
Notes from Laura  

Laura English, PTSA President  

(en Español en la página 6) 

Are you feeling the same push and 

pull that I am?  Some days I want this 

year to end tomorrow and not be so 

rushed and bogged down with school 

stuff.  In the same instance, I switch 

to: slow down, time!  My children are 

growing up too fast.   

As I wind down my first term as 

president, I realize a few things:  1) I 

am still alive, 2) I still know where my 

kids are (most of the time), and 3) the 

year went pretty smoothly with some 

"learning moments" that will be 

applied to next year.   I feel truly 

honored to share this "monthly chat" 

with you.  I have enjoyed it 

immensely, look forward to continuing 

to ñtalkò to you next yearé.and now I 

can also add writing to my ñschtick.ò  

The praise and many kinds words Iôve 

received about my articles (thank 

(continued on page 2) 
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Andrew Clarke and Steve Hitch  show the crowd the eggs that survived the drop from a 

50 foot fire department ladder. More pictures on pages 13-14. 

SPLAT! OOOHHH!!  

AAAHHHHHHH!!!! Those sounds, 

with the steady background hum from 

a Redmond Fire Department ladder 

truck engine were the accompaniment 

to the Redmond El Egg Drop on Fri-

day, June 5. 

Students assembled their contraptions 

at home and brought them to school 

Friday morning.  PTSA volunteers 

followed (sometimes very detailed) 

instructions about how to insert eggs 

into the contraptions that were deliv-

ered to the truckôs launch platform. 

After the ladder truck raised its ladder 

a full 50 feet into the air, volunteers 

loaded contraptions into the bucket 

that was pulled hand over hand to the 

top of the ladder platform. Over the 

next hour and a half, firefighters 

dropped the contraptions one at a time 

to chants of ñDrop the Egg!ò and 

squeals of delight as some designs 

floated to the ground or others crashed 

to the ground with sickening crunches.  

Contraptions came in all shapes and 

sizes: a crocheted bundle of yarn did-

nôt do much to protect the egg, but 

made the attempt in style; a Lunar 

Lander drifted to the ground from its 

perfect parachute. One cool device 

featured an egg wrapped in an orange, 

set onto a large disk of paper that 

floated to the ground like a flying sau-

cer. A model of perfect balance, it 

landed gracefully. 

A crowd favorite was the egg encased 

inside a small watermelon. The water-

melon splattered across the target area, 

much to the delight of the crowd, but 

(Continued on page 12) 

Redmond El Egg Drop Brings out Engineers  

By Steve Hitch 
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you!) are humbling even while making 

me proud, but I must admit...my 

editor, Elena Savage, has also been my 

gentle helper in terms of transitional 

phrases and order of content.  Every 

month I'd send her my cut, and then 

she'd make it pretty.  I think weôve 

made a great team, and I am grateful 

for her English teachers of days gone 

by (and mine too: I wish I could thank 

my 11th grade English teacher for her 

'writing drills').   

I could probably 'wax poetic' here 

about how wonderful our year was and 

how much I enjoyed working with 

everyone, but I think all of that 'goes 

without saying.ô  So, how does one 

end a year that was both rewarding 

and challenging?  I'm tempted to end it 

(continued from page 1) with the one word I would use after 

exams were done: 

WEHOOOOOOOO! 

OKé.that seemed a bit foolish.   

Maybe I should end with this: I am 

looking forward to next year with our 

new principal, new faces on the PTSA 

Board, new and old faces in our 

fabulous school community, and ten 

more months of endless possibilities.   

But first: I am going to relax, enjoy the 

legendary PNW summer, reconnect 

with my family on the East Coast and 

sporadically bump into you guys at the 

beach, the library, the grocery 

storeé.anywhere but Redmond El for 

a few months, right?!  Be safe, wear 

sunscreen and most importantly, 

HAVE FUN!   

