
Notes from Laura 

Laura English, PTSA President  

(en Español en la página 8) 

I participated in my firstðand lastð

science fair when I was in sixth grade.  

My dad, the Navy Captain, was at sea, 

and my mom had to manage three kids 

on her own.  As the librarian, she did 

not feel exactly equipped to be my 

science fair coach.  However, since my 

two older brothers were super keen on 

math and science (my eldest brother in 

particular is a serious brainiac: he was 

a nuclear submariner in the Navy and 

holds two patents to his name), she 

called on them to help me.   

My brothers wereðand areðgood 

brothers.  They definitely ñhelped.ò  

They began by choosing the topic I 

would explore: electricity.  Then they 

did the research for me.  After that, 

they built a device to measure 

electrical conductivity.  Iôm sure I was 

involved.  Iôm sure of it!  I just canôt 

(continued on page 2) 
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Samiha Hirsi and Jimmy Yepez, 4th graders in Mr. Allenôs class, investigate the  

experiments brought by the Pacific Science Center Mobile.    

Have you been working hard on your 

Science Fair project?  Would you like 

to know how your project will be 

judged?  The following are some ques-

tions about your project that you might 

want to ask yourself. 

1. Title & Subject: Is your title rele-

vant to project?   Is the subject original 

and unique? 

2. Research and Background Infor-

mation: Do you show thorough re-

search?  Are you familiar with the 

topic?  Is the problem, investigative 

question or purpose clearly stated? 

3. Hypothesis : Do you have a clearly 

stated prediction?  To what degree is 

your prediction testable? 

4. Procedure:  Do you have a well-

written explanation?  Are variables 

and controls clearly identified?  Is the 

data collection process thorough?  For 

example: what is the number of your 

trials?  What is the quality of your 

data? 

5. Results, Analysis and Conclusion: 

Do they seem reasonable and well pre-

sented?  Is your data presented with 

clear and appropriate visual aids such 

as tables, charts and graphs?   Have 

you given support for or against your 

hypothesis?  How well have the possi-

ble errors been analyzed?  Is the result 

and conclusion well interpreted? 

6. Quality of Display:  Is your project 

neat, creative, well constructed and 

organized? 

If you have any question regarding 

Science Fair, please contact Cindy 

Poon at csypoon@hotmail.com 

Science Fair Guidelines 

By Cindy Poon 

mailto:csypoon@hotmail.com
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remember doingéanything, really, 

except handing over ñoperationsò to 

them.  I do remember my brothers 

having to teach me what my science 

project was about. 

I won First Place at the school fair.  I 

was also sent to the state science fair, 

where I won an Honorable Mention 

and a $50 savings bond.  Boy, that was 

so cool to get recognizedé 

Deep down inside, I felt like a farce.   I 

knew that what I was doingðwhat I 

let my brothers doðwasnôt entirely 

right.  To this day, the entire 

experience makes me uncomfortable.   

The good news is, I learned lessons I 

carry with me to this day, even though 

I didnôt realize some of those lessons 

until I became a parent myself.  For 

starters, we parents do the best we can 

with the resources we have.  I know, in 

my heart, that all of us back thenðme, 

(continued from page 1) my mom and even my brothers--did 

the best we could with the resources 

we had at the time.  My mother didnôt 

have the bandwidth to mentor me on a 

science fair project, and my brothers 

were probably so happy to have a 

legitimate reason for using their 

soldering iron and cathode ray tubes, 

they didnôt think too hard about what a 

sixth grader can actually do.  Besides, 

how many  10th and 12th grade boys 

have the skills to know what a sixth 

grader is actually capable of?  We did 

the best we could, with what we had, 

during that time.   

Second, science fair projects should 

really be done by the student in 

whatever capacity and interest they 

have.  Really.  Adultsðand older 

siblingsðshould only provide 

guidance.  As a parentðor older 

brotherðit is difficult to not help our 

kids make their projects look 

ñprofessional,ò or find a more 

Notes from Laura 

ñinteresting/complicatedò project.  But 

at the end of the day, itôs not your 

lesson.  Itôs your childôs, and you, by 

allowing them to run their own 

project, build their confidence and 

feed their curiosity.  As a parent, I am 

constantly challenged to find the right 

balance of guiding, but not actually 

doing, of encouraging, but not exactly 

berating, if my childôs project is a little 

sloppy, or not exactly ñright.ò  I am 

continually searching for that ñsweet 

spotò between distinguishing what a 

1st and 3rd grader are capable of and 

what I know would rock everyoneôs 

socks off.   

Support is awesome, but I encourage 

you to let your child be the lead.  

Finally?  Winningðor even being 

recognized--when you know that you 

didnôt do the project, doesnôt feel 

righté.and it sticks with you. 

Membership Report  
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair 

Members as of 02/06/09: 257 
Membership Goal: 250 members 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA 

Unit 2.8.46  

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us  
President: Laura English 

Executive VP: Koquisa Taylor 
Newsletter Editors: Elena Savage & 

Elizabeth Hansford 
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.702.3419 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer 

Bank Balance as of 02/01/09 ........... $18,646.78  

Bank Balance as of 03/01/09 ........... $21,463.43 

Income: February YTD 

Fundraising Income* $520.13 $10,077.48 

Membership Dues** $10.00 $2,444.00 

Pass The Hat $0.00 $8,873.00 

Corporate Matching $4,465.59 $11,081.59 

Hawk Walk $0.00 $0.00 

Miscellaneous Income $662.84 $2,737.73 

Total $5,658.56 $35,213.80 

Expenses: February YTD 

Communications $136.00 $715.02 

Community Services $0.00 $1393.12 

Community Service Grants $0.00 $1,029.03 

Enrichment $1,587.32 $20,854.32 

School Services $286.83 $5,104.04 

School Services Grants $351.80 $2,745.90 

Fundraising Expenses* $459.86 $5,477.91 

Cost of Business** $20.10 $2,870.90 

Total $2,841.91 $40,190.74 
 

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due 

catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national 

PTAs for individual membership fees.  
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(en Español en la página 9) 

When I began teaching in 1970, there 

were no state standards or tests and 

little accountability.  That has changed 

over the years, and I think it has made 

all of us better educators by being held 

accountable for the learning of our 

students.   

Over the last thirty years, Washing-

tonðand most of the other states in the 

United Statesðhave developed grade 

level standards for every subject.  In 

our state, the WASL is the current 

method of testing students on those 

standards.  However, with a new Su-

perintendent of Instruction in Olympia, 

it looks as if the WASL itself is in for a 

change.  Reports have circulated that, 

perhaps, there will be no standardized 

testing of any kind.  But with the ñNo 

Child Left Behindò legislation at the 

national level, every state, including 

Washington, must have a standardized 

test to make sure students are reaching 

and/or exceeding the standards.   

The way in which students are graded 

has also changed since I began teach-

ing, and even more so since many of 

us adults were in school.  Students 

used to receive letter grades based on a 

ñbell scaleò with the distribution of 

grades based on the A-F range. Fol-

lowing this ñbell scaleò,  in each class 

there was a low number of Fôs, a few 

ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Janice Heid, Principal 

more Dôs, an incredibly high number 

of Côs, a lower number of Bôs and 

even fewer Aôs.   

In the last decade, grading practices 

have evolved across the United States.  

