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Voices of

Redmond E/

Guest Columnist:
Rozlyn Strong,
Redmond Elementary
4th grade Teacher

When | was in fourth grade, a major
change occurred in my life: | left the
Catholic school which I had attended
since first grade, and began attending a
public school. You may not think this
was any big deal. But you have to
understand: | went from wearing
uniforms to having to figure out what
to wear every day. | went from having
nuns and priests around as part of my
daily life to having regular, every day
people teaching me. Although, | was
not Catholic, | went from sharing a
similar background—at least
religiously—with my classmates to not
even being allowed that surface
similarity acknowledged in my new

school.
(continued on page 5)
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Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President and volunteer art docent, questions first graders
about “Our Father” during the “Art of Discovery” week.

PTSA Sponsors “Art of Discovery” Week

By Angie Christensen, Enrichment Chair, and Elena Savage, Editor

From March 8 through March 12,
Redmond Elementary was fortunate to
host "The Art of Discovery™ in our
own library, sponsored by the Junior
League of Seattle, the Bellevue Art
Museum and the Redmond Elementary
PTSA.

Under the guidance — S
of trained art docents, = = 11
Redmond Elementary

students were able to
explore a wide range
of original art from
Pacific Northwest
artists. Instead of
sitting through a traditional lecture,
students were asked questions that
encouraged them to experience the art
from the artist’s point of view, or in

Co-President
Pizarro holds up
the title of a
painting

some cases, the subject’s perspective.
For example, in regards to “Dog Days
A '! of Summer I1,” by
B skinner, the volun-
teer art docent might
have asked the stu-
dents what type of
animal they saw,
what emotions did the
animal feel, or what
time of year was the
artist trying to portray. When view-
ing “Our Father,” by Markovitz, the
students might have been asked,
“What colors are used and why do you
think the artist chose those colors?” or
“How do you feel when you look at
this piece of art?”” The wide variety of
answers provided by the students insti-
(Continued on page 10)

The Volunteer
Art Docent so-
licits answers
from students



Prez Release

I was a dangerously neglected child, at
least by today’s standards. One of my
earliest memories is sticking my fin-
gers in an electric outlet to, you know,
“feel” the buzz of electricity. My
childhood years left a trail of disassem-
bled radios, dissected TVs, repurposed
junk, a few episodes of minor food
poisoning, a number of collections--
most of them involving dead animals,
and a wealth of family anecdotes about
my projects’ misadventures.

Later in life, when the thrill of electro-
shocks got a little old, | was the desig-
nated Christmas lights fixer, appli-
ances installer and microwave cooker.
This was back when microwave ovens
were a novelty in my country of ori-

Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President

gin, and my mother would not go near
ours for the entire first year we had it.
Was | some sort of science genius?
Not really. My one claim to all those
little jobs is that | was the only one
who cared to read the manuals. It
comes as a surprise to me that now, a
hundred years later, | hardly know
how to place a call on my cell phone,
but my children know the function of
every button in each one of the gazil-
lion remote controls in the house.

Now that | have my own kids to
raise and freak out about, | truly ap-
preciate how much courage it must
have taken my parents to relax and
let me experience the world first-

Editor’s Note: Our co-Presidents have
been alternating a column on perti-
nent to school issues. This month's
column is written by Janitzia Pizarro.

hand, instead of keeping me in a
more sheltered environment.

Their formula for parenting a seriously
curious child was quite simple: for the
longest time, | thought they were the
most stupid people on earth, since they
rarely-- if ever-- answered any of my
pesky questions. My father was par-
ticularly good at faking ignorance
even while opening a book at just the
right page and opening his toolbox in
the most casual way. My mother was
more of a practical passive enabler, the
kind that would say, “Remember to
wash your hands after you are done
dissecting that dead snake, and | want

(Continued on page 8)

Redmond Elementary PTSA

AL Unit 2.8.46

Redmond Eleme

; Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond
avrpchild. onevoice” Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement.