Notes from Laura  

Membership Report  
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair 

Members as of 05/31/09: 260 
Membership Goal: 250 members 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA  

Unit 2.8.46  

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us  
President: Laura English 

Executive VP: Koquisa Taylor 
Newsletter Editors: Elena Savage & 

Elizabeth Hansford 
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.702.3419 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer 

Bank Balance as of  05/01/09 .......... $31,662.78  

Bank Balance as of 05/31/09 ........... $29,759.12 

Income: May YTD 

Fundraising Income* $393.70 $12,127.15 

Membership Dues** $0.00 $2,474.00 

Pass The Hat $0.00 $8,873.00 

Corporate Matching $480.15 $16,435.74 

Hawk Walk $1,960.65 $14,479.73 

Miscellaneous Income $1,217.25 $5,134.18 

Total $4,051.75 $59,523.80 

Expenses: May YTD 

Communications $153.92 $1,140.94 

Community Services $0.00 $1,937.12 

Community Service Grants $60.00 $1,169.03 

Enrichment $88.71 $21,557.99 

School Services $2,496.73 $7,767.84 

School Services Grants $636.49 $3,822.20 

Fundraising Expenses* $2,207.04 $13,630.83 

Cost of Business** $312.52 $3,336.55 

Total $5,955.41 $54,362.50 
 

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due 

catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national 

PTAs for individual membership fees.  

Fun Fact: The summer solstice occurs Sunday, June 21, 2009 at 1:46 a.m. Eastern 
Daylight Time. 

Bakers 

Wanted ! 
The PTSA will hold its final Bake Sale of 

the year after the Variety Show on Fri-

day, June 12.   Please help us raise 

money for new library books! 

Bring all baked 

goods to the 

PTSA room by 

3:30 pm on 

June 12. 

Thank you, and 

have a great 

summer! 
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(en Español en la página 7) 

As you all know, this is the last col-

umn I will be writing for the Redmond 

Elementary HawkTalk.  Itôs time for 

me to retire, and although I know itôs 

rightðIôm readyðI am doing so with 

very mixed emotions.  Counting my 

years as a student, Iôve spent 57 of my 

62 years in a school.  Working with 

children has, literally, been my lifeð

and many of those children and their 

families have become part of my life.   

In Salt Lake City, Utah, 1978, I taught 

a darling little second grader named 

Lindsay, who loved me from the start.  

I had taught her two older brothers, 

and sheôd looked forward to being in 

ñMiss Heidôs classò.  She became my 

shadow: she helped me at every recess 

when I couldnôt talk her into going 

outside; she wrote me notes; she wrote 

books with me as the main character; 

her family invited me to dinner on sev-

eral occasions.  Over the years, she has 

blessed me by tenaciously keeping in 

touch and sharing her life with me.  

That little girl went to college, married 

and is now the mother of four children.  

Because I wanted to make a difference 

in the lives of children, this child 

(among others) made a difference in 

mine: Iôve become Lindsayôs second 

mother and, therefore, her childrenôs 

second grandmother.  To Lydia, 

Katrina, Luke and Peter, Iôm Grandma 

Janice, or GJ as they call me.   

Iôve spent several Christmases with 

Lindsay and my honorary grandchil-

dren, travelled to Lake Powell and 

stayed on their houseboat and been to 

Disneyland with them.  In return, they 

have visited me many times here in 

Washington.  About 5 years ago, 

Lydia, Lindsayôs oldest, said, ñMom, I 

canôt wait until Iôm 12. ñ  ñWhy?ò 

ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Janice Heid, Principal 

Lindsay asked.  ñBecause thatôs when 

Grandma Janice is going to retire.ò  

Lydia turns 12 in July this summer, 

and while I will greatly miss my career 

in education and my stay here at Red-

mond Elementary, Iôm looking for-

ward to spending a lot of time with 

Lydia and her siblings.   

A couple of weeks ago, a former stu-

dent of mine stopped by the school to 

see me.  He is now an orthodontist, 

and, having bought his former ortho-

dontistôs practice, he has resettled with 

his family in the area.  Seeing my 

name on the district website, he came 

to the school to tell me how important 

I had been in his life.  Although Iôve 

never married, I canôt say that I donôt 

have any children.  My students have, 

in a very real way, been my honorary 

children, and I am humbled and truly 

honored myself when they choose me 

to be a friend, confidante, honorary 

mother, grandmother, or aunt in return.   

One of my favorite poems is ñThe 

Bridge Builder,ò by Will Allen Drom-

goole.  The poem speaks of each gen-

eration's responsibilities to its succes-

sors, and Dromgooleôs words have 

stayed close to my heart throughout 

my educational career.  It has been an 

amazing journey, and I am so thankful 

to end it with the amazing community 

at Redmond Elementary.  Hopefully, 

during my career and my time with all 

of you, I have been a bridge builder.  I 

wish you all the very, very best! 

The Bridge Builder  

An old man, going a lone highway, 

 

Came, at the evening, cold and gray, 

 

To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide, 

 

Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 

 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim; 

 

The sullen stream had no fears for him; 

 

But he turned, when safe on the other side, 

 

And built a bridge to span the tide. 

