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Voices of  

Redmond El  

  

 

Guest Columnist: John Marchione,  

Mayor of Redmond 

Welcome back from winter vacation. I 

hope everyone had a fun and peaceful 

break from school. January marks the 

beginning of my third year as Mayor 

of Redmond.  We accomplished a lot 

in the first two years and I want to 

share with you what we have planned 

for the future. 

When I attended elementary school (at 

Ben Rush), Redmond operated one 

traffic light and the trains still used the 

railroad tracks.  The nearest 

McDonaldôs or pizza parlor was 

located in downtown Bellevue. Today 

Redmond has more choices to offer as 

we continue to create a well-rounded 

community. 

(continued on page 4) 

In This Issue 

Columns 
 Voices of Redmond El .................... 1 
  en Español ................................. 6 
 From the Principalôs Desk ............... 3 
  en Español ................................. 7 
 Prez Releaseééééééééé...2 
  En Espanolééééééééé.7 
Enrichment News ........................ 10-12 
News and Features ......................... 4-9 
Student Page.................................... 13 
PTSA News ................................. 14-15 
PTSA Operating Information .............. 2 
Upcoming Events Calendar.............. 16 

January 2010 

Sravya Ganti, Ella Yuen and Zahrah Shumael put together puzzles with a variety of rhombuses 

when the Pac Sci Science on Wheels van visited Redmond El  (more photos on page 8) 

PTSA Sponsors Pacific Science Center Visit  

By Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President and Elena Savage, Editor 

On Monday, January 11, the Pacific 

Science Center ñScience on Wheelsò  

Mathfinder van brought games, exhib-

its, experiments and puzzles to Red-

mond Elementary.    

Sponsored by the Redmond El PTSA, 

the ñScience on Wheelsò event fo-

cused on how math and numbers affect 

our everyday lives.  In an all-school 

assembly, Mathfinder instructors told 

stories, performed demonstrations and 

asked questions designed to make the 

students think about the ways in which 

math is all around them.   

After the assembly, Mathfinder in-

structors held workshops in individual 

classrooms, and each classroom also 

had opportunity to visit the ñScience 

on Wheelsò interactive exhibits set up 

in the Redmond El Library.  Many of 

the exhibits encouraged teamwork.   

One of the most popular puzzles was a 

fractal floor puzzle made up of lizard 

shapes.  Students from kindergarten 

through sixth grade were amazed to 

see that every time the puzzle was 

built it came out different, depending 

on the number of people working on it 

and how well they worked as a team.    

 Another exhibit concerning probabil-

ity and statistics asked the participant 

to determine all the possible two scoop 

combinations of vanilla, strawberry 

and chocolate ice cream.  Students 

quickly discovered that the answer is 

nine, as one might think, but three, as 

it must be if repetitions are eliminated, 

then the correct answer is six.     

(Continued on page 9) 
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Membership Report 
By Mette Clarke, Membership Chair 

Membership: 233 members 
2009-2010 Membership Goal: 250 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA  

Unit 2.8.46 

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us 
Co-Presidents: Lisa Lange and 

 Janitzia Pizarro 
Co-Treasurers: Kerry Lodge  

 Jill Rockafield 
Secretary: Jenny Rickman 

VP Communications: Open 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Elena Savage and 

Elizabeth Hansford 

hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.936.2660 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge and Jill Rockafield, Treasurers 

Bank Balance as of 11/05/09 ........... $40,840.84 

Bank Balance as of 01/08/10 ........... $34,005.25 

Income: Nov-Dec YTD 

Fundraising Income* $5,662.70 $7041.39 

Membership Dues** $142.00 $2,408.00 

Pass The Hat $1,162.00 $7,852.00 

Corporate Matching $37.26 $2,182.96 

Spring Fundraiser $0.00 $0.00 

Miscellaneous Income $296.88 $2,712.28 

Total $7,300.84 $22,196.63 

Expenses: Nov-Dec YTD 

Communications $347.30 $733.33 

Community Services $0.00 $0.00 

Community Service Grants $100.00 $273.71 

Enrichment $10,085.87 $10,961.46 

School Services $3,159.49 $4,083.10 

School Services Grants $784.94 $2,285.53 

Fundraising Expenses* $3,266.05 $3,421.05 

Cost of Business** $494.50 $2,764.96 

Total $18,238.15 $24,523.14 
 

 

 

 

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due 

catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national 

PTAs for individual membership fees.  

Editorôs Note: Our co-Presidents alternate 

in writing a column on pertinent school 

issues. This month's column is written by 

Janitzia Pizarro. 

Happy 2010! 

Weôve started this year in a most spec-

tacular fashion here at Redmond Ele-

mentary, with the always awesome 

visit of the Science on Wheels Math-

finder van.  The Pacific Science Cen-

ter Science on Wheels van, sponsored 

by the Redmond El PTSA, allowed 

our students participation in an entire 

day of exciting workshops, exhibits and 

an all-school assembly.  For my science 

geek self, the Science on Wheels van is 

like the first sighting of the ice cream 

truck on a sunny summer day. 

Oddly enough, my first assignment as a 

rookie PTSA officer a few years ago 

was not science-related at all. It was 

none other than ART Week, a now-

discontinued annual PTSA event with 

various art activities developed around 

a common theme. It was crazy, ex-

hausting and yet, absolutely great.  I 

had the pleasure of chairing the last 

Art Week, and I have always won-

dered if I was a little to blame for its 

untimely demise. 

My mind has a hard time understand-

ing things that canôt be measured, or 

that I donôt perceive as having a prac-

tical purpose.  This happens to be a 

virtue in my chosen profession as an 

engineer, but proves less than ideal for 

other tasks, ART week being one of 

them.  Struggling to see why in the 

world an entire week devoted to Art 

was even necessary, naturally I had to 

turn it into something that made sense 

to meðsomething ñuseful.ò  Out of 

this was born the infamous 

EarthSmART Week. Themed around 

recycling, it turned our school into a 

dumpster for several days. I am pretty 

sure some of that trash can still be 

found lurking around in the darkest 

corners, biding its time until it leaps 

out on us unsuspecting PTSA mem-

bers and recycle us for a change. 

Some good came out of it after all. A 

very interesting conversation ensued 

regarding what our school could do to 

teach earth stewardship by example, 

and as 2010 dawns, we are far more 

ñgreenò than we were back in 2005. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Prez Release  

Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President 
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ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Joyce Teshima, Principal 

Art balances my life. 

I am fortunate to have a commercial 

artist husband who views life around 

us through different lenses and often 

has a novel perspective.  He loves his 

chosen career, and he spends much of 

his leisure time watercolor and oil 

painting.  But he isnôt the only one in 

the family who needs to release that 

creative side: I have recently enrolled 

in two art classes, because over the 

winter break I realized how much I 

missed artistic pursuits I have enjoyed 

in the past. 

When many of us adults were chil-

dren, art in school was a given, as was 

musicðat least once or twice a week.  