Contact Us

Treasurer’s Report

DL L T R
‘UV
| St )

B v
- = |
. QM MEMBER Ar A .
o T

2NP N s

x
1

Co-Presidents: Lisa Lange and By Kerry Lodge and Jill Rockafield, Treasurers

Janitzia Pizarro Bank Balance as of 2/01/10............. $28,322.42 February Income
Co-Treasurers: Kerry Lodge Bank Balance as of 3/1/10.............. $31,459.25 s
Jill Rockafield ; =
Secretary: Jenny Rickman Income: . February YTD
VP Communications: Open Fundralsmg Income $224.18 $4,330.64
. - Membership Dues** $0.00  $2,420.00
Newsletter Co-Edltors_. Elena Savage and Pass The Hat $0.00  $7.852.00
Elizabeth Hansford Corporate Matching $3,111.00 $5,293.96
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org Spring Fundraiser $0.00 $0.00
web site: www.redmondelptsa.org Miscellaneous Income $104.41  $3,116.65
email: info@redmondelptsa.org Total $3439.59 $23,013.25
phone: you can contact any board member Expenses: February YTD
via the school office at 425.936.2660 Communications $167.80 $1,129.53
Community Services $0.00  $110.00 February Expenses
Community Service Grants $25.00 $298.71
. Enrichment $5.99 $16,555.45 >
Membership Report School Services $415.40 $5,044.13 s
By Mette Clarke, Membership Chair School Services Grants $238.84 $2,893.07 |
Fundraising Expenses* $0.00 $3,421.05
Membership: 232 members Cost of Business** $49.33  $3,024.98
Total $902.36 $32,476.92

2009-2010 Membership Goal: 250
*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due
catalog company.

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national
PTAs for individual membership fees.
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Joyce Teshima, Principal
e d

In lieu of writing my own column this
month, | want to pass on very
important information regarding
possible upcoming budget cuts. Lake
Washington School District distributed

the following message and requested |
release it to our school community;

The state legislature is currently work-
ing on the state budget and indications
are that K-12 public education will get
even less money next year from the
state. Estimates of the budget cuts
Lake Washington School District will
have to make based on proposals range
from $3.6 million to $8.4 million. Cut-
ting that much more from the district
budget after last year’s $7.7 million
cuts will be difficult.

Last year’s budget input from parents,
staff and community members provided
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From the Principal’s Desk

important direction for the district’s
budget process. A similar process will
be used this year. Parents, staff and
community members are invited to at-
tend any one of five meetings where
they will receive information on the
expected budget and potential options
for where to reduce the district budget.
Everyone will have the opportunity to
fill out and submit a form with their
choices.

“Last year’s process really helped us
understand community priorities,” said
Dr. Chip Kimball, superintendent. “I

encourage all citizens, especially par-
ents, to come and weigh in on what is
most important for our school district.

9

As of this writing, the Legislature has
gone into extended sessions , and most

Ever wonder how fossils are formed?

Want to know the best design for a paper airplane?

How do caterpillars turn into butterflies, anyway?

Has your child ever

Come to the annual

asked

T

PTSA Science Fair and

find out the answers to all of these questions and more!

I f you are a

science

fair participant,

receive your science fair pin!
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Date: March 25th
Time: 6:30 — 8:30pm

Place: Redmond El Gym

Support 6th grade fieldtrips by buying pizza at $2 a slice and wa-
ter for $1.

Al proceeds
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“

Reaching
young minds, striving for
excellence”

of the LWSD Budget Input Sessions
have been postponed. Watch the cal-
endar on the Redmond El or school
district (www.lwsd.org) web sites for
meeting dates. For those who cannot
attend one of these meetings, the infor-
mation will also be available on the
district Web site, www.lwsd.org, and
an online input form will be available.

student s,

For upcoming Budget Input
Sessions, watch the Red-
mond El or school district
calendars for information
on dates and locations. A

survey will also be provided

for those who cannot make
the scheduled meetings.
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Redmond El’s

Peacebuilders
The following students are recognized
for being examples of good

you, %#gma k'€ Beackbllifderd fbr hgifpeersQiting | N ? 0
44 the month of March:

Kindergarten, 1st and 1/2: Jacob
Schott, Trevin Molina, Leslie
Guzman, Sahil Kancherla, Holly Ed-

2nd, 3rd, 3/4 and 4th: Breckin For-
strom, Bianca Gendusa, Daniela
Aguilar, Caroline Shiflet, Byron Shaw,
Edgar Chavez

5th, 5/6 and 6th: Donya Ostahadiji,

Jrosge SSantlggo, hLauren Mars , Bran-
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HawkTalk Focus: Connie Harder, Speech/Language Pathologist

When possible, we try to introduce
you to our hard-working staff and
teachers at Redmond Elementary.
This month, we would like you to
meet Connie Harder, our Speech/
Language Pathologist who has been at
Redmond El for two years. Ms.
Harder’s passion outside of Redmond
El and her own family is alpine skiing
as well as bike-riding, reading, cook-
ing and gardening.