 

"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim, near, 

 

"You are wasting strength with building here; 

 

Your journey will end with the ending day; 

 

You never again must pass this way; 

 

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide- 

 

Why build you the bridge at the eventide?" 

 

The builder lifted his old gray head: 

 
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said, 

"There followeth after me today 

 

A youth, whose feet must pass this way. 

 

This chasm, that has been naught to me, 

 

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be. 

 

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 

 

Good friend, I am building the bridge for him." 

 
 ðWill Allen Dromgoole 

Working with children has, lit-

erally, been my life ðand many 

of those children and their 

families have become part of 

my life.   
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HawkTalk Focus: Joyce Teshima, Principal  

For the last nine months, we have intro-

duced you to many or our hard-working 

staff members at Redmond El.  This 

month, we would like  you to meet Ms. 

Joyce Teshima, who will be our new 

principal as of September, 2009.  Ms. 

Teshima has lived and taught school in 

both Japan and California, and she 

comes to us from Rose Hill Elementary, 

where she was principal for eleven 

years.  Welcome, Ms. Teshima! 

Name: Joyce Tamiko Teshima (My 

maiden name is also my married name) 

Birthday:   February 4 

Hometown or Place of Birth: I was 

born in an American hospital in Tokyo, 

Japan.   

Family:  I have one younger sister who 

is much taller than me, so everyone 

thinks she is my ñbigò sister.    We trav-

eled back and forth between Japan and 

California where my fatherôs family 

lived during our summer vacations. I 

have a grandson named Wyatt who is a 

one year old, and it is so much fun see-

ing him grow up and learn.  I have 2 

Wheaton terriers that keep me active and 

busy.  Bailey is almost 13 years old, but 

she loves teasing and chasing Mick, who 

is 7 years old.  Bailey was a Delta Ther-

McDonald õs   

Students  of the Month  

Congratulations to the following 

students who have been selected as 

McDonaldôs Students of the Month for 

June. These awards are given for 

Academic Excellence and being an 

example of the life skills of respect, 

courtesy, friendship, and courage.  

Kindergarten:  Christopher Orozpe 

First:   Sarah Long 

Second:  Lillian Bunten 

Third :  Kaileigh Keidrowski 

Fourth: Max Randal 

Fifth :  Florian Krupowicz                                     

Sixth:  Dorothy Jiang 

Redmond Elõs Peacebuilders  

The following students are recognized for being examples of good  

Peacebuilders for their peers. 

apy dog, and she is studying for her re-

certification test.  Letôs hope she and her 

handler (me) both pass our test!   

Education: I went to pre-school in To-

kyo, kindergarten and first grade in Berke-

ley, California and the rest of elementary 

school through high school in Japan.  I 

went to Western Washington University 

and the University of Washington for my 

undergraduate degree, Seattle University 

for my Masterôs Degree and SPU for my 

administrative credentials.   

Position at Redmond El: I get to be 

your Principal next year!   

Previous job: I have taught ELL at Seat-

tle Community College and in Japan, and 

kindergarten through 5th grade, before 

coming to LWSD in 1991.  I was a school 

counselor at Muir and Wilder Elementary 

Schools, the Vice Principal at Wilder, and 

have been the Principal at Rose Hill Ele-

mentary for the past 11 years.   

Hobbies: I love to do so many thingsé 

travel, walk (Iôm doing two half-

marathons this year), hike; golf; snow-

shoe; cross country ski; read, cook/bake; 

do arts and crafts projects.   

Favorite Food: Noodles and pasta of all 

kinds and cupcakeséespecially vanilla 

cupcakes with lots of frosting!      

Travels: Iôve ridden my bike and hiked 

in France, Switzerland and Italy; driven 

across the U. S., and visited the colonial 

cities of central Mexico, and some very 

small islands in Micronesia and Okinawa.   

What do you like about Redmond El 

most? I have always heard about the 

nice community spirit at Redmond Ele-

mentary and the wonderful children and 

people who work at the school.  I love 

the international representation of people 

from all over the world.   

A favorite memory from your own 

elementary school days?   I remember 

my kindergarten and first grade teacher, 

Miss Chudnoff, wrote letters to me after 

I went back to Japan.  She was so kind 

and interested in everything I did.       