Now, due to budget cuts and higher 

academic standards, our children are 

lucky if they have an established art 

room at their school, or music more 

than once a week.   But even as finan-

cial issues continue to cut into our 

childrenôs artistic educations, research-

ers, educators and even neuroscientists 

are beginning to correlate art educa-

tion with brain development, attentive-

ness/concentration, self-confidence, 

motivation, motor coordination and 

math achievement. 

In other words, we are all beginning to 

understand artistic creativity is just as 

important to a childôs education as is 

math and science.  In fact, our chil-

drenôs success at math and science 

might just be due to their experiences 

in the arts. 

Recently, I read ñThe Arts are Essen-

tialò (2009, Edutopia), an article writ-

ten by David J. Skorton, the President 

at Cornell University.  When asked by 

parents of student applicants what will 

increase their childrenôs chances of 

entry into college, he stated that the 

first things that come to mind are the 

usual things:  challenging academic 

coursework, extra- curricular activities 

and volunteer experiences.   But then 

he noted the importance of children 

experiencing the humanities and the 

various fields of art. 

 ñThey keep and convey our cultural 

heritage while opening us up to other 

societies and civilizations around the 

globe,ò he stated.  ñThey help us ex-

plore what it means to be human, in-

cluding both the ethical and aesthetic 

dimensions.  If science and technology 

help us to answer questions of ñwhatò 

and ñhow,ò the arts and humanities 

give us ways to confront the intangi-

ble, to contemplate the ñwhy,ò to 

imagine, to create.ò 

Lake Washington School District aims 

at developing learners who are pre-

pared for the global workplace.  The 

LWSD Student Profile, which summa-

rizes the desired knowledge, skills and 

attributes for all students who graduate 

from our school system to attain, in-

cludes a section for Culture and the 

Arts.  Within this section, the Interdis-

ciplinary Content Knowledge states a 

LWSD student should be able to 

ñunderstand and apply the basic con-

cepts of design, music, literature, art, 

dance and drama, [communicate] artis-

tically, and understand and evaluate 

the role of religion and philosophies in 

world events and cultures.ò 

Here at Redmond Elementary, we 

strive to keep the arts alive in every-

thing we do.  Students in the newly-

formed Culture Club will learn about 

the world through music, stories and 

artwork.  Our students have the oppor-

tunity to create and vote on a logo for 

the spring fundraiser, the Hawk Rock 

ónô Walkðand the winning logo will 

be printed on T-shirts for everyone to 

wear.   Teachers in every classroom 

find creative ways to include art, mu-

sic and story-telling within their every-

day lesson plans.  The Pacific Science 

Center recently visited our school with 

their Science on Wheels van, and dur-

ing the assembly to introduce the dayôs 

concepts, they told a story to get the 

students involved.  From field trips to 

local theaters and chamber orchestras 

to entertaining and original choir con-

certs directed by Mrs. Moody and Mrs. 

Harris, or from United Nations Day to 

the Student Page in the monthly PTSA 

newsletter, here at Redmond Elemen-

tary, the arts are alive. 

As I walked through classes last week, 

several classes were engaged in as-

signments that included an illustration 

or writing task.  The majority of stu-

dents were highly focused on their 

creative tasks, as they allowed each 

student to express themselves person-

ally as an artist/writer. 

As David J. Skorton stated in his arti-

cle, ñIf ever there were a time to nur-

ture [the ability to imagine and create]  

in our young people, it is now, when 

our nationôs future may depend on our 

creativity and our ability to understand 

and appreciate the cultures around the 

world as much as on our proficiency in 

reading and math.ò 

 

Donõt forget to vote  

on February 9, 2010!  
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Did you Know?  

Redmond El PTSA Board meetings are 

open to anyone in the school to attend? 

The next Board Meeting will be 

Wednesday, February 24, 7 p.m. 

Redmond El 

For more information email 

info@redmondelptsa.org  

In transportation, we completed the 

construction of Redmondôs first new 

road in over 12 years, Bear Creek 

Parkway. The new road includes 

sidewalks and bicycle lanes to connect 

from the KFC, around Redmond Town 

Center, to the Dairy Queen. Also, the 

new transit center opened with a 

parking garage and better waiting areas 

for bus riders. 

A milestone that involves 

transportation, parks and utilities is the 

purchase of the railroad right of way.  

The railroad tracks have been out of 

use since 1996 and our community can 

put this resource to better use. The 

City will purchase this land in the next 

couple of months.  This property runs 

from SR 520 and Redmond Way, 

through downtown, across the 

Sammamish River, and north along 

Willows Road up to 124th.  Eventually 

we will create a trail that runs the 

length of this property. But the 

property is wide enough that Sound 

Transit can add light rail to our 

downtown.  The property will also be 

used to put pipes in for water and 

stormwater collection instead of 

tearing up a road. 

Our next project is to extend 161st 

Avenue NE from Redmond Way to 

Bear Creek Parkway. Construction 

will begin this spring, helping to 

connect the downtown street grid. 

Eventually, we will also connect 164th 

Avenue NE, across the rail tracks, to 

(Continued from page 1) NE 76th Street.  Together these 

improvements allow us to convert 

Cleveland Street and Redmond Way 

into more usable two-way streets. 

Another major effort for 2010 and 

2011 is the acquisition and 

development of the Downtown Central 

Park.  The parkôs location is between 

Cleveland Street and Redmond Way; 

bounded on the west by the new 161st 

Avenue NE extension and to the east 

by the historic Stone House property. 

This new addition to our park system 

will enhance our downtown 

neighborhood, providing a destination 

for downtown residents and workers, 

strengthening neighborhood 

connections and reinforcing the 

historic ñheartò of Redmond. 

The chance to help shape Redmondôs 

future is something I take very 

seriously.  I am lucky to serve as 

Mayor in the city in which I grew up. 

This gave me a deep appreciation for 

Redmondôs unique attributes ï parks 

and wooded areas, close-knit 

neighborhoods and great opportunities 

for a quality education.  I am very 

motivated to preserve as much of this 

life as possible for todayôs young 

residents and make Redmond great for 

every generation. 

I wish you a happy and healthy 2010, 

and hope to see you around town.  

Please contact me at 425-556-2101 or 

mayor@redmond.gov if you have any 

questions. 

For questions, contact: Ms. Teshima, 

Principal, and for other easy ways to 

help your school and  PTSA, visit 

www.redmondelptsa.org/fundraising 

Help the School while 

shopping online  

Do you shop at 

Amazon.com?  

Then add the following link to your 

favorites: http://www.amazon.com/?

tag=redmonelemen-20 

Each time you use this link BEFORE 

placing an order with amazon.com, 

Redmond Elementary automatically 

earns a percentage of your order - at 

no cost to you! 

Redmond Elõs Peacebuilders 

The following students are recognized for being examples of good Peacebuilders 

for their peers during the month of January. 