Educators and parents have pushed for 

a movement away from the bell curve 

and towards a standards-based grading 

system where high standards are set for 

all students.  The goal is to get every 

child to meet or exceed the standard.  

Grading is based on the numbers 1-4, 

so that one (1) = not at standard, two 

(2) = approaching standard, three (3) = 

at standard and four (4) = exceeds stan-

dard.   When you receive your childôs 

report card this month, the numbers 1-

4 will indicate how your child is doing 

compared to the standard.  

In the sample report for science below, 

the student was approaching standard in 

November and is now at standard in 

March.  Notice there is a place for the 

teacher to put a list of the project/units 

completed so far this year, if applicable.  

 As a district, Lake Washington has 

continued to develop better and more 

efficient methods of reporting grades.  

This year will be the last year of parent 

teacher conferences held in November 

and March.  As of Fall 2009, confer-

ences will be in October and January/

February, with no optional confer-

ences.  Teachers will set goals with 

parents and students  at the beginning 

of the school year, in October, and 

follow up on those goals at the Janu-

ary/February conference.   Report 

Cards will be given in January to re-

flect achievement of goals, and again 

at June.  This schedule will be fol-

lowed throughout Lake Washington 

School Districtôs elementary schools.   

While there are many things that we as 

educators can control, like the quality 

of teaching, time spent on tasks, strate-

gies used, and the development of 

strong relationships with students, 

there are still many things we cannot 

control.  Poverty, ESL students, parent 

involvement, and students living in 

turmoil such as domestic violence all 

contribute to a studentôs individual 

achievements, or lack of them.  The 

school district and our specific school 

is committed to providing programs 

that meet the needs of all students.  

We know that education makes the 

greatest difference in long term quality 

of life and personal success, and we 

are committed to doing all we can to 

help all our students succeed. 

Science 

Students build their understanding of science through investigation, supportive scientific information, and evidence. Topics of study include 
aspects of the following: earth science, life science, and physical science. 

Demonstrated understanding of concepts and skills:   

 

Projects/Units Completed 

Grading Period 1st 2nd 3rd 

  2 3   

As of Fall 2009, conferences 

will be in October and  

January/February, with no  

optional conferences  
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DID YOU KNOW?  

Everyone  is welcome to attend the 

PTSA Board meetings! 

Meetings are held monthly - the 3rd 

Thursday of the month from 7 -9pm. 

Come to listen, come to learn, or come 

to contribute. 

2008-2009 Board Meeting Dates  

April 16, May 14 

For more information email 

info@redmondelptsa.org  

HawkTalk Focus: Wendy Conover 

As part of an ongoing effort to intro-

duce our hard-working Redmond El 

staff members to you, this month the 

HawkTalk focuses on Wendy Cono-

ver, one of our tireless Instructional 

Assistants.  Wendy has a history with 

Redmond El that goes back genera-

tions: her great-grandfather donated 

the land that Redmond El is built on!   

Name: Wendy Conover  

Length of time at Redmond El: I 

was a substitute Instructional Assistant 

in the district for 3 years.   In 1995, I 

decided that Redmond El would be the 

perfect fit for me.   

Hometown or Place of Birth: I was 

born in the Kirkland Hospital (Evergreen 

Hospital wasnôt built yet), where the 

Heathman Hotel is now. I lived in Red-

mond, in a log cabin on Education Hill 

for the first 5 years of my life. I went to 

Kindergarten at the Old Redmond 

School. We then moved to Rose Hill.  

Family:  I married my high School 

sweetheart, Steve, 34 years ago. We 

have two sons. Jason is our oldest. He 

is married to his high School sweet-

heart, Johannah. They have two girls 

and a baby boy. Josh is my second 

son. He is married to Tara. They live 

in Texas with their 4 Chihuahuas.  

Education: I worked for an interna-

tional company in Bellevue right out 

of high School. They paid for all of 

my extended education classes. I 

worked for them for 7 years.  

Hobbies: Antiquing, garage sales and 

history  

Favorite Foods: Mexican food and 

Seafood.  

Favorite school memory: Being a 

school patrol officer  

What do you like about Redmond El 

the most: Itôs History! My great-

grandfather ,William Perrigo, donated 

the land that the school sits on. He also 

was a major contributor to the devel-

opment of Redmond. As my great-

grandfather made a difference in Red-

mond, I hope Iôm doing the same by 

working at Redmond El today! 

Itôs never too late to  

JOIN PTSA 

And get your own copy of the Stu-

dent Directory, a must-have for every 

household.  

membership@redmondelptsa.org 

www.redmondelptsa.org 

Get ReadyéGet Seté.READ! 

Time to clean off your bookshelves, clean out your closets and help your student 
win a pizza party for his/her class!!   

The annual Redmond Elementary Used 

Book Fair is almost here, and starting 

Monday, March 9th, the PTSA will be 

collecting donations of gently used 

kids' and adults' books, DVDs, videos, 

video games, board games and puzzles 

(with all pieces).  We'd also like 

any Redmond El t-shirts, sweatshirts, 

general Hawk Apparel, etc. 

The class who brings in the most 

books by 9:00 a.m., Friday, March 

13th, will win a pizza party! 

We will continue to collect donations 

right up till Monday 16th, but they 

have to be in by Friday, March 13th to 

count towards the pizza party. 

Prices will  be as follows: 

Kids books: 25 cents 

Adult books: 50 cents 

DVDs, videos, games: $1.00 

Redmond El T-shirts : 50 cents 

The Used Book Fair will take place in 

the cafeteria, and hours are below.  

Monday,  

16th March  

9:00 a.m. ï 12 noon  : Redmond El classes only; each class will visit. 

Each student will receive two free books. 

Noon ï 5:00pm  : Open to the Public 

Tuesday,  

17th March  

8:30am - 12 noon  : Open only to Redmond El students and families 

Noon ï 7:00pm  : Open to the public 

Hours for the Redmond El Used Book Fair  
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McDonaldõs  

Students of the Month 

Congratulations to the following 

students who have been selected as 

McDonaldôs Students of the Month for 

February. These awards are given for 

Academic Excellence and being an 

example of the life skills of respect, 

courtesy, friendship, and courage.  

Kindergarten:  Joey Kang 

First:   Alex Hansen 

Second:  Milan Tullock 

Third :  Elvia Marquez   

Fourth:  Montayas Taylor  

Fifth :  Cassander Gallegos               

Sixth:  Aine Fuhrman 

Redmond Elõs  

February Peacebuilders 

The following students are recognized 

for being examples of good Peace-

builders for their peers. 

Kinder garten, 1st and 1/2:  

Isabelle Garcia, Miguel Arjon Ramirez,  

Faraz Qureshi, Kyra Kiedrowski,  

Claire Wang 

2nd, 3rd,  3/4 and 4th:   

Adrian Monterrubio, Mia Kirsch,  

Blakely McDaniel, Lilly Cao, Eduardo 

Cruz-Apantipan, Andrew Conner 

5th, 5/6 and 6th:  Shaan  Shridhar, 

Gavin Forstrom, Wyatt Sailors,  

Debbie Kongsomboot 

TAKE A LOOK!  

Check out the  PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org  

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more. 

If you think of other information youôd like to see on the site, contact the 

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org. 

Where in the World Can I Findé.. 