Name: Connie Elizabeth Harder (|
kept my maiden name)

Birthday: Feb. 12
Hometown: Spokane Washington

Family: | have a husband, who is a
junior high school science teacher and
two children: McKenzie, who is a sen-
ior this year and is planning on attend-
ing the University of Montana in Mis-
soula, where she plans on running
track, and Duncan, who is a sopho-
more in high school and enjoys soccer.

Education: My Masters is in Speech
Pathology and Audiology from the

University of Washington. Go Hus-
kies!

Position at Redmond EI: Speech/
Language Pathologist, SLP. | also
have a student intern, Kevin Askew,
who is a student from Eastern Wash-
ington University. | am enjoying help-
ing him learn all the tools to be suc-
cessful at teaching students good com-
munication skills.

“Rover” Program to be Considered
By Joyce Teshima, Principal, and Elena Savage, Editor

On Tuesday, March 9,

Becky Bishop, founder
of “Reading with
Rover,” conducted a
“Meet and Greet”
with potential
“Reading with

Rover” dogs at Redmond Elementary.

"

Ms. Teshima’s
dog, Bailey

Ms. Teshima, Redmond
Elementary Principal,
hopes to implement a
“Reading with Rover”
program at Redmond ElI
over the next year. Hav-

. . Mr. Allen,
ing witnessed a successful 44, grade

“Reading with Rover”
program at her previous
school, Ms. Teshima

teacher,
and his dog

would like to offer the same opportu-
nity to Redmond EI students.
“Reading with Rover” brings together
trained dogs and students who are anx-
ious readers.

Dogs in the “Reading
with Rover” program are
trained to lie quietly, gaze
attentively and perhaps
stretch a paw across a
student’s arm. There is 4
growing research that Alyssa

supports the use of dogs  Clarke, 6th
to encourage reading grade, and
among children her grand-
(American School Board  mother’s
Journal, 12/09), and Ms.  dog, Kine

Teshima has witnessed

Hawk Talk

Previous job: I have worked as a
Speech/Language Pathologist for
thirty years, with 29 years in LWSD.

Favorite Food: My favorite foods are
Thai and Indian.

Travels: | studied in southern France
for 6 months when | was in college
and this wet my whistle for traveling. |
returned to Europe again to visit
Greece, Yugoslavia, Italy, Switzer-
land, Netherlands and England. | have
also traveled to Ecuador, Guatemala,
Costa Rica and Mexico

What do you like about Redmond El
most? All the wonderful families that
are truly appreciative of the time the
staff spends teaching their children.

A favorite memory from your own
elementary school days? Being the
fastest girl on the playground. I could
beat any girl or boy in the school. |
guess | passed that on to my daughter,
who came in second in state last year
in the 400 meter race.

anxious readers or
those who fear reading
aloud in front of other
flourish when placed in
the “Reading with Rov-
ers” program. Other

Ms. Gross,
students have overcome d0g Harvey

their fear of dogs to "énd nl10m
interact with their arofune
Crawley

Rover dog.

Handlers made up of staff, family and
friends attended the March 9th “Meet
and Greet” with their dogs. Dogs cho-
sen as potential fits for the RWR pro-
gram will be given the opportunity to
participate in a special service dog
training session at Redmond El in the
spring.

March 2010



Voices of Redmond El (continued)

(Continued from page 1)

It was an entirely new and intimidating
world, and | hid behind the nonfiction
that | loved to read—Ebony, Jet,
Reader’s Digest-- and never said a
word.

But that didn’t mean I wasn’t learning.
Science, in particular, caught my
attention. One particular project |
remember was on the

planets. Somehow, | had missed the
assignment, although I don’t recall
why. | had to do the full report
anyway. It was replete with pictures
and a report on every planet in our
solar system. | bound itin a yellow
folder, and | received an A. | still
remember how proud | was of my
project, especially because I had not
believed | could do it, at the time. |
remember the other kids thought | was
smart, and looking back I realize | was
a bright child, but | was just so
intimidated by my surroundings.

