensen at
enrichment@redmondelptsa.org.
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Aqui entre nos (el articulo continua)

(Continued from page 6)

mi, y no es nada fuera de lo comun
que revise las mochilas de mis hijos
para ver si descubro algln nuevo teso-
ro. Lloré con ganas leyendo el final de
“Sarah, sencilla y alta” por Patricia
MacLachlan, para gran mortificacion
de mi hijo; me he preguntado acerca
de los posibles desordenes alimenti-
cios de la oruga del libro “La pequefia
oruga glotona” por Eric Carle; y
hemos tenido acaloradas discusiones
sobre el controversial uso de la palabra
diario en “El Diario de Greg” por Jeff
Kinney, cuando en realidad es mas
bien una bitacora.

Aun cuando a todos se nos puede en-
sefiar a leer, el amor a la lectura es
algo que se aprende con el ejemplo.
En nuestra casa tratamos de mostrar

How | Spent My Mid-Wi nt er

How | Spent My Mid-Winter
Break: (Above) 4th graders
Sonny Zuniga and Trevor
Lange went tubing along with
Trevor’s mom Lisa Lange

nuestro amor a los libros leyendo con
nuestros hijos, no leyéndole a nuestros
hijos. Cada libro que traen a la casa es
tratado con interés y respeto, no sélo
como un vehiculo para cumplir con la
tarea. Asimismo, compartimos nues-
tros propios materiales de lectura con
ellos, sea esto un articulo en una revis-
ta, o cualquier cosa que leamos en el
diario en la mafiana.

Por cierto, ahora que lo menciono,
todavia no logro convencer a mis hijos
de que leer el diario vale la pena. El
argumento en contra de mi hijo menor:
“7qué tan bueno puede ser, si todos los
domingos lo ponemos en el bote del
reciclado?” Es hora que no encuentro
una buena respuesta.

Se aceptan sugerencias....

(right) PTSA Co-President

February 2010

(left) Jobe Zuniga, 3rd grade, Gross,
dressed for Snoqualmie Pass

More mid-winter break photos on page 12

Hawk Talk

Breakéée.

Redmond EI

Peacebuilders
The following students are recognized
for being examples of good
Peacebuilders for their peers during
the month of February:

Kindergarten, 1st and 1/2:
Katrina Gunvaldson, Will Steeb,
Jessica Thorpe, Joel Lopez,
Tiffani Mejia, Maxine Zhang

2nd, 3rd, 3/4 and 4th:

Alex Hansen, Giselle Lopez, Gabrielle
Whitmore, Christopher Mejia, Grace
Kim, Jason Bunn, Maddisen Lodge

5th, 5/6 and 6th:

Gabriela Aguilar, James Whitmore,
Max Randal, Milton Edwards,
Morgan Tshumi

Pizza and Movie
Night Coming Soon!!!

Redmond
announce another movie nightd this time
with pizza
($2 per slice)!!

We wi || be showing

old favorite (kids, ask your parentsd it
may not be 3D but
on March 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the

Redmond EI Commons (aka the gym).

out

mi s s

Dondt

Did you know?

The Lake Washington PTSA sponsors
Parent Ed classes! Check out

http://lwptsacouncil.schools.officelive.com/
ParentEd.aspx

for more information!
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Rock ©6nbo

For this year’s new Spring Fundraiser/
Community Event, the Hawk Rock ‘n’
Walk, students were given the oppor-
tunity to submit designs for an official
event logo. In mid-February, Red-
mond Elementary students and staff
voted for the logo they wanted to see
on Event flyers and t-shirts. A design
by Leo Li, a 3rd Grader in Ms. Gross’
class, was chosen as the winner,. His
design will be printed on event t-shirts.

J ¢
l

Logo Design by Leo Li

Seven runners-up were also chosen.
The designs of Noah Hughes (K, Mrs.
Peters), Nicolas Daniele (1st,
Korsmo), Breckin Forstrom (2nd,
Nice), Maggie Kuykendall (3rd,
Gross), Sanya Dawood (4th, Strong),
Katie Berman (5th, Huntley) and Lau-
ren Mars (6th, Huseman) will be used
on inspirational signage along the
walkathon course.

Congratulations no Leo and the run-
ners-up, and thank you and a great job
to all participants!

Submitting Student work

Student Page

Wa l k Chosen by

Logo

Design by Noah Hughes Design by Nicholas Daniele

Design by Breckin Forstrom Design by Maggie

Kuykendall

Design by Sanya Dawood

Design by Katie Berman

Design by Lauren Mars

Students: Are you interested in submitting your writing, drawing, or other printable creative work to the Hawk Talk? We’d

love to see it!

You can send it to us via the office or email (or have
your parents email it) to hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If
your submission passes our editorial review, we’ll publish it in the next Hawk Talk as room permits.

Be sure to include your name and teacher’s name on your submissions so we can contact you and return your original work to

you.
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Victoria Hvidtfeldt and RS A Day
Isabella Romo , ADK ' g
Fletcher, work together

K, Pietersen,

Valentine’s
Day

during Valentine’s Day

=

Carols Espinoza,
1/2day K, Pietersen,
looks forward to
eating his cookie

Mprs. Peters’ ADK class
lines up in the library

Students from Mrs.