By Laura English and Elena Savage 

So your student came home babbling 

about an assembly.  Something to do 

with birds or drums.  You couldnôt 

understand his excited high-pitched 

squeal, and he doesnôt really have a 

clue, anyway.  Where can you find out 

what heôs talking about?  Or your 

daughter demands that you make your 

special brownies for the bake sale 

thatôs going to take place after some 

concert on some day at some 

timeé.sheôs not really sure, but itôs 

coming up.  Soon!  How do you find 

out when the bake sale is really going 

to be and who to send the brownies to?  

Or your mother-in-law is in town for 

three months and you need to find her 

something to do so sheôs not following 

you around all the time.  Where in the 

world can you find volunteer forms so 

you can sign her up for everything 

under the sun?   

Redmond El has several methods of 

disseminating informationémany of 

them cheap, easily accessible and en-

vironmentally friendly.   

Beginning this year, the Redmond El 

PTSA, in conjunction with the staff and 

teachers at Redmond El, has committed 

to both cutting costs and decreasing the 

amount of waste we produce by reduc-

ing paper as much as possible.  In doing 

this, we call upon our school commu-

nity to take the responsibility of know-

ing where the information is and re-

sponding accordingly if need be.  Tak-

ing away the paper can make it more 

difficult to know what information 

needs to be turned in or dates of events, 

but we are committed to our goal, and 

we need you to help us achieve it.  

Please be aware of what information is 

out there, and please act on the informa-

tion as best you can. 

The following ñreading materialsò are 

provided to you on a regular basis: 

Online  

The school and PTSA websites are 

robust resources for our school com-

munity.  Either or both provide the 

school calendar, archived weekly 

emails and detailed descriptions of all 

the school and PTSA activities.  The 

PTSA website is at 

www.redmondelptsa.org, and you will 

find a link to our schoolôs new website 

at www.lwsd.org/redmond. 

Kidzemail  

If you have signed up for our weekly 

emails, you will have easy access to 

lists of activities and events at the 

school, a calendar of future events and 

other community-wide information.  

Forms and sign-up sheets for individ-

ual activities as well as volunteer posi-

tions are also found here.  If you have 

chosen to receive this email format, 

you will not receive any paper ver-

sions of sign-up sheets, volunteer op-

portunities or reminders about events.  

It is your responsibility to read Kidze-

mail in full and find the information or 

forms that you need. 

Kidz Mail  

This is a one page double-sided docu-

ment based on Kidzemail.  It only 

highlights activities and events.  If 

there are volunteer opportunities or 

other sign-up options for that week, a 

generic form will be put on the back 

side of the document.  Please send this 

generic form in if you are interested in 

either volunteering or signing up for 

activities or events.  This generic form 

is the only paper version you will re-

ceive if you signed up for this option.   

Monthly Newsletter  

The Hawk Talk (what you are reading 

now) is a great way to get deeper in-

formation about what is going on in 

the school.  It also provides a calendar 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Pennies for Peace is a program of Cen-

tral Asia Institute (CAI), founded by 

Greg Mortenson ï author of the #1 

New York Times best seller, Three 

Cups of Tea. CAI is a registered 501

(c)3 nonprofit organization that pro-

motes and provides community-based 

education and literacy programs, espe-

cially for girls, in remote mountain 

regions of Central Asia. Founded in 

1996, CAI has built, to date, nearly 

100 schools in Afghanistan and Paki-

stan, which serve more than 28,000 

students ï over 14,000 of whom are 

girls. 

How can a penny bring peace? It does-

nôt buy much in our community. How-

ever, in the villages of Pakistan and 

Afghanistan, a penny can buy a pencil, 

start an education, and transform a life. 

In a region where terrorist organiza-

tions recruit uneducated, illiterate chil-

dren, that pencil can empower a child 

to read, write, and learn. The Pennies 

for Peace program goal is to encourage 

our students, who are ultimately our 

future leaders, to learn the value of 

philanthropy by collecting pennies for 

global peace.  

Our students will join tens of thou-

sands of students around the world 

who are participating in the Pennies 

for Peace program and who are work-

ing together to become members of a 

global family dedicated to peace. 

If you have any questions about our 

Pennies for Peace campaign, please 

feel free to contact Leslie Fields, 

Counselor at 425 702-3419.  The 

Leadership Team includes Kyra Bliss, 

Julia Rettig, Grace Mahan, Braydon 

Walker, Mahre Connor, Nikki Dees, 

Savanna Hewitt, Sharada Tangirala, 

Danuta Egle, Dorian Graylee and Ben 

Hansford. 

Pennies For Peace 

By Leslie Fields, Counselor. 

Third and Fourth graders Perform òAmericans Alló  

by Elena Savage 

Students of Ms. Gross, Ms. Heitlauf, 

Ms. Burton, Ms. Strong and Mr. Allen 

performed songs about the many dif-

ferent cultures within America on 

Thursday, February 26, 2009.  Ms. 

Grossôs and Ms. Heitlaufôs students 

sang covered Native American, Ger-

man, Irish and Caribbean traditions.  

Students in Ms. Heitlaufôs and Ms. 

Grossôs classrooms dance to ñConga 

Beatò 

Trevor Lange reveals 

the next destination to 

the audience.   

Students in Mr. Allenôs  

and Ms. Strongôs classes 

proclaim they are ñThe Kids 

of the U.S.A.ò 

Students in Ms. Burtonôs 3/4 Quest class  

Oliver Ruo, a student in Mr. 

Allenôs class, played the 

glockenspiel with   

Michelle Ang (not shown) 

Mr. Allenôs, Ms. Strongôs, and Ms.  

Burtonôs students performed songs of 

South African, Isreali and Korean ori-

gin.  The students as a whole sang 

three pieces relating to the theme 

ñAmericans All,ò and they appeared to 

particularly enjoyed performing the 

song, ñThe Kids of the U.S.A.ò 
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Devin English, flanked by friends Katie 

Pangborn and Keenan Spencer, has 

made over 100 cranes so far 

Taylor  Lee 

Blaise Coleman made a giant crane 

Third Graders Forge Connection Between Art and Literature 

By Elena Savage 

Students in Ms. Grossôs and Ms. Heit-

laufôs classrooms have been  working 

hard over the last few weeks to make a 

total of 1,000 cranes.  It is a project 

completed every year by the third 

grade classes, and although some stu-

dents find it difficult to get the hang or 

origami at the start, they are usually 

very proud of seeing their completed 

work.   

For the last three years, the third grade 

teachers read aloud the historical fic-

tion book Sadako and the Thousand 

Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr, which 

accounts the true story of a young girl, 

Sadako, who lived in Japan toward the 

end of WWII.  After Sadako becomes 

ill with leukemia from radiation, she 

hears that if she makes one thousand 

paper cranes, her wish to become 

healthy again would come true.  She 

dies before completing one thousand 

cranes, but her friends complete the 

project for her, and she becoes a hero-

ine to the children of Japan.   

The crane project allows the third 

graders to form a connection between 

art and literature.  An understanding of 

fractions and geometry help students 

appreciate the new skill of origami.   

Once the third graders have completed 

one thousand cranes, they will string 

them together to make long chains, 

which will be displayed along the B 

wing hallway.  The cranes will also be 

auctioned off at the third grade end-of-

year auction.   