Kindergarten, 1st and 1/2:  Joseph Radovan, Larson McLean,  

Julianne Hernandez, Jenny Tan, Jessy Tan, Siddhath Vijay 

2nd, 3rd, 3/4 and 4th:  Herman Forrest, Isabel Nguyen, Lucas Rowe,  

Karan Bayat, Julia Abouelheiga, Tyler Jackson, Colin Bickford 

5th, 5/6 and 6th: Jenna Yang, David Gibons, Phoenix Wold, Dana Spillinger,  

Francesca Urwin and Sarah Johnson 

Voices of Redmond El  (continued) 

mailto:jteshima@lwsd.org
mailto:jteshima@lwsd.org
http://amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=redmonelemen-20
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=redmonelemen-20
http://amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/?tag=redmonelemen-20
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Culture Club Started at Redmond El  

By Domini Dean and Elena Savage 

In an effort to celebrate the diverse 

cultures at Redmond Elementary, Miss 

Domini Dean has created a ñCulture 

Club.ò  This club will be held on Fri-

day afternoons during lunch recess for 

30 minutes. 

The purpose of the club will be to 

broaden our studentsô knowledge and 

understanding of other cultures, and to 

have some plain old-fashioned good 

fun during the process! 

Miss Dean will begin the club with a 

focus on the cultures of the South 

Pacific, where she lived for awhile.  

She will teach members songs and 

dances relavant to this area of the 

world, as well as read stories and per-

haps even learn a few words in a new 

language! 

Miss Dean is currently looking for 

parent volunteers to visit the club and 

teach the children songs, dances, art, 

or stories from different cultures.  No 

English is required to teach children 

songs in other languages or show them 

a fun art project that represents your 

culture and traditions.  Miss Dean will 

always be present at club meeting to 

assist you or the children, and she 

wants to assure parents not to worry 

about their own level of English.   

Culture Club is all about learning each 

otherôs languages and how to appreci-

ate each other for who we are. 

If you are interested, please complete 

the form below and return it to school 

with your child,  or email Miss Dean 

at ddean@lwsd.org.  

The 2009 -2010 Student  
Directory: Got Yours Yet?  

Planning a party?  Looking for a play 

date? Want to know where to find that 

specialist?  Where are those school 

numbers when you need them?! 

They all can be found in the Student 

Directory,  must-have for every house-

hold!  How do you get your hands on 

one of these babies?  

JOIN PTSA!   

Membership forms available in the 

school lobby, or online at 

www.redmondelptsa.org.   

For more information contact  

membership@redmondelptsa.org  

Eleven  6th Grade Musicians Achieve Honors  

The following sixth grade Redmond Elementary 

musicians have been nominated for the Lake 

Washington School District 2010 All -District Honor 

Concert.  These students will rehearse with other sixth 

graders from across the district in five fast-paced 

rehearsals and perform in a concert the first week in February. 

Congratulations and a job well done! 

  Honor Band:  Andrew Cao, Sarah Johnson, Adrian Pang,             

 Eugenia Yatsenko 

 Honor Choir:   Alyssa Clarke, Lauren Mars, Francesca  Urwin 

  Honor Orchestra:  Chanson Kuo, Sophie Tracy, Ellen Yin, Kaitlyn Yoon  

C U L T U R E  C L U B  V O L U N T E E R 

        ______  YES!  I will share my culture with the club! 

       ______  NO, I will not be able to volunteer, but I know someone from my culture who can!  I will ask them and let         

 you know!  

      Your Name: _____________________ Childôs Name:  _________________ 

      Date I can volunteer (always a Friday): ________________________________ 

      Email:  ______________________________ Phone: ___________________ 

      Culture: _______________________________________________________ 

      Circle what you would like to do:     Dance       Song        Art         Story 
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Enero de 2010 

Voces de  

Redmond El  

Guest Columnist:  

John Marchione,  

Mayor of Redmond 

Bienvenidos de regreso de sus 

vacaciones de invierno. Espero que 

todos hayan tenido un divertido 

descanso de la escuela. Enero marca el 

comienzo de mi tercer año como 

alcalde de Redmond. Hemos logrado 

mucho en los dos primeros años y 

quisiera compartir con ustedes lo que 

hay planeado para el futuro. 

Cuando asistía a la escuela primaria 

(en Ben Rush Elementary), Redmond 

solamente tenía un semáforo y todavía 

había trenes usando las vías. El 

McDonaldôs o la pizzer²a m§s cercanos 

estaban en Bellevue. Hoy en día 

Redmond tiene muchas más alternativas 

que ofrecer y continuamos creando una 

comunidad bien equilibrada.  

En el área de transporte, hemos 

terminado la construcción del primer 

nuevo camino en Redmond en más de 

12 a¶os, Bear Creek Parkway.  El 

nuevo camino incluye banquetas y 

derecho de vía para bicicletas y va 

desde KFC, pasando por atrás de 

Redmond Town Center, hasta el Dairy 

Queen. Asimismo, la nueva terminal de 

tránsito entró en funcionamiento, con 

un nuevo estacionamiento y mejores 

áreas de espera para los pasajeros. 

Un desarrollo importante en 

transportación, parques y servicios 

públicos es la compra del derecho de 

vía del antiguo ferrocarril.  Las vías 

del ferrocarril no se usan desde 1996 y 

nuestra comunidad puede darles un 

mejor uso.  La ciudad comprará esta 

tierra en los próximos dos meses. Esta 

propiedad va desde la 520 y Redmond 

Way, pasando por el centro, 

atravesando el río Sammamish y hacia 

el norte paralela a Willows Road hasta 

la calle 124. Eventualmente 

construiremos un sendero a lo largo de 

toda esta propiedad. Sin embargo, la 

propiedad es lo suficientemente ancha 

como para que Sound Transit extienda 

el servicio de tren ligero hasta el 

centro de Redmond. Esta propiedad 

también será usada para tender tubería 

pluvial y de agua potable.  

Nuestro próximo proyecto es extender 

la Avenida 161 NE desde Redmond 

Way hasta Bear Creek Parkway.  La 

obra comenzará en la primavera, y 

contribuirá a extender la red vial del 

centro de la ciudad. Eventualmente, 

también conectaremos la Avenida 164 

NE con la calle 76 NE. Juntas, estas 

dos obras nos permitirán convertir la 

calle Cleveland y Redmond Way en 

calles de doble sentido.  

Otro esfuerzo importante que se 

llevará a cabo en 2010 y 2011 es la 

adquisición y desarrollo de Downtown 

Central Park. Éste se encuentra 

localizado entre Cleveland y Redmond 

Way; y tendrá al oeste la extensión de 

la Avenida 161 y la histórica Stone 

House al este. Esta adición a nuestro 

sistema de parques servirá para mejorar 

el centro de nuestra ciudad, 

proporcionando un espacio público para 

los residentes y trabajadores del área, 

fortalecerá a la comunidad y reforzará 

al ñcoraz·nò hist·rico de Redmond. 

La oportunidad de ayudar a darle 

forma al futuro de Redmond es algo 

que tomo con absoluta seriedad. Tengo 

la suerte de servir como alcalde de la 

ciudad que me vio crecer. Esto me ha 

dado un profundo aprecio por los 

atributos de Redmond ï parques y 

áreas verdes, vecindarios amigables y 

grandes oportunidades para obtener 

una educación de calidad.  Estoy 

determinado a preservar tanto de este 

estilo de vida como se pueda para 

nuestros jóvenes residentes y para las 

generaciones futuras.  