May 
Kinder garten, 1st and 1/2: Marius 

Lenarczak, Garrett Price, Isaac Kim, 

Keith Bartsch Acosta, Mamoru 

Hatsuta, Allison Friefeld 

2nd, 3rd,  3/4 and 4th:  Amber Blak-

ney, Ashtonn Hoffman, Halee Trini-

dad, Joseline Mejia, Tanaya Sardesai, 

Robert Chabolla, Luna Moreno 

5th, 5/6 and 6th:  Austin Rockafield, 

Roxanne Sanders, Eugenia Katsenko, 

Dorsa  Ostadhaji, Brayden Walker 

June  
Kinder garten, 1st and 1/2: Marisol 

Garcia, Marquis Lynn, Heesoo Kim, 

Cannon Walker, Faye Thijseen 

2nd, 3rd,  3/4 and 4th:   

Krishna Bathini, Aidan Coohill,  

William Dmyterko, Pearl Thijssen, 

Milinda Bhopatkar, Kayla Yepez, 

Phoenix Wold 

5th, 5/6 and 6th: Jin Deng  and 

Harley Kirsch, Danny Flores, Steven 

Liu, Danuta Egle and Savanna Hewitt 
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2009/2010 Teacher  

Assignments  

With only two kindergarten classes 

rolling up to first grade next year, we 

will  only be staffed for two first 

grades.   

Mrs. Korsmo and Mrs. Fleck will be 

our two first grade teachers.   

Ms. Clark will be teaching one of our 

two All Day Kindergarten classes.   

We have enrolled enough 

kindergartners for two full day classes 

and one half day class.   

Mrs. Peters will continue to teach one 

of the All Day Kindergarten classes 

and Mrs. Jones will continue to teach a 

morning half day class. 

Ms. Broadieôs and Ms. Niceôs second 

graders search for worms on a Friday 

afternoon as part of their Earth Science 

curriculum 

Fun Fact: The term ñsolsticeò comes from the Latin words ñsolò (sun) and 
ñsistereò (to stand still). 

Let Us Know 

Where You Roam  

Redmond Elementary PTSA 
Attn: The Passport Club  
P.O Box 2202 
Redmond, WA   98073  

THE PASSPORT CLUB© hopes youôll  

drop me a line this summer! 

Wherever you roam, send a postcard home 
to the address at right or email your pics and 

travel adventures to  

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org 

¶ Send a postcard from anywhere you 

travel outside town 

¶ Be a roving reporter, telling us what 

youôve seen and done 

To see your and everybody elseôs postcards 

and pictures, please visit Red the Bearôs  
ñWhere in the World have you beenò online 

blog, at http://www.travelpod.com/members/

reds_adventure 

END SUMMER HUNGER FOOD DRIVE   

 

Redmond Elementary PTSA and Hopelink invites you to help make a difference in 

our community by participating in our Spring Food Drive which will run 

June 1st ï June 17th  

Bring your unopened food items to school and place them in the donation box near 

the office.    

Wondering what to buy?  Below are suggested items: 

GENERAL FOOD ITEMS:  

Peanut Butter 

Canned Fruits/Vegetables 

Hot and Cold Cereal 

Tuna Fish 

Spices and Seasonings 

Salad Dressing/Oil 

WHOLE MEALS:  

Spaghetti-Oôs 

Stews/Soups 

Pork & Beans 

Ramen Noodles 

Macaroni & Cheese 

 

INFANT AND BABY FOODS:  

Baby Formula 

Powdered/Canned Milk 

Jars of Baby Food 

Infant Cereal 

Raisins, Small Boxes 

Diapers 

For more information, contact  

Katie Chilcott at 882-0849 or Suzie Connor at 558-0874  
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Julio de 2009 

Notas de Laura  

Laura English, PTSA President  

¿Está usted también 

sintiendo el mismo jaloneo 

interno que yo? Algunos días ya 

quiero que este año escolar termine 

para no estar apurada con las cosas de 

la escuela.  Al mismo tiempo, quisiera 

que el tiempo  pasara más lentamente. 

Mis hijos están creciendo demasiado 

rápidamente. 

Al término de mi primer término como 

presidente, me doy cuenta de lo 

siguiente: 1) sigo viva, 2) todavía sé en 

dónde están mis hijos (la mayor parte 

del tiempo), y 3) el año pasó sin 

grandes contratiempos, con algunos 

ómomentos de aprendizajeô que ser§n 

aplicados el año próximo.  Me siento 

verdaderamente honrada de compartir 

esta ñcharla mensualò con usted.  La 

he disfrutado enormemente, espero 

continuar haciéndolo el año 

pr·ximoé y ahora puedo agregar 

óescritoraô a mi lista de talentos.  