Jaden Pacheco likes the crane project 

Joseline Mejia starts a crane 

Renee Wang concentrates on her folds 

Crane Close-up 

Caleb Forstrom 
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Marzo de 2009 

Notas de Laura 

Laura English, PTSA President  

Participé en mi primera ï y 

última  -- Feria de Ciencias cuando 

cursaba el sexto grado.  Mi papa, el 

Capitán Naval, se encontraba en 

altamar, y mi mama tenía que 

arreglárselas sola con sus tres hijos. 

Siendo bibliotecaria, no se sentía 

particularmente preparada para 

ayudarme con mi proyecto de ciencias.  

Sin embargo, como a mis dos 

hermanos mayores les encantaban las 

ciencias y las matemáticas (el mayor 

en particular es un ócerebritoô: 

trabajaba en un submarino nuclear en 

la Marina y tiene dos patentes a su 

nombre), mi mamá los puso a 

ayudarme. 

Mis hermanos eran ï y son ï buenos 

hermanos.  Y vaya que óayudaronô.  

Comenzaron por escoger el tópico a 

explorar: electricidad.  Luego, hicieron 

la mayoría de la investigación por mí. 

Después, construyeron un dispositivo 

para medir la conductividad eléctrica.  

¡Estoy segura de haber colaborado en 

algo, en serio que sí! Es sólo que no 

me acuerdo de haber hechoé pues 

nada en realidad, salvo dejarles toda la 

operación a ellos. De lo que sí me 

acuerdo es que mis hermanos me 

tuvieron que enseñar de qué se trataba 

mi proyecto de ciencias. 

Y qué creen, gané el Primer Lugar en 

la Feria de Ciencias de la escuela. 

También me mandaron a la Feria 

Estatal de Ciencias, en donde gané una 

Mención Honorífica y un Bono de 

Ahorro por $50. Caray, se sintió tan 

bien tener el reconocimientoé. 

Pero en el fondo, me sentí como una 

farsante.  Sabía que lo que estaba 

haciendo ï lo que dejé hacer a mis 

hermanos ï no estaba muy bien que 

digamos.  Hasta la fecha, todo este 

asunto me hace sentir incómoda. 

Lo bueno es que aprendí varias 

lecciones que me acompañan hasta 

ahora, aunque no me di cuenta de 

algunas de ellas sino hasta que me 

convertí en madre.  Para empezar,  

nosotros los padres hacemos lo mejor 

que podemos con los recursos que 

tenemos.  Yo sé que en aquellos 

tiempos todos nosotros ï mi madre, 

mis hermanos y yo ï hicimos lo mejor 

posible con los recursos a nuestro 

alcance.  Mi mamá no tenía el alcance 

suficiente para guiarme en la 

elaboración de un proyecto de 

ciencias, y mis hermanos fueron más 

que felices de tener un pretexto 

legítimo para usar su soldadora y sus 

tubos de rayos catódicos, y no se les 

ocurrió pensar en algo más adecuado 

para una estudiante de sexto grado. 

Después de todo, ¿cuántos muchachos 

de secundaria tienen la capacidad de 

determinar acertadamente las 

habilidades científicas de una 

estudiante de primaria? Hicimos lo 

mejor que pudimos, en aquel tiempo.  

Mi segunda lección fue que los 

proyectos de ciencias deberían ser 

hechos por el estudiante, haciendo uso 

de sus propias capacidades e intereses. 

En serio. Los adultos ï y los hermanos 

mayores ï deberían guiar solamente.  

Como padres ï o hermanos mayores ï 

es difícil no ayudar a nuestros hijos 

para que sus proyectos luzcan más 

óprofesionalesô, o encontrarles un 

proyecto m§s óinteresante/

complicadoô.  Pero al final de cuentas, 

no es nuestro proyecto.  Es de ellos, y 

nosotros, al dejarlos hacerse cargo, 

construimos su confianza en sí mismos 

y alimentamos su curiosidad.  Como 

madre,  constantemente tengo el reto 

de encontrar el balance adecuado de 

guiar sin hacer, de alentar sin criticar, 

si el proyecto de mi hijo está un poco 

mal hecho, o no tan perfecto como yo 

quisiera. Estoy continuamente a la 

b¼squeda del ójusto medioô entre 

reconocer lo que un estudiante de 1er 

grado y uno de 3er grado son capaces 

de hacer, y lo que yo sé que 

impresionaría a todo mundo.  

Está muy bien apoyarlos, pero yo le 

conmino a que deje a su hijo ser el 

líder. 

Al final de cuentas, ganar ï o ser 

reconocido ï cuando sabes que tú no 

hiciste el trabajo, no causa 

satisfacci·né y eso se queda contigo.  
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora 

Janice Heid, Principal 

Cuando comencé a trabajar en la ense-

¶anza en los 70ôs, no exist²an est§nda-

res o exámenes y había muy poca su-

pervisión. Esta situación ha cambiado 

a lo largo de los años, y creo que esto 

nos ha hecho mejores educadores al 

hacernos responsables por el aprendi-

zaje de nuestros estudiantes.  

En los últimos 30 años, Washington ï 

así como muchos de los demás estados 

en los Estados Unidos ï ha desarrollado 

estándares por materia para cada grado 

escolar. En nuestro estado, el examen 

WASL es el método actual para medir 

el desempeño de los estudiantes en di-

chos estándares. Sin embargo, con un 

nuevo Superintendente de Instrucción 

en Olympia, parece ser que el WASL 

podría sufrir cambios.   Han circulado 

reportes de que probablemente ya no 

habrá exámenes estandarizados de 

ningún tipo. Pero, de acuerdo con la 

legislaci·n de ñNo Child Left Behindò a 

nivel nacional, todos los estados, inclu-

yendo Washington, deben tener exáme-

nes estandarizados a fin de asegurarse 

de que los estudiantes están alcanzando 

o excediendo los estándares. 

La manera en que los estudiantes son 

calificados también ha cambiado desde 

que comencé a trabajar como profeso-

ra, y aún más desde que nosotros los 

adultos estuvimos en la escuela.  En 

aquellos tiempos los estudiantes solían 

recibir calificaciones alfanuméricas 

basadas en una curva de campana, la 

de 2009, las conferencias serán en oc-

tubre y en enero/febrero, y no serán 

opcionales.  Los profesores estable-

cerán metas con padres y estudiantes 

al comienzo del año escolar, en octu-

bre, y darán seguimiento a dichas me-

tas en la conferencia de enero/febrero.  

Los reportes serán entregados en ene-

ro, y reflejarán los logros respecto a 

dichas metas, y una vez más en junio.  

Esta agenda se seguirá en todas las 

escuelas primarias del distrito.  

Aunque hay muchas cosas que los 

educadores podemos controlar, como 

la calidad de la enseñanza, el tiempo 

empleado en las actividades, las estra-

tegias a usar, y el desarrollo de buenas 

relaciones con los estudiantes, hay 

muchas otras cosas que no podemos 

controlar.  La pobreza, el número de 

estudiantes de inglés como segunda 

lengua, el involucramiento paterno, y 

los estudiantes que viven en situacio-

nes difíciles tales como violencia 

doméstica, todo ello determina el des-

empeño académico y los logros ï o 

falta de ellos ï de cada estudiante.  