Dondét ever
show youo
| entered college as a
chemistry major, solely to
prove to my high school
chemistry teacher that |
deserved the
received in his class.

That project on the planets sparked an
interest somewhere deep inside of me,
and it probably didn’t hurt that I
carried that pride with me for quite
some time—still do, actually. I don’t
remember much about my
childhood—just flashes here and
there—but | remember the science
teachers and classes easily.

Fifth grade science was a challenge,
but | found it fun and exciting. In
sixth grade my favorite topic was on
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the layers of the atmosphere. We
learned a song to identify all the
layers, and that made it all the more
fun. In eighth grade, my science
teacher had a snake. My desk was
next to it. | hated that snake. It would
slither around behind me during class.
When it ate a rat, you could see the
lump move down. In ninth grade, |
remember finding out my blood type
and what all of the blood types mean.

As a high school student, | was an
African-American student in a mostly
Caucasian-American high school. |
was also self-conscious about being a
little overweight, and my parents’
impending divorce affected me to the
point where | had to back off on some
of the Honors/AP courses a little bit.
Although I was still a good student
overall, and worked hard to excel, my
chemistry teacher acted as if it were a
fluke that | continually scored as high
as the other top students and could ace
his science challenges.

Don’t ever doubt the “I’ll show you”

d o u b t motivdtien: | énterédicollege as a
mo t i v a&hemistsyrmajor, solely to prove to my

high school chemistry teacher that |
deserved the A’s I had received in his
class. Mind you, chemistry was not
my favorite subject. | enjoyed math,

A 0 snd there ts @lat of math in

chemistry—but the bottom line is, |
went through college majoring in
something just to prove myself to that
man—who probably never thought of
me again once | left his classroom.

But within that four-year vendetta, |
discovered something about myself: |
enjoyed what | was learning. | loved
Biochemistry (and only a true chemist
at heart will admit to that) because of
how it relates to so many real-life
products we see in the world, and
Biohem was related to Biology, which
I also loved.

Hawk Talk

When | graduated, | had been working
part-time at a science museum which |
transitioned into full time until |
decided | wanted to get into teaching.

Science was a lifeline for me all the
way throughout school—it got me
through the first hard years when my
world completely changed, and later it
kept me going on a wave of “I’ll show
you’” when other parts of my life were
falling apart. It transitioned me from
being a student into a full time
employee and responsible adult with
bills to pay, and that initial pride I'd
felt so long ago over my 4th grade
planet report even propelled me into
my next phase in life, as a teacher: the
thrill I felt when studying the planets
or singing the layers of the
atmosphere, studying the Periodical
Table high school chemistry and
Biochemistry in college, or even
sitting next to that awful snake in 8th
grade—they were all experiences |
wanted to pass on to the next
generation.

When | feel at the end of my rope with
my students, and | wonder if what |
am doing is worth anything to anyone,
I remember the moments when
returning students say, “Because of
you, I majored in such and such,” and
“You really helped me by doing this
one thing.”

These moments carry me through the
occasional frustration most teachers
feel, and give me hope that | am doing
something: | am giving my students a
reason to discover their own life with
excitement and curiosity, such as |
discovered with that first science
project on the planets, or the
connection between Biochemistry and
Biology. And that, while | can never
quite forgive that teacher who
propelled me forward on a surge of
revenge, | also have him to thank for
landing me exactly where | belong.
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Voces de

Redmond EI
Columnista Invitado:
Rozlyn Strong,
Redmond Elementary
Teacher 4 ° grado

Cuando estaba en cuarto grado, hubo
un gran cambio en mi vida: dejé la
escuela catélica a la cual habia asistido
desde el primer grado, para entrar en
una escuela publico. Puede que usted
no piense que sea la gran cosa. Sin
embargo, imaginese: pasé de usar
uniformes a tener que decidir qué usar
todos los dias. Pasé de estar rodeada de
sacerdotes y monjas a recibir mi
ensefianza por parte de personas
comunes y corrientes. Aunque no era
catélica, pasé de tener compafieros que
compartian mis mismos principios
religiosos, a un ambiente en donde
dicha similitud no podia ser compartida.

Era un mundo completamente nuevo e
intimidante, asi que decidi esconderme
en mis lecturas favoritas, y nunca dije
una palabra.