Les deseo felicidad y salud en 2010 y 

espero encontrármelos por aquí. Por 

favor pónganse en contacto conmigo 

escribiendo a mayor@redmond.gov o 

llamando al 425.556.2101 si tienen 

alguna pregunta. 

¿Sab ía Usted Que...?  

¡Todos son bienvenidos a las reuniones de la Mesa Directiva de PTSA! 

Las reuniones se llevan a cabo mensualmente. Puede encontrar las fechas y horarios en el 

calendario en línea de nuestra escuela, o en nuestra publicación semanal.  

Venga y entérese, venga y contribuya. 

 La próxima reunión tendrá lugar el:  

Miércoles 24 de febrero en  7 p.m., Los comunes de Redmond Elementary 

Para mayores informes, por favor escríbanos a info@redmondelptsa.org 
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora  

Joyce Teshima, Principal 

El arte equilibra mi vida.  

Tengo la suerte de tener un esposo que 

se dedica a hacer arte comercialmente, 

que ve la vida a través de una lente 

diferente y frecuentemente tiene una 

perspectiva novedosa.  Le encanta su 

profesión, y pasa mucho de su tiempo 

libre pintando acuarelas y óleos. Pero 

él no es el único en la familia que ne-

cesita dar rienda suelta a su lado creati-

vo: hace poco me inscribí en dos clases 

de arte, dado que durante las vacaciones 

de invierno me di cuenta de lo mucho 

que extraño las tareas creativas a las que 

me había dedicado en el pasado. 

Cuando éramos niños, hacer arte en la 

escuela se daba por descontado, inclu-

yendo la música ï al menos una o dos 

veces por semana.  Hoy en día, debido 

a cortes presupuestales y cambios en 

los estándares académicos, nuestros 

hijos pueden considerarse afortunados 

si su escuela cuenta con un salón de 

arte o si reciben clases de música más 

de una vez a la semana.   Sin embargo, 

ahora que los problemas financieros 

han impactado la educación artística 

de nuestros hijos, muchos investigado-

res, educadores e incluso neurólogos 

están encontrando una correlación en-

tre la educación artística y el desarro-

llo neurológico, la concentración, au-

toestima, motivación, coordinación 

motriz y habilidad matemática. 

En otras palabras, estamos comenzan-

do a comprender que la creatividad 

artística es tan importante en la educa-

ción de un niño como lo son las ma-

temáticas y la ciencia. De hecho, podr-

ía ser que un buen desempeño de nues-

tros hijos en matemáticas y ciencia sea 

debido precisamente a sus experien-

cias en las artes.  

Recientemente le² el art²culo ñLas Ar-

tes son esencialesò (2009, Edutopia) 

escrito por David J. Skorton, rector de 

la Universidad de Cornell. Ante la pre-

gunta de los padres de estudiantes apli-

cantes sobre qué aumentaría la proba-

bilidad de que sus hijos fueran admiti-

dos a dicha Universidad, dijo que lo 

primero que viene a la mente son las 

cosas usuales: una fuerte formación 

académica, actividades extracurricula-

(Continued on page 8) 

Nota de la editora: Nuestras co-

Presidentas alternan escribiendo una 

columna en asuntos pertinentes a la 

escuela. La columna de este mes está 

escrita por Lisa Lange.  

¡Feliz Año 2010! 

Este año comenzó de manera bastante 

espectacular aquí en Redmond Ele-

mentary, con la esperad²sima visita de 

la unidad de Ciencia sobre Ruedas del 

Pacific Science Center, que en esta 

ocasión nos trajo el programa Mathfin-

der. Nuestros estudiantes participaron 

en un día entero de talleres, exhibicio-

nes y una asamblea general, cortesía 

de PTSA.  Qu® les puedo decir, para 

mi científico corazoncito, la unidad 

móvil del Pacific Science Center es 

como la llegada del camión de los 

helados en un soleado día de verano. 

Curiosamente, el primer evento que 

me tocó coordinar para PTSA hace 

algunos años no tenía nada que ver 

con las Ciencias. Fue nada menos que 

la Semana de Arte, un evento anual de 

PTSA descontinuado en 2006, que 

consistía en un número de actividades 

artísticas desarrolladas alrededor de un 

tema central.  Era una semana enlo-

quecedora, exhaustiva y sin embargo 

exhilarante. Tuve el placer de coordi-

nar la última Semana de Arte, y siem-

pre me he preguntado si no tuve algo 

de culpa por su sensible fallecimiento. 

A mi cerebro le cuesta trabajo com-

prender cosas que no se pueden medir, 

o que no tienen un propósito práctico, 

lo cual es una virtud en mi campo pro-

fesional como Ingeniero, pero resulta 

ser una gran desventaja para otras tare-

as, tales como la Semana de Ciencias.  

Batallando para comprender por qué 

demonios se necesita perder toda una 

semana en las artes, naturalmente hube 

de convertir dicha semana en algo 

Aquí entre nos  

Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President 

ñ¼tilò. De esto naci· la tristemente 

célebre EarthSmART Week, cuyo tema 

era el reciclado.  Por algunos días la 

escuela lució como un auténtico basu-

rero, a grado tal que estoy segura que 

todavía hay algo de esa basura ace-

chando por los rincones, esperando el 

momento adecuado para atacar.  

Al menos algo bueno salió del penoso 

asunto. A partir de este evento nuestra 

escuela decidió aumentar su participa-

ción en los esfuerzos de conservación y 

reciclado del distrito escolar y la ciu-

dad, y hoy en día pienso que somos 

bastante m§s ñverdesò.  Cuando veo 

estos resultados, pienso en cuán afortu-

nados somos de tener una organización 

de padres y profesores como PTSA, que 

aún dentro de sus limitados recursos 

(Continued on page 8) 
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muy raramente duda en apoyar toda 

clase de ideas, talentos y caracteres. 

Por supuesto, mi criminal falta de res-

peto por las artes debía ser castigado. 

Mi lección de vida llegó en la forma 

de mi hijo menor, artista talentoso con 

inclinaciones científicas. Sus experi-

mentos caseros en física y química me 

han hecho reencontrar el gusto por la 

ciencia en sí misma, nada más porque 

sí, y sus dibujos -fascinantes estudios 

en geometría y perspectiva- , me han 

enseñado que las artes y las ciencias 

no están peleadas, que son comple-

mentarias y parte esencial de una edu-

cación balanceada.  

(Continued from page 7) 

 

Aquí entre nos  (el articulo continua) 

res y experiencias de voluntariado.  Sin 

embargo remarcó la importancia de que 

los estudiantes tengan experiencia en 

humanidades y en las distintas artes.  