Tanto el distrito escolar y como nues-

tra escuela estamos comprometidos a 

proporcionar programas que atiendan 

las necesidades de todos nuestros estu-

diantes.  Sabemos que la educación 

hace la mayor diferencia en la calidad 

de vida y el éxito personal a largo pla-

zo, y estamos comprometidos a hacer 

todo lo posible para ayudar a todos 

nuestros estudiantes a lograrlo.  

distribución de calificaciones típica-

mente incluía un bajo número de Fs, 

unas cuantas Ds, un gran número de 

Cs, no muchas Bs y aún menos As.  

En la última década,  las prácticas de 

asignación de calificaciones han evo-

lucionado en este país. Tanto educado-

res como padres han presionado para 

dejar atrás el modelo de la curva de 

campana y hacia un sistema de califi-

caciones basado en estándares en el 

cual se definen altos estándares para 

los estudiantes.  La meta es lograr que 

todos los estudiantes cumplan o exce-

dan el estándar. Las calificaciones son 

numéricas del 1-4, siendo (1)=Debajo 

del estándar, (2)=Aproximándose al 

estándar, (3)= Estándar y (4)= Excede 

el estándar.  Cuando reciba el reporte 

de su hijo este mes, los números del 

uno al cuatro reflejan cómo va su hijo 

en comparación al estándar. 

En el ejemplo siguiente de un reporte 

de ciencia, el estudiante se aproxima al 

estándar en Noviembre, y ahora en 

Marzo se encuentra a estándar.  Note 

que hay un espacio para que el profe-

sor agregue una lista de los proyectos 

o unidades terminados hasta la fecha. 

Como distrito, Lake Washington ha 

continuado el desarrollo de mejores y 

más eficientes métodos de califica-

ción.  Este año es el último con confe-

rencias de padre-profesor en noviem-

bre y marzo.  Comenzando en el otoño 

Science 

Students build their understanding of science through investigation, supportive scientific information, and evidence. Topics of study include 
aspects of the following: earth science, life science, and physical science. 

Demonstrated understanding of concepts and skills:   

 

Projects/Units Completed 

Grading Period 1st 2nd 3rd 

  2 3   
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PTSA News 

March Concert 

Schedule  

Wednesday March 18th: Orchestra, 

7:00pm at Redmond Junior High 

(Questions?  Contact Nancy McKay, 

nmckay@lwsd.org) 

Thursday March 26th: Intermediate 

Choir, 4:00pm at Redmond El (contact 

is Chris Stagg, cstagg@lwsd.org) 

Thursday March 26th: Advanced 

Band, 7:00pm at Redmond Junior 

High (6th grade only; contact Laurie 

Anderer, landerer@lwsd.org) 

New Educational Bills Brought Forward 

Reworded by Elena Savage, from a message sent to the  PTSA by Lisa Mcfarlane, League of Education Voters 

Senate and House education leaders 

have hit the ñreset buttonò by killing 

House Bill 1410 and Senate Bill 

5444ðboth bills relating to creating a 

comprehensive system of public edu-

cation programs, finance and account-

ability, otherwise known as the Basic 

Education Finance Task Force and 

Full Funding Coalition billsðand 

opted for a fresh start. 

Senator Eric Oemig and Representa-

tive Pat Sullivan have sponsored new 

legislation, Senate Bill 6048 and 

House Bill 2261, which have been 

drafted as ñintent onlyò bills.  SB 6048 

and HB 2261 declare the Legislatureôs 

intent to revise the definition of basic 

education and develop the plan to fully 

fund it. These bills do not outline spe-

cific details of basic education ï- that 

will come in time as work continues.  

For more details on these bills, go to 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/

summary.aspx?bill=2261&year=2009. 

Education stakeholders agree that the 

new finance system needs to be trans-

parent, and that a model or prototype 

school funding approach makes sense. 

There is also clear consensus that pil-

ing any more unfunded mandates on 

top of financially stressed school dis-

tricts does not make sense.   

This is a critical moment for the PTSA 

and schools everywhere in Washing-

ton.  The PTSA needs your help to 

encourage lawmakers to: 

¶ create a new robust definition of 

basic education that includes 

CORE 24 and early learning; 

¶ create clearly defined state and 

local funding responsibilities; 

¶ define a new compensation system 

for the next generation of teachers; 

¶ implement data and accounting 

systems that give educators the 

tools they need to boost achieve-

ment; and  

¶ structure accountability principles 

that support the work of the State 

Board of Education.  

Continue reminding your lawmakers 

and the Governor that this is a problem 

we can solveðand we must solve it 

this legislative session.  Email Senator 

Oemig at oemig.eric@leg.wa.gov and 

Representative Sullivan at  

sullivan.pat@leg.wa.gov and thank 

them for their continued commitment 

to education reform legislation and for 

sponsoring these new bills.  Email 

Senator Rosemary McAuliffe at 

mcauliffe.rosemary@leg.wa.gov and 

Representative Kathy Haigh at 

haigh.kathy@leg.wa.gov, the commit-

tee chairs who will hear SB 6048 and 

HB 2261, to tell them you enthusiasti-

cally support moving these bills for-

ward. 

On February 18, Senator Oemig 

chaired a meeting of education stake-

holders to introduce SB 6048 and dis-

cuss how we move forward in order to 

pass meaningful finance reform legis-

lation this session.  

After studying the problem for 4+ 

years, it is time to act.  As parents, 

students, educators and members of 

the community, it is our job to influ-

ence this work. 

for upcoming events.  We also like to 

showcase work by children, so if you 

have a budding artist, poet, or writer, 

please send in their pieces.  If you 

have signed up for no paper going 

home, this newsletter is provided in 

the Kidzemail when it is published.  

You can also pick up a paper copy of 

this in the school lobby if you wish to 

have a paper version and you are an 

email-only recipient. 

Other communications you might re-

ceive in your childôs take- home fold-

ers are provided either by the teacher, 

(Continued from page 5) 

Where in the World Can I Findé.. 

the school, the district or other outside 

organizations. 

The Redmond El PTSA would love to 

hear your feedback about our publica-

tions so that we are able to enhance the 

quality of information that you re-

ceive.  Our goal is to be as transparent 

an organization as possible while also 

managing cost and environmental con-

cerns.  If you have any ideas as to how 

to better our current methods of com-

munication, or would like to comment 

on current methods, please contact 

communications@redmondelptsa.org.  

mailto:nmckay@lwsd.org
mailto:cstagg@lwsd.org
mailto:landerer@lwsd.org
http://images.myngp.com/LinkTracker.aspx?crypt=IVi0ax2%2b6UBSinc/CPYaKXNj%2bIJGfgKV4I3h3cYQ5pG/%2boaTjelKk1IU0knft3aaRKc4h1IJ8xzlQw40OG1ZBRAocMuOX6HCBSQjRZ8Y%2baZfP9VlzwD2%2bHSGW39JKKR4a/cETSlbbayD4Lia3V4rKh3mZ%2b0%2bkCSLGcOXfcbsQgs%3d
http://images.myngp.com/LinkTracker.aspx?crypt=IVi0ax2%2b6UBSinc/CPYaKXNj%2bIJGfgKV4I3h3cYQ5pG/%2boaTjelKk1IU0knft3aaRKc4h1IJ8xzlQw40OG1ZBYFS5PV0k6yx%2b90zqcGXDuJ8epV%2bt2lU60njqKRLprYifyGMJtulj0aI6jtb3gQ7fkfaCT%2b2qE2RcvBqobLFFzs%3d
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2261&year=2009
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2261&year=2009
mailto:oemig.eric@leg.wa.gov
mailto:sullivan.pat@leg.wa.gov
mailto:mcauliffe.rosemary@leg.wa.gov
mailto:haigh.kathy@leg.wa.gov
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Interested in Joining the Redmond El PTSA Board?  