Pero eso no queria decir que no
estuviera aprendiendo. La ciencia, en
lo particular, llamé mi atencién. Un
proyecto que recuerdo especialmente
fue acerca de los planetas. No sé
cdmo, se me paso hacerlo, no me
acuerdo porqué. Tuve que hacerlo de
todos modos. Tenia muchas
ilustraciones y un reporte de cada uno
de los planetas del sistema solar. Lo
entregué en una carpeta amarilla, y
saqué una A de calificacion. Todavia
me acuerdo qué orgullosa estaba de mi
proyecto, especialmente porque en
aquel tiempo no me creia capaz de

6

lograrlo. Me acuerdo que los otros
nifios pensaron que yo era muy
inteligente, y en retrospectiva me doy
cuenta de que era una nifa brillante,
pero demasiado intimidada por lo que
habia a mi alrededor.

El proyecto de los planetas hizo nacer
un interés dentro de mi, con la ayuda
del orgullo que me dio haberlo hecho,
que me dur6 bastante —que todavia
tengo, de hecho. No me acuerdo
mucho de mi infancia — una que otra
memoria aqui y alla — pero todavia me
acuerdo claramente de mis profesores
y de mis clases de ciencia.

El quinto grado fue un reto, pero para
mi fue divertido e interesante. Mi tema
favorito en el sexto grado fue sobre las
capas de la atmésfera. Aprendimos
una cancion para identificarlas, y eso
lo hizo todavia mas divertido. En el
octavo grado, mi profesor de ciencia
tenia una culebra, la cual se
encontraba junto a mi escritorio. Como
odiaba a esa culebra. Se deslizaba
detras de mi durante la clase. Cuando
se comia una rata, se podia ver el bulto
moviéndose a lo largo de su cuerpo.
En el noveno grado, me acuerdo que
averiglié mi tipo de sangre y lo que
significan todos los tipos de sangre.

En la escuela preparatoria, fui uno de
los pocos estudiantes afroamericanos
en una escuela de mayoria
anglosajona. También me sentia
diferente por tener sobrepeso, y el
proceso de divorcio de mis padres me
afecto tanto que tuve que dejar algunos
de mis cursos avanzados. Aun cuando
segui siendo una buena estudiante, mi
profesor de quimica me trataba como
si mis altas calificaciones fueran
producto de la suerte y no de trabajo
duro.

Nunca dude del gran poder de
motivacion del “vas a ver”: entré a la
Universidad para estudiar quimica,
nada mas para demostrarle a aquel
profesor que me merecia aquellas Asi
que recibi en su clase. La verdad sea
dicha, quimica no era mi materia
favorita. Me gustaban las matematicas,
y hay bastantes ecuaciones
matematicas en quimica — pero al final
de cuentas estudié una carrera con el
Unico propdsito de mostrarle mi punto
a ese hombre — quien probablemente
nunca me dedic6 un solo pensamiento
una vez que dejé su clase.

(Continued on page 10)

¢;Sab ia Usted Que...?

iTodos son bienvenidos a las reuniones de la Mesa Directiva de PTSA!

Las reuniones se llevan a cabo mensualmente. Puede encontrar las fechas y horarios en el
calendario en linea de nuestra escuela, o en nuestra publicacion semanal.

Venga y entérese, venga y contribuya.
La proxima reunidn tendra lugar el: 15 de abril, 7 p.m., Redmond Elementary

Para mayores informes, por favor escribanos a info@redmondelptsa.org
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Joyce Teshima, Principal

En lugar de escribir mi propio articulo,
en esta ocasion quisiera transmitirles
esta importante informacién acerca de
posibles recortes presupuestales. El
distrito escolar del Lago Washington
envio el siguiente mensaje para
distribuirlo en nuestra comunidad.

La camara legislativa del estado esta
trabajando en la revision del
presupuesto, y todo indica que la
educacidn publica a nivel basico K-12
va a recibir ain menos dinero del
estado el afio proximo. El distrito
escolar del Lago Washington estima
que los recortes estaran dentro de un
rango de entre 3.6 millones hasta 8.4
millones. Va a ser muy dificil
ajustarse a dichos recortes,
especialmente después de haber
recortado 7.7 millones el afio pasado.