Los elogios y palabras amables que he 

recibido sobre mis artículos 

(áGracias!) me hacen sentir humilde a 

la vez que orgullosa, pero debo admitir 

que mi editora, Elena Savage, también 

ha sido de gran ayuda en términos de 

frases de transición y orden del 

contenido.  Todos los meses le he 

enviado mi artículo, y ella lo ha 

arreglado.  Creo que hemos hecho un 

buen equipo, y les doy las gracias a 

sus antiguos profesores de inglés ( y a 

los míos también: quisiera poder 

agradecerle a mi profesora de inglés 

del 11o. grado por sus óejercicios de 

escrituraô).  

Ahora bien, podr²a óponerme po®ticaô 

y hacer recuento de cuán maravilloso 

fue este año y lo mucho que disfruté 

de trabajar con todos ustedes, pero 

pienso que eso ya lo saben. Así que, 

¿cómo terminar un año que fue muy 

divertido y a la vez difícil? Me inclino 

a hacerlo con la frase que usaba al 

término de mis exámenes: 

¡WEHOOOOOOOO! 

OKéeso fue un poco inmaduro. 

Probablemente debería terminar con 

algo así: Espero ansiosamente el año 

próximo con nuestra nueva directora, 

nuevas caras en el Consejo Directivo 

de PTSA, caras nuevas y conocidas en 

nuestra fabulosa comunidad escolar, y 

otros diez meses de posibilidades 

infinitas.  

Pero primero me voy a relajar, 

disfrutar del legendario verano del 

Pacífico Noroeste, reconectar con la 

familia en la costa este y de cuando en 

cuando encontrarles en la playa, en la 

biblioteca, en la tiendaéen donde sea, 

excepto Redmond Elementary por 

unos cuantos meses.  Espero que 

permanezcan seguros, que usen filtro 

solar y, lo más importante ¡que se 

diviertan!  
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora  

Janice Heid, Principal 

Como todos ustedes saben, esta es la 

última columna que escribo para el 

Hawk Talk.  Es tiempo de retirarme, y 

aunque sé que es lo correcto ï y estoy 

lista ï lo hago con emociones encon-

tradas.  Contando mis años como estu-

diante, he pasado 57 de mis 62 años en 

la escuela. Trabajar con niños ha sido, 

literalmente, mi vida ï y muchos de 

esos niños y sus familias se han con-

vertido en parte de mi vida. 

En Salt Lake City, Utah, en el año de 

1978, fui profesora de una encantadora 

niña de segundo grado llamada Lind-

say, quien me amó desde el principio. 

Me había tocado enseñar a sus dos 

hermanos, y ella ansiaba también estar 

en la ñclase de Miss Heidò. Se convir-

tió en mi sombra: se empeñaba en que-

darse conmigo en los recreos; me es-

cribía notas, escribía libros que me 

incluían como el carácter principal; su 

familia me invitó a cenar en varias 

ocasiones.  A lo largo de los años, se 

ha mantenido tenazmente en contacto 

y ha compartido su vida conmigo. Esta 

pequeña fue a la Universidad, se casó 

y es ahora la madre de cuatro hijos.  

Gracias a que quise hacer una diferen-

cia en la vida de los niños, esta niña (y 

muchos otros) hizo una diferencia en 

la mía: Me he convertido en una se-

gunda madre para Lindsay y, por lo 

tanto, en una segunda abuela para sus 

hijos. Para Lydia, Katrina, Luke y Pe-

ter yo soy ñGrandma Janiceò, o GJ 

como ellos me dicen.  

He pasado varias Navidades con Lind-

say y mis nietos honorarios, he viajado 

al Lago Powell y me he hospedado en 

su bote; he ido a Disneylandia con 

ellos. A cambio, ellos me han visitado 

muchas veces aquí en Washington.  

Hace 5 años, Lydia, la hija mayor de 

Lindsay, dijo ñMam§, ya quisiera tener 

12 a¶osò. ñàPor qu®?ò pregunt· Lind-

say.  ñPorque es cuando la abuela Jani-

ce se va a retirarò.  Lydia cumple 12 

años este verano, y aunque voy a ex-

trañar mucho mi carrera en la educa-

ción y mi estancia aquí en Redmond 

Elementary,  me entusiasma la pers-

pectiva de pasar más tiempo con Lydia 

y sus hermanos. 