ñ£stas conservan y transmiten nuestra 

herencia cultural, a la vez que nos 

abren las puertas a otras sociedades y 

civilizaciones alrededor del mundoò, 

cit·. ñNos ayudan a explorar lo que 

significa ser humano, incluyendo las 

dimensiones éticas y estéticas. Si la 

ciencia y la tecnología nos ayudan a 

contestar las preguntas de ñqu®ò y 

ñc·moò, las artes y las humanidades 

nos dan las herramientas para confron-

tar lo intangible, para contemplar el 

ñporqu®ò, para imaginar, para crear.ò 

El Distrito Escolar del Lago Washing-

ton tiene como uno de sus objetivos el 

preparar a sus estudiantes para el mer-

cado global de trabajo.  El perfil edu-

cativo de los estudiantes del LWSD, el 

cual condensa los conocimientos, 

habilidades y atributos deseados para 

todos los estudiantes que se gradúan 

de nuestro sistema escolar, incluye una 

sección en Cultura y las Artes. Dentro 

(Continued from page 7) de esta sección, se determina que un 

estudiante de nuestro distrito debe ser 

capaz de ñcomprender y aplicar los 

conceptos básicos de diseño, música, 

literatura, artes plásticas, danza y arte 

dramático, comunicar artísticamente, 

así como comprender y evaluar el rol 

de la religión y la filosofía en la cultu-

ra y eventos mundiales.ò 

Aquí en Redmond Elementary, nos 

esforzamos por mantener las artes vi-

vas en todo lo que hacemos.  Los estu-

diantes en el nuevo ñCulture Clubò 

aprenderán sobre el mundo a través de 

la música, historias y artes plásticas. 

Nuestros estudiantes tienen la oportu-

nidad de crear y elegir un logo para el 

evento de recaudación de fondos que 

organiza PTSA esta primavera, el 

Hawk RockôNôWalk ï y el logo gana-

dor será impreso en las camisetas del 

evento.  Los profesores encuentran 

maneras creativas de incluir artes 

plásticas, música e historias en sus 

planes de estudio.  El Pacific Science 

Center visit· nuestra escuela reciente-

mente, y durante la asamblea para in-

troducir los conceptos del día, conta-

 Del Escritorio de la Directora (el articulo continua) 

ron historias para capturar el interés de 

los estudiantes.  A través de viajes de 

estudio a teatros locales, visitas de 

orquestas de cámara, coros originales 

dirigidos por Mrs. Moody y Mrs. 

Harris; pasando por United Nations 

Day hasta la página de arte estudiantil 

del boletín de PTSA, en Redmond Ele-

mentary las artes siguen vivas.  

Durante mi caminata por los salones 

de clase la semana pasada, varias cla-

ses estaban ocupadas en tareas que 

incluían escritura o ilustraciones. La 

mayoría de los estudiantes estaban 

concentrados en sus tareas creativas, 

dado que éstas les permitían expresar-

se como escritores y artistas. 

Tal como David J. Skorton manifestó 

en su art²culo, ñsi existe un tiempo 

para cultivar [la capacidad de imaginar 

y crear] de nuestros jóvenes, ese tiem-

po es ahora, cuando el futuro de nues-

tra nación depende de nuestra creativi-

dad y de nuestra capacidad de com-

prender y apreciar otras culturas alre-

dedor del mundo, tanto como nuestras 

habilidades matem§ticas y de lectura.ò 

Afortunadamente para él, ya no tengo 

absolutamente nada que ver con las 

Artes en nuestra escuela. En noviem-

bre nuestro concurso anual de arte Re-

flections nos trajo m§s de 100 trabajos 

excepcionales ¡Muchas gracias Jenny 

Rickman, Stephanie Manske y sus 

ayudantes por darnos este enorme gus-

to! Nuestra vice presidenta de activi-

dades extracurriculares Angie Chris-

tensen está trabajando en un nuevo 

programa en sociedad con el Bellevue 

Art Museum, y una vez m§s PTSA 

patrocinará el viaje del cuarto y quinto 

grado al Meydenbauer Center para 

escuchar a la Orquesta Juvenil de Be-

llevue. Asimismo, PTSA continúa tra-

bajando con Mrs. Moody nuestra pro-

fesora de música, para que todo estu-

diante que desee integrarse a orquesta 

o banda tenga un instrumento para 

practicar.  Nuestro evento de primave-

ra, Hawk Rock óNô Walk tambi®n in-

cluirá muestras de arte estudiantil tan-

to en el concurso para diseñar el Logo 

del evento como en exhibiciones a lo 

largo de la trayectoria de la caminata.  

Aun así, la naturaleza de la creatividad 

es que no conoce límites. Si usted es 

una de esas mentes creativas y tiene un 

proyecto que se beneficiaría de un pe-

queño empujón, no dude en involucrar 

a Redmond Elementary PTSA. Al com-

partir sus ideas, usted toma una parte 

más activa en la educación de sus hijos 

ï con la ventaja adicional de prevenir 

que gente poco inspirada como yo me-

ta la pata nuevamente.  
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Pacific Science Center ñScience of Wheelsò Mathfinder  (continued) 

Also, you have to love an organization 

such as our PTSA, which ñnever says 

never,ò and even with limited re-

sources, rarely hesitates to take 

chances or welcome all kinds of ideas, 

skills, talents and characters. 

My disregard for the arts could not go 

unpunished, of course. My personal 

life lesson came in the form of my 

youngest child, a talented artist and a 

bit of a ñRenaissanceò man.  His daily 

experiments in physics and chemistry 

have allowed me to rediscover the joy 

of doing science just for the fun of it, 

but his drawings, which are wonderful 

studies of geometry and perspective, 

have taught me that art and science are 

complementary and should take equal 

parts in a well-rounded education. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Prez Release (continued) 

Luckily for him, Art in our school is 

nowhere near my hands today.  In No-

vember, our annual Reflections art 

contest showcased our studentsô many 

talents with more than 100 entries. 

Many thanks to Jenny Rickman and 

Stephanie Manske and their helpers 

for such a treat!  Our Enrichment Vice 

President Angie Christensen is cur-

rently working towards a new Art Do-

cents program in partnership with the 

Bellevue Art Museum, and the Red-

mond El PTSA will once again spon-

sor a field trip to the Meydenbauer 

Center for the 4th and 5th graders, 

where they will have the opportunity 

to attend a Bellevue Youth Orchestra 

Concert.  Our PTSA continues to work 

with our music teacher, Mrs. Moody, 

to ensure that every student wishing to 

participate in orchestra or band has 

access to an instrument.  This yearôs 

spring fundraiser, the Hawk Rock Nô 

Walk, will also encourage and benefit 

from our studentsô artistic skills 

through the Logo contest and other 

event-related displays. 

Still, the very nature of creativity is 

that it knows no boundaries. If you are 

one of those creative minds, and you 

have a project that could use a little 

help, donôt hesitate to get the Red-

mond El PTSA involved. By doing so, 

you will be taking a more active part 

in shaping up your childôs education--

with the added bonus of keeping un-

creative minds like ME from meddling 

with it again. 