The Nominating Committee is currently looking for volunteers interested in joining the PTSA Board for the 2009/2010 

school year. 

Come join other parents in working with our school for benefit of our students. For more information, contact the Nominating 

Committee by either leaving us a note with the office or emailing nomcomm@redmondelptsa.org and someone will get back to you. 

Enrichment 

Redmond El Chess Team Grades 4-6 placed first at the 

Wilder Tournament.  L-R: Christina Dias, Eugenia  

Yatsenko, Ethan Raffman, Michael Thorn, Jordan Price, 

Coach David Hendricks, Sean Burzynski   

Redmond El Chess Team Grades 1-3 placed first at the 

Wilder Tournamanet.  L-R: Neil Rajurs, Kavi Singh, Trevor 

Christensen, Tudor Fanaru, McKinley Roshak 

Tudor Faranu and Trevor Christiansen 

at the Wilder Tournmanet, undefeated 

after 5 games in the 1-3 category. Tudor 

received  2nd place and Trevor received 

1st place.  

Redmond El Chess Team is Strong at Wilder El Chess Tournament 

By Elena Savage 

The Redmond Elementary Chess Club 

gave a very strong showing at the 

Wilder Elementary Chess Tournament 

last month.  

At the Kindergarten level, Garret 

Price, with a score of 4.0, earned 2nd 

place and qualified for the State Tour-

nament.  David Thorn scored 3.5, 

placed third and also qualified for 

State.  Keith Christensen (HNM) 

scored 2.5 and placed 7th. 

For the 1-3 grade level, Redmond El 

won the 1st Place Team Trophy and 

Einstein Elementary won the 5th Place 

Team Trophy.  For Redmond El, 

Trevor Christensen scored a 5.0, 

which is a perfect score.  He placed 

first and qualified for the Tournament 

of Champions and State.  Tudor Fa-

naru also earned a perfect score of 5.0.  

Tudor placed 2nd, qualified for the 

Tournament of Champions and State 

and was named the Co-Champion of 

the tournament.   

Also at the 1-3 grade level, Alex 

Omusaru (ENS) scored a 4.0, placed 

7th and qualified for State.  Kavi Sing 

scored a 4.0, placed 8th and qualified 

for State.  McKinley Roshak scored a 

4.0, placed 11th and also qualified for 

State.  David Dias (ENS) scored a 3.0 

and qualified for State.  Connor John-

son earned a 3.0 score and qualified 

for State.  Neil Rajurs and Rock Jia 

both scored a 3.0 and qualified for the 

State Tournament.    

At the 4-6 grade level, Redmond El 

won the 1st place Team Trophy.  Jor-

dan Price, with a score of 4.0, placed 

2nd and qualified for State.  Michael 

Thorn scored 3.5, placed 8th and 

qualified for State.  Sean Burzynski 

earned a 3.0, placed 9th and qualified 

for State.  Eugenia Yatsenko and 

Christina Dias both scored 2.5, and 

Lisa Marie Dias (ENS), Melinda Bho-

patkar and Ethan Raffman all scored 

2.0.  Christina Dias was also awarded 

the Sportsmanship Trophy.  
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Redmond El Science Needs Your Help  

The Science Fair  is happening March and volunteers are needed to make it happen.  

Science Lunch Club  is looking for Presenters, Helpers, Poster-Makers, and 

|especially Musicians to participate in a demonstration of the science behind sound!  

Science on Wheels , from the Pacific Science Center, is visiting on February 20 and 

we have three shifts that need filling!  

If you care about science, contact Steve Hitch at 425.883.2646 or  

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org . 

Enrichment 

Donõt Miss the Redmond Elementary  

Science Fair! 

Passport Check Days is fast approach-

ing, and you've looked everywhere! 

Still, that monthly map seems to have 

gone the way of your missing left 

glove. Yes, those pesky Passport Club 

monthly maps have the most annoying 

habit of disappearing when you need 

them most!  

If this sounds like your household last 

Thursday of every month, well, your 

problems might be over!  Now you 

have the option of downloading Pass-

port Club© material from the Red-

mond Elementary PTSA site 

www.redmondelptsa.org.  

Note that all Passport Club© docu-

ments on the site are password pro-

tected. To find out the magic word that 

will open the gate to the enchanted 

world of maps galore, please email 

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org. 

Where in the world is that map?! 

By Janitzia Pizarro 

PTSA Jr. Lego Club a 

Success 

By Katie Chilcott and Elena Savage 

The Redmond El. PTSA Jr. LEGO 

Club for 2nd and 3rd graders which 

started this winter proved to be quite a 

success.  Students used the LEGO 

Education Science and Technology 

solutions to construct different models 

and run experiments with those mod-

els.  The lessons follow LEGO Educa-

tionôs well-tested methodology: Con-

nect, Construct, Contemplate and Con-

tinue ï the 4C approach.  

LEGO Education Science and Tech-

nology solutions enable youngsters to 

behave as young scientists by provid-

ing them with tools and tasks that pro-

mote scientific inquiry.  Children are 

encouraged to ask ñWhat if ...?ò ques-

tions. They make assumptions or hy-

pothesize, and then measure the be-

havior of their models, and record and 

present their findings. 

Additional sessions may be offered 

later this year depending on the num-

ber of students interested and the num-

ber of volunteers available. Sessions 

run for six-weeks and each class can 

have a maximum of eight students.   

Contact Katie Chilcott at (425) 882-

0849 or Katie.chilcott@verizon.net if 

your child is interested in participat-

ing, if you would like to volunteer, or 

if you have any further questions.   

Passport Club Itinerary 

The Passport Club check day for  

March 27, with NO RE-CHECK. Below 

is the itinerary for the first three levels.  

Level 1: Costa Rica, Ireland,  

Kazakhstan, Ethiopia, Finland  

Level 2:  Austria, Argentina, Papua 

New Guinea, Latvia, Tanzania  

Level 3:  Armenia, Belgium,  

Morocco, Bahamas, Benin  

The Redmond Elementary Science 

Fair is just around the corner now. To 

be held Wednesday, March 25th 2009, 

from 6:30 ï 8:30 pm. 

All Redmond Elementary School stu-

dents and families are invited and  en-

couraged to come and check out the 

amazing studentsô entries!  

Weôll be announcing the winners for 

the ñOutstanding Projectò awards.  

Please come and show your support 

for our young scientist!  

PTSA will be selling pizza and  

water.  Popcorn will be free! 

Count Down to the Science Fair  

10 Select your topic 

9 Do your homework 

8 Plan 

7 Prepare 

6 Do the experiment 

5 Figure out what happened 

4 Write your report 

3 Make your display  

2 Rehearse your demonstration 

1 Science Fair 

mailto:enrichment@redmondelptsa.org
http://www.redmondelptsa.org/
mailto:passportclub@redmondelptsa.org
mailto:Katie.chilcott@verizon.net
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Student Page 

Submitting items for Student Pages  

Are you a student interested in submitting your writing, drawing, or other printable creative work to the Hawk Talk? Has your class done something youôd like to 

report on? Weôd love to see it or hear about it!  