Hace dos semanas, un antiguo estu-

diante mío pasó a saludarme.  Hoy en 

día es un ortodontista, que reciente-

mente vino a establecerse con su fami-

lia en el área. Al ver mi nombre en el 

sitio web del distrito, vino a la escuela 

a decirme lo importante que fui en su 

vida. Aunque nunca me he casado, no 

se puede decir que no tengo hijos.  Mis 

estudiantes han sido en verdad mis 

hijos honorarios, y me siento honrada 

cuando a cambio me escogen para ser 

su amiga, confidente, madre, abuela o 

tía. 

Uno de mis poemas favoritos es ñEl 

constructor de puentesò por Will Allen 

Dromgoole.  El poema habla sobre las 

responsabilidades de cada generación 

para con sus sucesores, y las palabras 

de Dromgoole se han quedado guarda-

das en mi corazón a lo largo de toda 

mi carrera docente. Ha sido una jorna-

da fantástica, y estoy muy agradecida 

de haberla terminado con la maravillo-

sa comunidad de Redmond Elementa-

ry.  Espero haber sido una constructora 

de puentes durante mi tiempo con to-

dos ustedes. ¡Les deseo todo lo mejor! 

 

El constructor de puentes  

Un hombre viejo, en un camino solitario, 
 
Llegó en un frío y gris atardecer, 
 
A un abismo, vasto, hondo y ancho, 
 

A través del cual fluía una corriente  
malhumorada. 
 
El viejo cruzó en la penumbra; 
 
La corriente huraña no le inspiraba miedo; 
 
Pero cuando se hallaba seguro en el otro 

lado, volteó, 
 
Y construyó un puente a través de la  
corriente. 
 
ñOye viejoò, dijo un caminante que  
pasaba, 
 

ñEst§s malgastando tu fuerza al construir 
aquí; 
 
Tu jornada se terminará al final del día; 
 
Nunca vas a volver a pasar por aquí; 
 
Ya cruzaste el abismo, profundo y ancho ï  

 
¿Por qué construyes un puente del otro 
lado?ò 
 
ñPorque me ha de seguir otro d²a, 
 
Un joven, cuyos pies seguirán este camino. 
 
Este abismo, que no ha sido nada para mí, 

 
Para un joven podría ser la caída final. 
 
Él también deberá cruzarlo en la penum-
bra; 
 
Buen amigo, construyo este puente para 
®l.ò 

 
ðWill Allen Dromgoole 

Trabajar con niños ha sido, 

literalmente, mi vida ï  

y muchos de esos niños y sus 

familias se han convertido en 

parte de mi vida .   
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PTSA Dollars At Work  

By Elena Savage 

The PTSA supports a variety of worth-

while activities that play a vital role in 

creating a rich and stimulating learn-

ing environment at Redmond Elemen-

tary School.  Over the 2008-09 school 

year, PTSA has funded assemblies, 

new library books, field trips, art and 

science enrichment programs, Acceler-

ated Reader materials and parties, Pop-

corn Fridays and family activities.   

During the school year, there are also 

events that are fundraising focused, 

and may be PTSA supported, but are 

independent of PTSA fundraisers.  

Usually, these fundraisers are spon-

sored by student groups, and any 

money raised is donated to non-profit 

organizations.  For instance, many of 

you may have contributed towards 

Pennies for Peace in the last few 

months.  Pennies for Peace was a 

fundraiser organized by the Redmond 

Elementary Leadership Group.  The 

money raised went towards the build-

ing of schools in Pakistan and  

Afghanistan.  Last October, students in 

Ms. Moskatôs, Ms. Redmanôs and Ms. 

Burtonôs classes raised money for Uni-

cef.  This month, the PTSA is sponsor-

ing a Food Drive: all food items are 

being collected for Hopelink, a non-

profit organization.   

Sometimes, you might feel as if you 

are constantly being asked for money.  

Please choose wisely, and please know 

that if you choose to give, whenever to 

whomever or in whatever manner, 

your generosity is appreciated by the 

entire community. 

PTSA News  

$2,340 for four Assemblies 

$696.87 for Art Enrichment, including 

Art supplies for the school 

$2,000.00 for 

books for the 

Library 

$1,414.50 for Science Enrichment, 

including Science Fair, Science Lunch 

club, Math program 

$100.00 to 

every teacher 

for Classroom 

Supplies 

$809.15 for Junior and Competitive 

Lego Clubs run in partnership with 

Neighborhood Schoolhouse 

$862.07 for Passport Club 

(Geography program) includes maps, 

stamps, copies, ink 
$285.24 for the Reflections Art  program 
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PTSA News  

Programs, Events and Supplies funded by PTSA dollars  

Below and on the previous page are items that your generous support of the Red-

mond Elementary PTSA allowed us to get and events we were able to sponsor.  