Del Escritorio de la Directora

La encuesta y las sesiones
informativas con padres, personal y
miembros de la comunidad que
tuvieron lugar el afio pasado
proporcionaron directivas muy
valiosas para el proceso presupuestario
de nuestro distrito. Este afio usaremos
un proceso similar. Invitamos a todos
los padres, personal y miembros de la
comunidad a asistir a cualquiera de las
cinco reuniones que tendran lugar en
marzo y abril, en donde recibiran
informacion acerca del presupuesto
gue se espera y las posibles opciones
para ajustar los gastos del distrito al
presupuesto.

“El proceso que tuvo lugar el afio
pasado realmente nos ayudé a com-
prender las prioridades de nuestra

Cuando era nifia mis papas no me cui-
daban debidamente, al menos en com-
paracion a lo que se acostumbra hoy
en dia. Una de mis memorias mas
tempranas es la de meter los dedos en
los tomacorrientes para que “me di-
eran toques”. Mis afios mozos dejaron
un rastro de radios desarmados, televi-
sores destripados, toda clase de triques
alterados para cumplir funciones aje-
nas a las originales, algunos leves en-
venenamientos, varias colecciones —
en su mayoria de animales muertos, y
un rico anecdotario familiar acerca de
mis muchos tropezones cientificos.

Mas tarde, cuando los electrochoques
perdieron algo de su encanto, me dio

marzo de 2010

por arreglar las luces de navidad, cam-
biar el cableado de los aparatos eléctri-
cos de la casa y también me converti
en cocinera de microondas. Esto fue
hace un monton de afios cuando los
hornos de microondas eran la novedad
en mi pais de origen, y mi madre no se
acercaba ni por error a “ese aparato del
demonio”, sin el cual por cierto ya no
puede vivir y hoy en dia usa hasta para
calentar tortillas. ¢Acaso era yo un
genio cientifico? La verdad no. Mi
Unica virtud era que yo si leia los ma-
nuales. Me ha tomado por sorpresa
que en los Gltimos afios ya con traba-
jos sé cdmo usar un triste teléfono ce-
lular, pero eso si, mis hijos saben para
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“

Conectando c¢a@n
alentando a las mentes jovenes,
esforzandonos por alcanzar la
excelencia”

comunidad”, dijo Chip Kimball, el
superintendente. “Conmino a todos
los ciudadanos, especialmente padres,
a que vengan y tomen parte en decidir
gué es lo mas importante para nuestro
distrito escolar.”

Al cierre de la presente edicion, la
camara legislativa habia decidido ex-
tender su periodo de sesiones, y la
mayoria de las sesiones informativas
organizadas por el distrito han sido
pospuestas. Habra una sesidn informa-
tiva hoy marzo 25 7-9 pm en Eastlake
High School. Para aquellos que no
puedan asistir a una de estas sesiones,
la informacidén también estara dispon-
ible en el website del distrito,
www.lwsd.org, en donde habré una
encuesta disponible.

Nota de la editora: Nuestras co-
Presidentas alternan escribiendo una
columna en asuntos pertinentes a la
escuela. La columna de este mes esta
escrita por Janitzia Pizarro.

qué sirve hasta el Gltimo botdn del
monton de controles remotos que hay
en la casa.

Ahora que tengo a mis propios hijos
qué cuidar y por los cuales mortificar-
me y perder el suefio, es cuando real-
mente aprecio el valor que tenian mis
padres y su capacidad de relajarse a fin
de dejarme experimentar el mundo por
mi misma, en lugar de tenerme entre
bolitas de algodon.

Su férmula para educar nifios curiosos
y preguntones era simple en realidad:
por varios afos vivi con la conviccion
de que mis padres no eran muy brillan-
(Continued on page 10)
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New Decade Brings New Spring Fundraiser
By the Hawk Rock ‘n’ Walk committee and Elena Savage, Editor

On April 24,
the Redmond
Elementary
PTSA is hold-
ing the first annual Hawk Rock ‘n’
Walk, a Redmond Elementary Walk-
athon.

Similar to the Hawk Walk, the PTSA
spring fundraiser for the previous eight
years, participants in the Hawk Rock
‘n” Walk will collect pledges for prizes
as well as set monetary and physical
goals. Unlike the Hawk Walk, the
Hawk Rock ‘n” Walk will be open to
Redmond El students, families and
school personnel only. Participants
will walk laps around a quarter mile
course set on the school grounds. The
walkathon route will be the very famil-

Prez Release (continued)

(Continued from page 2)
the carcass buried before dinner”.