You can send your submissions to us via the office or email (or have your parents email it) to  

hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If your submission passes our editorial review, weôll publish it in the next Hawk Talk as room permits. Be sure to include your name 

and teacherôs name on your submissions so we can contact you and return any original work submitted. 

Logo submissions by Redmond El students for the 8th Annual Hawk Walk & 5K Run. 

Students take a look at submissions for this yearôs Hawk Walk and Run logo. Students 

voted on their favorite and the winning entry will be use as the  eventôs official logo on 

t-shirts and posters. Top vote receivers for each grade will be used on mile-markers.. 

Original pencil drawing by Wyatt  

Sailors, a fifth grader in Ms. Huntleyôs 

class 

Original pencil drawing by a Redmond 

El third grader 
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School Happenings 

School Happenings: A Monthly Grade Level Update 

Compiled by Diane Huseman and Michele Nice 

Quest  3/4 Grade 

Science:  We are working on our Science 

Fair projects.  These are due on March 

16th.  This is an investigation project with 
testing.  A two-page written report is due 

with the project.  Other:  We went to the 

UW Meany Hall on Feb. 6th to see the 

Lar Lubovitch Dance Company. 

Fourth  Grade 

Math:  Ms. Strongôs class is finishing 

fractions and Mr. Allenôs class has 

started a mini unit on algebra.  All stu-

dents are working on practicing basic 

fact skills mentally.  Science:  We have 

started our new unit on Magnetism and 
Electricity.  Other: We are excited to be 

going to the Seattle Childrenôs Festival 

on May 12th.    

Fifth  Grade 

Math:   We are finishing Geometry and 

starting on a fractions, decimals, percent 

unit.  Science:  We finished our Motion 

and Design physics unit. We will begin 

an environments unit.  We have planted 

terrariums and will be running experi-

ments on substance tolerance levels for 

different plants, working with environ-
mental factors for beetles and isopods, 

testing for viability and environmental 

preferences for brine shrimp, aka sea 

monkeys, and testing for acidity of water 

with different organisms.  Art :  We 

finished both an architectural drawing 

and had a lesson on shading.  Other:   

We had a fabulous trip to Olympia to 

learn about our state government. 

6th  Grade 

Math: We finished our fractions, deci-
mals, and percent unit.  We are currently 

finishing a two-dimensional geometry 

unit, Shapes and Designs, and beginning 

a two-dimensional measurement unit, 

Covering and Surrounding.  We also 

began using A.D.D., Arithmetic Devel-

oped Daily, to reinforce computation 

skills, develop problem solving strate-

gies, and practice mental math skills.  

We are working on WASL mathematics 

problems too. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Kindergarten  

Math: Full Day - We finished our unit 

on patterns, but are using our patterning 

skills on our holiday craft projects! We 
are now concentrating on number sense.   

1/2 DayðWe continue to work on num-

ber sense and are exploring measure-

ment.  Science/Soc. Studies : Full Day - 

We observed and compared pill bugs 

and sow bugs.  We even had a race to 

see which bug was faster.  1/2 Day ï We 

are working on Wood and Paper in sci-

ence.  In social studies, we have learned 

about geography, the Chinese New Year, 

and Martin Luther King, Jr.   Art:   

We have been working on self-portraits, 

holiday and seasonal projects, and col-

lage.  Other:  Full Day - We had an 

exciting January! We watched our new 

president take the oath of office, Mack 

Strong was our MLK assembly speaker, 

and we had one of the Redmond Fire 

Department fire fighters put on all of his 

equipment to show us what it is like to 

rescue someone.  1/2 Day ï We were 

also visited by the Redmond Fire De-

partment.    We continue to work in our 
Kindergarten Read Well program which 

covers the letter of the week, letter for-

mation, recognition, and sound.  We are 

working on comprehension and phone-

mic awareness.  Students are in small 

reading groups at their own levels four 

days per week for 30 minutes per day.  

We are working on Headsprout, the 

computer based reading program.    

First  Grade 

Math:  We are celebrating the 100th Day 
this week in our math, writing, and read-

ing activities.  We are finishing our ge-

ometry unit and starting story problems, 

finding more than one solution.  We are 

finding combinations of numbers to 20 

and developing strategies for adding and 

subtracting numbers.  Science: We are 

studying solids and liquids.  We have 

classified solids according to properties 

and constructed a tower using different 

solids. Art:  We finished our Hawk for 

Open House and had lots of fun doing 
that!  Other:  We enjoyed the turnout 

for Open House and the excitement in 

the students to share what they have 

been doing this year in first grade. 

Quest  1/2 Grade 

Math :  First graders are working on 
sorting and classifying data. Second 

graders have begun a unit on both meas-

urement and simple statistics.  They are 

learning ways to organize, represent, and 

analyze data.  Additionally, we continue 

with our weekly problem solvers, chal-

lenge problems, daily arithmetic prob-

lems, and math facts.  Science:  The 

students began a scientific study of sol-

ids and liquids.  We are observing their 

properties, comparing how they are alike 
and different, organizing the results of 

our inquiries, and communicating our 

findings in our journals.  Other News:  

The students have organized our school 

Valentine Post Office!  They have made 

stamps, posters, and cards with their Big 

Buddies in Mrs. Strongôs class.  They 

have gone to every classroom in the 

school and given speeches to let the 

community know more details about 

VPO.  They are selling, counting money, 

and delivering the post twice a day.  It is 
a big endeavor, but a wonderful learning 

opportunity as we support those in need 

in our community. 

Second  Grade:    

Math: We are studying a time and 

weight unit.  The students continue to 

work on their basic computation skills 

on the Fast Math program at their inde-

pendent levels.  Science:  Our current 

unit is Balance in Motion.  Art: We are 

selecting palette.  Other:  Our writing 
skills are reinforcing letter writing.  We 

went to the Redmond Towne Center to 

see Little Red Riding Hood.  We are 

continuing our monthly breakfasts in our 

second grade. 

Third  Grade  

Math: We are working in our Combin-

ing and Comparing unit and practicing 

WASL prep items.  Science:  We just 

started Physics of Sound.  Art:  We fin-

ished our P.E./Music theme Hawk for 

the Open House display and will be 

working on origami this month. 
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School Happenings  

Science:   We will begin our Light unit 

next week. 

Art:   We completed two Hawk projects 
for the Open House display for math and 

science.  We also integrated geometric 

concepts into a seasonal ñValentineò 

project. 

Other News:   Our students are partici-

pating in a fun ñsecret palsò Valentine 

week!  

5/6 Quest:  

Math:    We are just finishing up our unit 

on ratio, proportion, and percent, and 

tested our Comparing and Scaling, and 
Bits and Pieces III.  We are getting ready 

to start our Accentuate the Negative unit 

and work with negative numbers.   We 

are working with point location and do-

ing some mechanical drawing and com-

plex graphing. 

Science:   We completed the FOSS 

Variables kit on Plane Sense and Life-

boats and have been working on the SCT 

kit on Light.  All students will be partici-

pating in the Science Fair and are refin-

ing their plans now. 

Art :   We have completed Valentine 

snowflakes with our buddy class, com-

pleted projects with line, space and 

color, and completed dioramas for real-

istic fiction.  We have also worked with 

water color and India ink. 

Other News:   In addition to written 

book reports based on Bloomôs Taxon-

omy, weôve been writing several poetry 

projects emphasizing the use of figura-

tive language.  We have also written 

about heroes and leaders. 