Claudia Brambile 

and Josue Santiago 
put together a three-

dimensional puzzle 

Three students try 

to figure out how 
many beads are in a 

cylindrical  

container 

Students work on a 

floor puzzle 

Kevin Uribe, Peyton Echeverry, 

Andrew Connor, Samiha Hirsi, 

Katie Dyer and Jenna Yang 

Students were given  

the opportunity to  
explore at the Science 

Museum set up in the 

Library 

Amelia Lange, 

daughter of a 

volunteer 
Event Chair Angie Christensen 

joined in the fun 

Goi Harnett used 

sticks to create pat-

terns 

Montayas  

Bell-Taylor tried 
to guess how 

many beads 

Jimmy Yepez  

constructs a cube  
during the  

classroom visits 

Donya Ostadhaji 

and Emily Beach 
enjoyed the class-

room visit 

Jaine Christ 

and Juneau 
Tullock work  

on mosaics 

together 

Due to the magic of the Pacific Sci-

ence Center ñScience on Wheelsò van, 

which allowed students a glimpse of 

high-level mathematical concepts even 

while pointing out the everyday, mun-

dane interactions with math and num-

bers, students went home on Monday a 

little bit more excited about mathð

even if they wouldnôt admit it. 

(Continued from page 1) 

all photos by Elena 

Savage and Malia Steeb 
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Students Express Beauty  

By Elena Savage, Editor, Jenny Rickman, Co-Chair and Stephanie Manske, Co-Chair 

Every year, Redmond Elementary stu-

dents are given the opportunity to par-

ticipate in Reflections, a National PTA 

and Washington Sate PTA cultural arts 

competition.  Reflections challenges 

students to create works of art relating 

to a specific theme.  This year, ap-

proximately 150 students entered the 

competition.  The 2009-10 theme was 

ñBeauty Isé..ò   

The following students received 

awards for their entries. 

Photography: Siddarth Vijay, Philip 

Redlich, Trevor Lange, Marty Lodge, 

Alyssa Clarke 

Visual Arts:  Faye Thijessen, Daniel 

Sun, Garrett Price, Katie Berman, 

Meghna Shankar, Nikita Nerkkar, 

Irene Thomas, Eugenia Yatsanko, 

Sarah Johnson 

Enrichment  

Literature:  Varun Wescott, Autumn 

Savage, Ethan Waite, Mya MacRae, 

Lilly Cao, Ellin Yin, Ethan Raffman 

Film:  Pearl Thijssen, Ryan Bruntz 

Music: Martin Randall 

Dance: Hannah Rickman 

Creative works by the following stu-

dents received either Outstanding In-

terpretation or Awards of Excellence, 

which means their work will partici-

pate in the State Reflections competi-

tion.  Two more Redmond El students 

received Awards of Merit. 

Photography: Siddarth Vijay, Out-

standing Interpretation; Philip Redlich, 

Award of Excellence 

Dance: Hannah Rickman, Outstanding 

Interpretation 

Literature : Varun Wescott, Award of 

Merit; Mya MacRae, Award of Excel-

lence; Lilly Cao, Award of Merit 

Music: Martin Randal, Award of  

Excellence 

Included on these pages are works 

submitted into the Photography and 

Visual Arts categories. 

ñBeauty is Small Things People Donôt 

Noticeò by Phillip Redlch, 5th grade, 

Award of Excellence 

ñUntitled,ò by Siddarth Vijay, 2nd 

grade, Outstanding Interpretation 

ñBeauty is Reflection,ò by Marty Lodge, 

6th grade 

ñMoon Over Lake,ò by Daniel Sun, 1st 

grade 

ñWaterfall,ò by Faye Thijessen, 

2nd grade 

ñSwirls and Hybrids,ò by 

Irene Thomas, 
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Got Mad Computer Skills?  

Hi, Iôm Red the Traveling Bear! You can see all the cool pictures Iôve 

taken so far at www.redmondelptsa.org/passport  

I need someone to help me upload my photos and notes into my 

blog. My new partner in adventures needs to have all of the following: a computer, a 

scanner, internet connection, and good working knowledge of how to use these three at 

the same time! Would you ðor a few of youðplease help me?  

Contact  passportclub@redmondelptsa.org before Iôm grounded for good!  

Passport Club Itinerary  

The Passport Club check day for Janu-

ary is January 29.  Below is the itiner-

ary for the first three levels.  

Level 1: Mozambique, New Zealand, 

China, Pakistan, Venezuela 

Level 2: Myanmar, United Kingdom, 

Israell, Uganda 

Level 3: Antigua and Barbuda,  

Bahrain, Burkina Faso, Cyprus,  

El Salvador 

Enrichment  

ñBeauty is in the Eye of the 

Beholder,ò by Eugenia   

Yatsenko, 6th grade 

ñBeauty is a Sunflower in Bloom,ò 

by Alyssa Clarke, 6th grade 

ñBeauty is People,ò by Garrett 

Price, 1st grade 

ñFriendship,ò by Sarah   

Johnson, 6th grade 

ñThe Sammamish River,ò by 

Megna Shankar, 3rd grade 

ñBeauty of Flowers,ò by  

Nikita Nerkar, 4th grade 

ñBeauty is my French Horn,ò 

by Trevor Lange, 4th grade 

ñUntitled,ò by Katie Berman, 5th grade 
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Redmond El PTSA sponsors a Chess 

Club for after school on Wednesdays.  

Beginners/Intermediate players meet 

at 2:15 to 3:30 p.m. and Advanced 

players meet from 3:45 to 5:00 p.m. 

Students in both groups are encour-

aged to participate in tournaments.   

Both group are coached by David 

Hendricks, a chess coach for over ten 

years and the Scholastic Director for 

the Washington Chess Federation.  

Aiyushi  Kumar and Mihir Sardesai 

Daniel Sun, a kindergartener, displays 

his captured pieces 

Neils Rajurs and Varun Venkatesh 

Neil Rajurs studies a classmateôs move 

Sonny Zuniga  and Gabriel Galen 

Enrichment  

Art Museum Comes to Redmond El Library  

by Angie Christensen, Enrichment Chair, and Elena Savage, Editor 

During the week of March 8 through 

March 12th, Redmond Elementary 

students will enjoy original art by 

Pacific Northwest artists in our 

school library as part of a program 

offered by the Junior League of Se-

attle in collaboration with the Belle-

vue Arts Museum. 

This program, sponsored by the 

Redmond El PTSA, will enable stu-

dents and teachers to experience an 

art museum in a school setting.  Under 

the guidance of trained art docents, 

children are able to discover out-

standing original art from the region, 

to explore a wide range of media and 

to experience the artistic process first 

hand in guided art lessons. 

There are a limited number of open-

ings for parents and community mem-

bers who would like to participate in 

this program as art docents. The train-

ing session for volunteers will take 

place at Bellevue Art Museum on Sat-

urday, January 23 from 9 a.m. to 12 

p.m. 

If you are interested in attending and 

helping to guide several classrooms of 

students through the art, please contact 

Angie Christensen at enrich-

ment@redmondelptsa.org. 

Chess Clubs Underway  

 These photos are from the Beginner/

Intermediate class on Wednesday,  

December 6, 2010. 

If you are interested  in the Redmond 

Elementary Chess Club, please visit 

www.redmondelptsa.rg/enrichment/

chess.html or contact 

Andy.Christensen@microsoft.com 
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Student Page  

Submitting Student work 
 

Students: Are you interested in sub-

mitting your writing, drawing, or other 

printable creative work to the Hawk 

Talk? Weôd love to see it! 