Thank you for a great school year! 

$1,456.54 for 

Lunchroom tables 

$1,937.12 for Family Activities;  

Carnival and two Skate Nights 
$136.66 for Volunteer Recognition 

$350.00 for Salmon egg hatching  

program; the 6th graders release baby 

salmon into Bear Creek in the Spring 

$400.00 for Playground toys including 

basketballs, wall balls, soccer balls, 

dodge balls, and jump ropes 

approximately $2,400.00 for Third 

Grade water safety lessons (see page 

12 for more photos) 

Accelerated Reader Tests:  $500 for 

librarian to purchase AR tests for  

student testing 

Accelerated Reader parties:  $265.81 

for those students who pass their AR 

goal 

Accelerated Reader Quiz list:  $200 

(available at  

http://tinyurl.com/redelARquizlist) 

helps students find AR books 

Bus Transportation for field trips:  

$6,533 

Donuts for Dads/Muffins for Mom (in 

partnership with Neighborhood 

Schoolhouse):  $280 

Emergency Preparedness: $281.36 

Field Trip Scholarship: $126.50 

Graduation Ceremony for 6th grade 

families:  $225 

Hawk Talk Monthly Newsletter:   

$997.52 to keep parents, students and 

community informed about school and 

community events 

Lunch Buddy Grant:  $1,000 donation 

toward the Redmond Elementary 

Lunch Buddy Program 

PeaceBuilder Grant:  $198.58 towards 

supplies for the school PeaceBuilder 

program run by Leslie Fields 

Popcorn supplies: $553.80 

Safety Patrol (student crossing guards) 

year-end celebration: $250 

Teacher/Staff Appreciation: $749.68 
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STAY IN TOUCH OVER THE SUMMER!  

Check out the  PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org  

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more. 

If you think of other information youôd like to see on the site, contact the 

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org. 

PTSA and School Volunteers Celebrated at Luncheon  

In  May, Redmond Elementary teach-

ers and staff  invited parents and com-

munity volunteers to a luncheon buf-

fet.  In addition to the fabulous food 

provided by the teachers and staff, the 

PTSA presented this yearôs Silver 

Hawk, Golden Acorn, and Outstanding 

Educator awards. 

Linda Pangborn was presented the 

Golden Acorn Award for her out-

standing service to Redmond El, the 

community and the PTSA.  Linda  has  

dedicated many hours as the Volunteer 

Coordinator for this yearôs Hawk 

Walk and Run, and she also coordi-

nated Teacher/Staff Appreciation 

Week, School Pictures and Acceler-

ated Reader parties, in addition to 

coaching her three children's sports 

teams and being an involved class-

room parent.  

Cindy Poon, Lisa Lange, Dottie Simp-

son, Angie Christensen and Elaine 

Paul were each awarded Silver Hawk 

Awards for 

their commit-

ment to Red-

mond El and 

the commu-

nity of Red-

mond.  Cindy 

Poon chaired 

this yearôs 

Science Fair  as well as volunteering 

in her daughter Sydneeôs classroom.  

Lisa Lange organized Skate Nights 

and the Hawk Wear sales.  Dottie 

Simpson  has been an invaluable 

helper in the 1st grade classrooms, and 

Elaine Paul, as Fundraiser Chair, or-

ganized Pass the Hat, eScrip and Pace, 

among other events.  Angie Christen-

sen was instrumental in bringing the 

Chess Club to Redmond Elementary, 

and as chair of Art Enrichment, she 

has brought events such as One World 

Taiko to Redmond El.   

In addition to committing time and 

energy to PTSA and school activities, 

the awardees also find time to coach 

their children'sô sports teams, serve as 

board members and volunteers for 

their other childrensô schools, run 

small businesses that donate time, 

money and materials to non-profit or-

ganizations, all while making sure 

there is food in the fridge and home-

work is done on time. 

PTSA News  

Right, attendees 

clap for  award 

winners.   

Above, Mette Clark calls Lisa Lange 

forward to receive a Silver Hawk Award 

Receipients of the Silver Hawk award 

receive a certificate and a book is do-

nated to the Redmond El Library in 

their name by the PTSA. 

Ms Heid was awarded the Outstanding 

Educator Award for her service to 

Redmond El and its community over 

the last three years.    