Mr. Phamôs Class:  

Math:    We are learning about budget-

ing, being self-sufficient and becoming 

more  thrifty as we discuss economic 

issues. We believe that being a student is 

a ñjobò and we have a small budget that 

allows us to pay individual wages based 

on individual ñeffortsò for students to 

use on our class community outings. 

(Continued from page 14) Science:   We will introduce ñbicycle 

mechanicsò where students learn how to 

do ñtune-upsò for their own bikes as part 

of our science unit. 

Art/Other News:   We are volunteering 

our time to teach the Boys and Girls 

Club basic-advanced drawings and car-

toon animations.   

 

Specialists  Update:  

P.E.:     

We recently finished our gymnastics 

unit, and are currently working on rac-

quet skills at all grade levels and are 

gearing up for our second round of fit-

ness challenges over the coming weeks. 

Library:   

Kindergarten-2nd grade are working on 

their Washington Childrenôs Choice unit 

where they are learning parts of the 

book.  We are also doing lessons on Fic-

tion vs. Non Fiction and research on 

chimpanzees which relates to a story we 

are reading. 

3rd is beginning a Scavenger Hunt 

through the Library using what theyôve 

been learning.  They need to find all 

kinds of books in all parts of the Library. 

4th is beginning their Bird Research 

Project.  They are working on notes. 

5th is finishing up their unit on the Non 

Fiction section of the Library.  They just 

finished power point presentations on a 

subject found in the 900ôs and are now 

working on some summary assignments/

quizzes. 

6th just finished using a variety of infor-

mation resources on a country and are 
now beginning a new assignment focus-

ing on an ancient civilization.  This unit 

is designed to help them practice using a 

variety of resources (both online and 

books), understand when to use different 

types of resources and to understand the 

advantages/disadvantages of those re-

sources.   

Music: 

2nd grade  is working on Valentineôs 

Day & Friendship songs. 

3rd/4th are doing their concert prepara-
tion.  The concert  is on Thursday Feb. 

26th , at 7pm. 

5th/6th  grades are finishing music 

workbooks. 

Safety  Patrol:   

Patrols continue to meet the challenges 

of keeping our students safe each day!  

The weather has been 

cold, windy, snowy, 

and wet, yet our patrol 

volunteers are on duty 
each day! We greatly 

appreciate their help. 

 

 

Redmond   Recycling Project:    

We began our food recycling in the cafe-

teria on January 28th.  The students are 

still learning how to recycle, what can be 

recycled, and what can not.  We are 

working to streamline our recycling lines 

so that students leave the cafeteria and 

go past the recycle/garbage bins in an 
orderly manner as they exit for recess at 

the end of each lunch period.    

We have dropped our 

large garbage dumpster 

down in size due to our 

efforts!  We are now 

recycling more than 

throwing out materials!  

We are saving quite a 

bit of cardboard and paper, and with the 

addition of our food recycle efforts, we 
should be further reducing our garbage 

expenses to save our building money 

more each month! 

We appreciate the efforts of all students, 

staff, and parents as we work to become 

a totally ñGreen School.ò  
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Your Volunteer Time May be Money Too 

Many local companies recognize volunteer time through the 

donation of cash grants to non-profits where their employees 

volunteer. This means that for each hour of your volunteer 

time, your employer may donate money to the Redmond Ele-

mentary PTSA (or Redmond Elementary or Lunch Buddy Pro-

gram). Listed below are companies known to participate in this 

type of program. Links to more information, where we have 

them, are available on our web site (www.redmondelptsa.org). 

Adobe - Volunteer Request Program  
AT&T Wireless - AT&T Cares 

Bank of America - Volunteer Grants Program 

Citigroup - Volunteer Incentive Program 

Home Street Bank - Community Partner Volunteer Grant 

Medtronic, Inc. - Volunteer Match Program  

Microsoft - Employee Engagement Program 

Motorola - Volunteer Grants Program 

Nike - Employee Involvement 

Qwest - Employee Matching Time 

Safeco - Matching Time Program 

St. Paul Travelers - St. Paul's Travelers Foundation 

State Farm Insurance - Good Neighbor Grant Program 

If you do not see your employer listed and they participate in this 

type of program, please notify us at info@redmondelptsa.org. 

Check with your human resources department for more informa-

tion about your employer's program. 

If you work for one of these companies, or know of another 

company that donates for volunteer hours, consider donating 

your volunteer time to the PTSA or school! 

A Great Big THANK YOU to 

our volunteers ! 

ñVolunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, 

but because they are PRICELESS!ò 

Chalk Art:  

Laura English 

Spring Break 

Popcorn Friday 

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting, Redmond El 

Library 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

8th Annual Hawk Walk & 5K Run,  

Sammamish Trail at Redmond Town Center;  

Registration and packet pick-up starts at 8am 

7-9pm: PTSA Board Meeting,  

Redmond El Library 

HALF DAYSðConferences 

Used Book Fair 

7pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert,  

Redmond Jr. High 

Popcorn Friday 

Hawk Walk Student Kick-off Assembly 

Science Fair, Redmond El Commons 

4pm: Intermediate Choir Concert, Redmond 

Elementary 

7pm: Advanced Elementary Band Concert, 

Redmond Jr. High 

8:15-8:45am: Donuts for Dad, Muffins  

for Mom, Redmond El Library 

Passport Check Day for March 

Spring Break 

Passport Check Day for April  

6-8pm: Neighborhood Schoolhouse  

Family Fun Night 

7pm: Elementary Orchestra Concert,  

Redmond Jr. High 

7pm: Concert (Grades 1 & 2),  

Redmond El Commons 

Popcorn Friday:  

Erica Gaskill, co-Chair 
Sue Price, co-Chair         

 

Laura English 
Janitzia Pizarro 

Monika Tracey 

Passport Volunteers for February:   

Special Thanks to: Anja Rettig, our webmaster, who worked  
tirelessly through mid-winter break to make Passport Club maps and 

documents available online.  

Kara Hodges, co-Chair 
Janitzia Pizarro, co-Chair 

 

Stamp Cutters: 
Jessica Falkner 

Summer Newberry 
Min Wang 
Peggy Mankus 
Magali Lenarczak 
Sarah Keimig 
Kavita Sharma 
Beverly Quinby 
Cathy Wang 

Heejung Kim 
Ling Niu 

Bolong Cao 
Shobana Balam 
Bhavna Shankar 
Suzie Conor 

 

Checkers:  
Mette Clarke 
Linda Pangborn 
Jenny Rickman 
Kavita Sharma 
Amy MacRae 
Malia Steeb 
Wanetta Woodard 

Manka Dhengra 
Ann Bovee 

David White 
Yuki Cheng 
Veena Goli 
 

Re-Check: 

Tina Havir 
Janitzia Pizarro 
Cindy Poon 
Mette Clarke 
Suzie Conor 

 

Redôs Assistant:  
Sara Buckley  

Hours  for the Redmond El Used Book Fair  

Monday,  

16th March  

9:00 a.m. ï 12 noon  : Redmond El classes only; each class will visit. 

Each student will receive two free books. 

Noon ï 5:00pm  : Open to the Public 

Tuesday,  

17th March  

8:30am - 12 noon  : Open only to Redmond El families 

Noon ï 7:00pm  : Open to the public 