You can send it to us via the office or 

email (or have  

your parents email it) to hawk-

talk@redmondelptsa.org. If  

your submission passes our editorial 

review, weôll publish it in the next 

Hawk Talk as room permits. 

Be sure to include your name and 

teacherôs name on your submissions so 

we can contact you and return your 

original work to you. 

ñBunny,ò by Adrian Monterrubio, 2nd 

grade, Ms. Nice 

King Lexicon and the Kingdom of Dictopolis  

By Sydnee Wong, 3/4, Ms. Burton 

After a jousting tournament and a dic-

tionary endurance challenge amongst 

the knights, the Dragon Slayers won 

the competition and became the new 

Queens of Dictopolis.  The honorable 

queens were Carmen MacRae, Hannah 

Rickman, and Sydnee Wong.   

The highlight of the simulation for me 

was the crowning ceremony when the 

queens were crowned and the rest of 

the class became either a supreme 

knight or a working knight.  I person-

ally think that having a classroom 

simulation is a great way to combine 

fun and learning! 

During the month of December, Room 

207 was transformed into the King-

dom of Dictopolis.  The purpose of 

this classroom simulation was to teach 

and practice dictionary skills.  The 

events all started when my classmates 

walked into the classroom to see our 

teacher, Mrs. Burton, dressed as 

Queen Lexicon!!  She wore a purple 

cape and pink and silver crown.  The 

Queen explained to us that the ruler of 

Dictopolis, King Lexicon, was grow-

ing old and could no longer rule the 

kingdom.  He had no heirs, so she 

challenged seven teams to complete a 

crossword puzzle and guess a secret 

word.  The team that completed most 

of the puzzle and uncovered the mys-

tery word would be crowned the next 

rulers of the monarchy.   

Everybody started out as a page in the 

Kingdom and moved on to be a squire 

and then a knight.  They moved 

through the jobs by completing chal-

lenging activities as individuals and as 

teams.  The teams were allowed to 

duel each other to obtain new words in 

the crossword puzzle.  Teams were 

also awarded clues to the crossword 

puzzle for having a high team score 

(average) for their daily worksheets.   

Sydnee Wong, Carmen MacRae and 

Hannah Rickman pose as Queens of 

Dictopolis 

 

Needed: Brave Volunteer to Sacrifice Eggs in Name of Science!  

Due to the resounding success of last years' Egg Drop challenge, PTSA would love to do it 

again sometime in May! 

 

In order to do that, all that's needed is an enthusiastic volunteer to chair this fun event! 

 

No science background is required.  You will need to coordinate a date between the Redmond Fire Department and the school, slap 

a few posters here and there (help will be provided in creating and printing), and  a willingness to witness a few eggs' demise during 

the 1 hour event.  

 

To learn more, or offer your time, please contact enrichment@redmondelptsa.org 
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PTSA News  

LWSF Announces 2009 Grant Awards  

Adapted from a  LWSF Press Release by Janitzia Pizarro, Elizabeth Hansford and Elena Savage 

The Lake Washington Schools Foun-

dation (LWSF) awarded 38 classroom 

grants to our schools this yearð5 to 

high schools, 13 to junior highs, and 

20 to elementary schoolsðresulting in 

over $63,000 awarded in 21 different 

schools in our district.  LWSF Trus-

tees and community members assisted 

in evaluating grants.   

This year, Redmond Elementary is 

pleased to have been awarded six of 

those grants to help in the funding of 

the following programs: 

¶ $1,000 for the 5th graders to study 

government, culminating in a real-

world visit to our state capital in 

order to foster a responsibility to 

become active, informed, democ-

ratic citizens. 

¶ $1,361 for the creation of a Culture 

Club whose purpose is to engage 

students in project-based learning 

with real-world connections to 

global-citizenship 

DESPERATELY SEEKING DISPLAY WIZARD!  

 

Good at organizing?  Enjoy tracking inventory?  Looking for some time to fill now that 

the holidays are over?  The Explorations in Math Team is desperately seeking a Dis-

play Wizard (or a few, if you want to work with friends)!  

The Display Wizard(s) would maintain the Explorations in Math Challenge display 

with material updated monthly, track student participation in the Math Challenge and 

keep track of the Exploration in Math supplies.   

Training and all materials are provided, displays are ready to use, 

and no creativity necessary!  

Time commitment is 2-3 hours per month (for one person), Janu-

ary through June, and any time the school is open is a good time! 

Please contact enrichment@redmondelptsa.org for more I        

information. 

 
 

Tax Tip  

 

If you are planning to itemize your de-

ductions in your 2009 Tax Return, don't 

forget to include all your contributions to 

PTSA as charitable donations, including 

your membership fee.   

If your donation(s) exceeded $250, 

please contact the PTSA treasurer at 

treasurer@redmondelptsa.org for a  

receipt.  

If you volunteered for PTSA, even the 

mileage on those trips for the greater 

good might be tax deductible! " Consult 

your tax advisor regarding deductions. 

¶ $1,210 for the creation of a Super 

Science Forensics Club, where stu-

dents will learn and apply scientific 

principles such as fingerprint analy-

sis and chromatography to solve a 

mystery 

¶ $500 for library books which will 

supplement the new social studies 

curriculum, update popular series, 

encourage struggling readers and 

appeal to high end students. 

¶ $1,000 for the purchase of additional 

curriculum materials for the Explo-

rations In Math program 

¶ $1,200 for the 3rd graders to partici-

pate in Water Safety and Swimming 

Lessons, which will introduce and 

encourage physical activity and rein-

force important skills. 

The Lake Washington Schools Foun-

dation was created in 2005 to enrich 

the quality of the schools in the Lake 

Washington School District.  It has 

been very responsive to the grant ap-

plications sent by Redmond Elemen-

tary teachers, school administrators 

and the Redmond El PTSA.   

Redmond El has been awarded $7,020 

in 2007, $6,300 in 2008 and $6,271 in 

2009 for a combined total of $19,591 

that has greatly enhanced our studentsô 

academic experience.   

The Redmond Elementary PTSA 

gratefully acknowledges the Founda-

tion and encourages parents, family 

and community members to support its 

mission in any way you can.   

To learn more about the LWSF 

please visit www.lwsf.org. 

http://www.lwsf.org
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PTSA News  

Volunteers Needed for 

Science Lunch Club  

Once a month, parent volunteers con-

duct science experiments out on the 

Redmond El playground to introduce 

our students to the excitement and 

magic of science.  

In previous years, volunteers have dem-

onstrated what is needed to make a bub-

ble, used a toroidal air cannon to move 

air in stable rings across the gymnasium, 

and shown how science can change the 

way an instrument sounds.  

The PTSA is currently looking for 

volunteers who can help with Science 

Lunch Club!  

Please contact Sarah Keimig at  

volunteers@redmondelptsa.org or  

Angie Christensen at  

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org. 

Did you know the school has new phone numbers? The November 
issue of the Hawk Talk has a handy clip and save reference. 

Numbers, including teacher extensions, are also available in the Student Directory.  
Join PTSA to get yours today. 

Pass the Hat  

Exceeds Goal  

Pass the Hat has 

brought in $7,804!  