The PTSA wishes to thank the teach-

ers and staff for a fabulous luncheon 

and congratulations to all of our amaz-

ing volunteers! 

Mette Clark looks on as Elizabeth  

Hansford present Angie Christensen 

with a Silver Hawk Award 

Fun Fact:  Some people believe that 

our seasons are caused by the Earthôs 
changing distance from the Sun. In re-
ality, it is due to the 23-degree tilt of the 
Earthôs axis that the Sun appears above 
the horizon for different lengths of time 
at different seasons. 

Alina Mars presents Cindy Poon with a 

Silver Hawk Award 
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Enrichment  

3rd Graders Splash Into Swimming  

By Lisa Lanfe and Elena Savage 

For two weeks in May, the Redmond 

El third graders took swimming les-

sons at Hartman Pool just up the hill 

from Redmond Elementary.  The event 

was a great success.  Ms. Davis se-

cured transportation via bus early on in 

the year, and 

Hartman  Pool 

employees 

were very ea-

ger to teach our 

students and 

helpful in orga-

nizing the 

event. 

After arriving 

at Hartman 

Pool and 

changing into swimsuits, 61 students 

from Ms. Burtonôs, Ms. Grossôs and 

Ms. Heitlaufôs classrooms were al-

lowed about a half hour of free swim, 

and then they divided into groups 

ranging from Beginner to Advanced, 

depending on their ability, and took 

group swim lessons for another half 

hour.  All students were very enthusi-

astic and well-behaved, and all partici-

pants improved their swimming abili-

ties a great deal within the two week 

block of lessons.   

A special thanks to Ms. Davis, who 

organized transportation, Melissa at 

Hartman Pool, and all the parent and 

teacher volunteers who encouraged 

speed and efficiency in the locker 

rooms (see last page).   

Students socialize dur-

ing free swim 

Left, Anthony Black, plays basketball 

with friends. Right, Grace Steele takes a 

turn with the ball.  Below, Mia Kirsch 

gives her friends a ride .  

Above, free swim; below, students  

practice in their group class 

Third graders play during free swim 

Ellianna Stackpole sur-

faces during free swim 

Students also practiced water safety 

Advanced students 

were allowed to 

use the diving 

board 
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Enrichment  

Redmond El Egg Drop Brings out Engineers  

the egg survived. The greatest engi-

neering marvel was the balsa wood 

tetrahedron with the egg suspended in 

the middle.  

At the conclusion of the festivities, the 

firefighters raised the platform a full 

100 feet above the ground to give five 

finalists a chance for fame.   All but 

one of these contraptions was success-

ful in protecting eggs from this dizzy-

ing height.  The 100 foot finalists in-

cluded: 

¶ 5th Grader Karlie Chilcottôs Easter 
basket hanging from a parachute 

(Continued from page 1) ¶ 5th Grader Alyssa Clarkeôs paper 
mache egg (neither egg survived) 

¶ 4th Grader Hanna Rickmanôs  

tetrahedron 

¶ 2nd Grader Nathan Chilcottôs lunar 

lander  

¶ Kindergartner Betsy Zalinskiôs 
heart on a string 

Congratulations to the students are for 

all the effort they put into these con-

traptions. We have many budding sci-

entists and engineers represented at 

Redmond El, and we canôt wait to see 

what they come up with next year! 

Ladder at 50 feet. 

Ladder at 100 feet. 
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Enrichment  

Thank you to our PTSA volunteers 

who made the egg drop possible: 

Andrew and Mette Clarke, Veena 

Goli, Elizabeth Hansford, Steve 

Hitch, Janitzia Pizarro, Bob and 

Tina Pringle, Elena Savage, and 

Jerry Smith. And thanks to student 

Ben Hansford for lending a hand. 

Thank you to the Redmond Fire 

Department and especially to James 

Elerick, Mark Mullins, and Richard 

LaBary, who brought an amazing 

level of showmanship to this event. 

They took the natural excitement of 

having a fire truck on the play-

ground and raised it a level with a 

thrilling performance. 

Eggstraordinary Contraptions  

Best Splat  

Kyle Villesvik 

Anahi Arion & Sean Tan 

Allison & Melissa Friefeld 

Best Protection  

Zachary Moore 

Most Artistic  

Alyssa Clarke 

Betzy Zalinski 

Best Parachute  

Karlie Chilcott 

Nathan Chilcott 

Best Engineered  

Hanna Rickman 

Most Creative  

Ryan Saathoff 

Redmond El Egg Drop Brings out Engineers  