Burton’s 3/4 class
spend quality time with
their Little Buddies
from Mrs. Peters ADK
class

Mrs. Burton helps her stu-
dents and their Little Bud-
dies with a game

Student Page

Around

Jaine Christ,
1/2 day K,
Pietersen,

Valentine’s

Autumn Savage, 1/2day K, Katie Hall, 2nd, Nice,
Pietersen, enjoys a laugh

Mprs. Burton’s 3/4 graders
play Uno with their Little
Buddies from Mrs. Peters’
ADK class

Redmond EI

Natalie Warner and
Joe Radovan, 1/2day
K, Pietersen, during
the Valentine'’s party

Safari Stevens (left)
and Lenin Flores
(above) 2nd grade,
Nice, work on sub-
tracting with dollars
and cents

Giselle Lopez (facing)
2nd, Nice, works on
dollars and cents math

works on dollars and
cents math

. Emmy Sin-
Mikaela clair and Eric|
lkedaand | gyeless work
Keith on math prob-
Bartsch lems

¥ Acosta,
= 2nd Nice,
work on

math

Milan Tullock, 3/4 Burton
and her Little Buddy, Riley
Ethridge, ADK Peters, play
Uno

Beliz Ozhan,
ADK Peters
plays Uno with
her Big Buddy

Mrs. Burton demon-
strates a card game to
her students

Bakers Wanted!

There will be a bake sale after the 3rd/4th music concert on Thursday, 2/24. Please

bring all baked goods to the PTSA room by 6:30 p.m.!

February 2010
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A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers!

“Volunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, but because they are PRICELESS!”

Popcorn Friday

Erika Gaskill, Chair
Tom Bennett

Magali Lenarczak

How | Spent My Mid-Wi nt er

&

N

Maddie Kindergartener Au-
Lodge and tumn Savage digs
Taylor Lee,  for gold with Trevor
both 4th Lange and Sonny
graders in Zuniga, both 4th

Mr. Allen’s  graders, and 3rd
class, take grader Jobe Zuniga
a break

February

24 Redmond El PTSA Board Meeting, 7-9
p.m., Redmond El Library

25 3rd & 4th Grade Music Program, 7 p.m.,
Redmond EI Commons; ALL STUDENTS
MUST BE IN THEIR CLASSROOMS BY
6:45 p.m.

PTSA Bake Sale, 7:45 p.m., Redmond El
Commons; PLEASE BRING BAKED
GOODS TO PTSA ROOM BY 6:30 p.m.

26  Passport Check Day, 9:10 a.m., Redmond
El Commons

March

1 LWSD Parent Ed: Boys in Today’s World,
7 p.m., Rose Hill Jr. High

2 Neighborhood Schoolhouse Free Fantastic
Family Fun Night, 6 p.m., Redmond EIl
Commons

3 LWSD Parent Ed: Raising an Emotionally
Intelligent Child, 7 p.m., Redmond High

Manka Dhingra and Janitzia

Evelyne Viegas
Manka Dhingra
Mallik Yalamanchili
Judy Teshima
Veena Goli

of the HawkTalk,
waves to her
fans...or somebody...
while tubing at Sno-
qualmie Pass

Passport Club—January

Kris Ikeda

Yuki Cheng

Pei Yuen

Breakéé

T

slopes

March continued

4 LWSD PTSA Council Meeting, 9:30
a.m., LWSD Resource Center

8  LWSD Parent Ed: Boys in Today’s
World 7 p.m., Redmond Jr. High

12 NSH Donuts for Dad, Muffins for
Mom, 8 a.m., Redmond El Library

Popcorn Friday, Redmond EI, 12 p.m.

15 HALF DAY: Elementary Conferences
(optional); AM KNDERGARTEN
ATTENDS

16 HALF-DAY: Elementary conferences
(optional); PM KINDERGARTEN
ATTENDS

17 Redmond EI PTSA Board Meeting,
Redmond EI Commons, 9:15 a.m.

Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m., Redmond
Jr. High

For the most up-to-date calendar information,
check the school website or online at
http://www.redmondelptsa.org/

Hawk Talk

Janitzia Pizarro

Pizarro Kavita Sharma

Co-Chairs Mette Clarke
Kathryn O’Keefe

Luz Lopez Kris Anderson

Marge Kuykendall

A
Elena Savage, editor i

6th graders Kyle Burg-
meier, Oscar Grossman
and Marty Lodge IV hit the

18

19
23

26

28-April 2: NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK

April
8

Special thanks go out to Anat
Spillinger, who is Red the
Bear’s new assistant and is
taking on the task of getting his
blog up to date. Thank you,
Anat, for all your time and
effort. We at Redmond Ele-
mentary appreciate you!!

4th grader Mad-
die Lodge takes
the easy way up

March continued
Hawk Rock ‘n” Walk Pledge Drive Begins
Redmond EI Skate Night, 6 p.m., Skate
King
NO SCHOOL LEAP DAY

LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting, 7
p.m., LWSD Resource Center

RJH Region Band Concerts 7 p.m., Red
mond Jr. High

Passport Check day, 9:10 a.m., Redmond El
Commons

Qo
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LWSD PTSA Council Meeting, 7 p.m., W
LWSD Resource Center g:.
Popcorn Friday, 12 p.m., & g::
Redmond EI h
I
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