Our goal was $7,000, 

so we would like to 

warmly thank every-

one who donated to this effort.   

These monies will be used to fund 

many programs we offer the students 

at Redmond Elementary.   

Donations are still being accepted, and as 

the PTSA is a non-profit organization, 

your money is tax deductible (along with 

your PTSA membership dues). 

New to the 

School?  Donôt 

be surprised if 

you hear from 

usé. 

The Redmond El PTSA  is in the proc-

ess of creating an official ñWelcome 

Committee,ò which will extend a wel-

come hand to all new families at our 

school.   

Although the Welcome Committee is a 

ñWork in Progressò for now, we are  

making an effort to contact every new 

family within the first week of their 

attendance at Redmond El in order to 

answer any questions you may have, 

provide information you might be 

looking for, make certain you have 

been introduced to the VIPs of the 

school (your childôs teacher, our prin-

cipal, and our office staff), give you a 

PTSA Creates òWelcome Committeeó 

point of contact if you want one, and 

in general let you know you arenôt 

alone. 

If you are new to the school and have-

nôt heard from us yet, please contact 

Lisa and Janitzia at presi-

dent@redmondelptsa.org or Sarah at 

volunteer@redmondelptsa.org, and we 

will make sure you are assigned a 

point of contact. 

Whether you are new to the school or 

an ñold handò at Redmond El, we 

would love your input and your help!  

If you would like to help us make sure 

our new families are properly wel-

comed,  or you just have ideas for fur-

thering our Welcome Committee,  

please contact volun-

teer@redmondelptsa.org or presi-

dent@redmondelptsa.org. 
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February 

1 LWSD Elementary Honor Band/Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30-8 p.m., Rose 

 Hill Junior High 

2 NSH Free Fantastic Family Fun Night, 

6-8 p.m., Redmond El Cafeteria 

LWSD Honor Band Concert, 7:30-

9:00 p.m., Eastlake High School 

3 LWSD Honor Orchestra Concert 7:30-

9:30 p.m., Redmond High School  

4 Kindergarten Registration Begins 

LWSD PTSA Council Meeting, 9:30-

11:30 a.m., LWSD Resource Center 

Redmond Elementary Open House, 

7:00-8:00 p.m., Redmond El 

LWSD Honor Choir Concert, 7:30-

9:00 p.m., Eastlake High School 

February (continued) 

January 
21 LWSD Elementary Honor Band/Choir 

 Rehearsal, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Rose Hill 

 Junior High. 

22 PTSA Hawk Rock nô Walk Logo Contest 

Ends! 

 Popcorn Friday 

 Jr. High Quest Applications Due 

26 LWSD Elementary Honor Band/Choir 

Rehearsal 6:30 p.m., Rose Hill Junior High 

 LWSD K-5 Math Adoption Committee 

 Parent Input Meeting, 7-9 p.m., Frost 

 Elementary 

 LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting, 7-9 

 p.m., LWSD Resource Center 

28 LWSD Elementary Honor Band/Choir 

Rehearsal, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Rose Hill      

Junior High 

29 Passport Club Check Day 9-10 a.m.,  

Redmond El Cafeteria 

A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers !  

ñVolunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, but because they are PRICELESS!ò 

For the most up-to-date calendar  

information, check online at  

http://www.redmondelptsa.org/  

or the school website. 

Grant Writing Popcorn Friday 

Erika Gaskill, Chair 
Frieda Vos 
Claudia Pravat 
Chuck Zalinski 
Sarah Zanders 

Jenny Smith-Gaynor 
Magali Lenarczek 
Yvette McLean 
Janitzia Pizarro 

Janine Waite, Chair 
 
Andrea Bradford 
Angie Christensen 
Mette Clark 

Suzie Connor 
Sandy Fleming 
Peggy Joanou 
Heejung Kim 
Marge Kuyhendall 
Lisa Lange 
Magali Lenarczak 
Amy MacRae 

Alpana Maniyar 
Kathy O'Keefe 
Janitzia Pizarro 
Cindy Poon 

Caludia Pravat 
Sue Radovan 
Jill Rockafield 
Elena Savage 
Kavita Sharma 

Shweta Shrivastava 
Claudia Ye 
 

Special thanks to all 

the people who baked 

whose names we 

missed! 
 

Passport Club   

Reflections 

5 Popcorn Friday 

10  All -Day Kindergarten Enrollment Selection 

11 NO SCHOOL: MID-WINTER BREAK 

12 NO SCHOOL: MID-WINTER BREAK 

15 NO SCHOOL PRESIDENTS DAY 

18 Redmond El Family Math Night, 6:30-8:00 

p.m., Redmond El Cafeteria.  No drop-offs 

please! 

19 NSH Donuts for Dad, Muffins for Mom, 

8:00-8:45 a.m., Redmond El Library 

 Popcorn Friday 

23 LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting,  

7-9 p.m., LWSD Resource Center 

24 Redmond El PTSA Board Meeting, 7:00ï

9:00 p.m., Redmond El Library 

25 3rd & 4th Grade Music Program, 7pm, 

Redmond El Commons;  

Bake sale immediately following 

26 Passport Club Check Day 9-10 a.m.,  

Redmond El Cafeteria 

Thank You very much to teachers and staff members who went out of 
their way and took the time and effort to write grants for the benefit of 
our children, to our very own Elizabeth Hansford, Grant Writing Wizard, 
for her hard work and unwavering support, and to Kris Shankar,  
currently working in securing our school more funds so they don't have 

to come out of our tired pockets! 

Manka Dhingra and 
Janitzia Pizarro   
Co-Chairs 
 
Kris Ikeda 

Frieda Vos 
Kavita Sharma 
Leah Morris 
Yuki Cheng 
Kris Anderson 
Luz Lopez 
David White 
Marge Kuykendall 

Judy Teshima 
Mette Clarke 
Veena Goli 
Amy Gan 

Pei Yuen 
Evelyn Viegas 
Malhik Yalamanchili 
Sue Radovan 
Kathrtyn OôKeefe 

 

 

Special Thanks to Mr. 

Rick, for helping us at 

the event entrance 

and keeping us within 

schedule.  

Science on Wheels 

Angie Christensen, 
Chair 
Chuck Zalinski 
Janitzia Pizarro 
Ann Bovee 

Jean Avery 
Frieda Vohs 
Sue Price 
Garrett Price 
Jordan Price 
Mette Clarke 
Alyssa Clarke 
Nicholas Clarke 

Erika Gaskill, Chair 
Carol Matheson 
Doug Allen 
Charles-custodian 
Jessica Falkner 

Lisa Hall   
Shehla Dawood  
Liam & Sue Price 
Elena & Frank Savage 
Janitzia Pizarro  
Lisa Lange 
Elizabeth Hansford 
Halley Trinidad 

Trevor Lange 
Alyssa Clark 
Ryanne Rockafield 
Maddie Lodge 

Jenny Rickman and 
Stephanie Manske, co-
Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 
Lisa Lange 
Kim Kocar-Oban 
Amy Gan 
Cindy Poon 

Kathryn Tokeetts 
Amy McRae 
Angie Christensen 

Staff Appreciation 
Family Movie Night 