Science is one of the names we adults
have for natural curiosity, and sadly, it
is one of the first things we lose when
life around us starts getting in the way
of growing up. With my own chil-
dren, I try to remind myself every day
not to lose perspective, that yet an-
other stain in the carpet cannot possi-
bly supersede my children’s sense of
accomplishment, whether it be eating
without help when they are toddlers,
or testing chemical reactions for the
upcoming Science Fair.

| take it as a personal triumph every
time they sigh and say, “Mom does not
know a thing.” No found-dead-and-
then-dissected animals by my doorstep
yet, but I don’t lose hope.

iar to students, as it is the same track
used when running laps in gym class
and also when participating in Recess
Runs in previous years. There will
also be musical entertainment, student
art displays, food, beverages, games, a
gift basket raffle and the “Bubble
Man.”

When walking the track, participants
will be instructed to pass on the left,
and even provide an “On your left!”
comment when passing others. Peace-
builder skills will of course apply.

As well as continuing to promote
health and fitness, this year’s spring
fundraiser continues the tradition of
using student art to promote the event.
T-shirts will be printed with the 2010
Hawk Rock ‘n’Walk T-shirt logo, a
colorful red hawk proudly wearing
2010, designed by Leo Li, a Redmond
El 3rd grader. T-shirts will be free to
students if they raise just $10 in
pledges.

An entirely volunteer-run effort, the
goal of the Hawk Rock’n’Walk is to
celebrate the Redmond Elementary
community--its students, families,
teachers and staff—while raising
$7,500 towards sponsorship of student
-focused programs such as art and sci-
ence events, assemblies, field trips,
emergency preparedness supplies and
many more programs and events de-
signed to enrich students’ education
and directly benefit Redmond EI fami-
lies and its community.

Call for Award

Nominations

Each year, the Redmond El PTSA recog-
nizes volunteers who have given out-
standing service to our children and
school community. We do this through
three awards: the Silver Hawk, the
Golden Acorn and the Outstanding Edu-
cator Award.

The Silver Hawk is awarded to excellent
volunteers at Redmond Elementary.
Each year, up to five people are chosen
to receive this award.

The Golden Acorn Award is a volun-
teer who has given outstanding service
to our children and our school commu-
nity. The Golden Acorn Award is very
special and is given for continued and
dedicated service to only one or two re-
cipients a year.

The Outstanding Educator Award is
awarded to an outstanding teacher, as-
sistant, custodian, bus driver, administra-
tor, or community member who has gone
beyond the normal expectations of their
jobs to make the learning environment
fun, beneficial, and challenging for our
students.

To nominate someone for an award,
contact Janitzia at presi-
dent@redmondelptsa.org for or request
a nomination form in the school office.
Complete the nomination form and return
it to the PTSA in a sealed envelope.

Questions? Contact Janitzia at
president@redmondelptsa.org

Passport Club Itinerary

The Passport Club check day for March is Friday, March 26 . Because of Spring
Break, there will be no re-check. Below is the itinerary for the first three levels.

Level 1: Coasta Rica, Ethiopia, Ireland, Findland, Kazakhstan

Level 2: Austria, Latvia, Papua New Guinea, Argentina, Tanzania

Level 3: Armenia, Bahamas, Belgium, Benin, Morocco

Hawk Talk
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PTSA News

The PTSA Nominating Committee is looking for volunteers to serve on the PTSA Board of Directors for
school year 2010 -2011.

Pl ease consider
get to

We are also looking for volunteers to be a chairperson for the following programs at Redmond Elementary. | f
volunteers, we may have to cancel some of these programs:

know

hel ping
t he

your

teachers and

chil dos

school
staff,

by

and be invol ved

we

vol unt eeends) g

in

donot

a f
t h e

get

Contact the Nominating committee (Mette Clarke, Cindy Poon, or Sarah Keimig) for information regarding
these positions ahomcomm@redmondelptsa.arg

Board Positions Open

9] President

9l Exec VP

91 Secretary

9] Treasurer

91 VP of Fundraising

91 VP of Enrichment

91 VP of School Services

1 VP of Community Services
91 Volunteer Coordinator

91 Membership Chair

Please contact me to discuss my availability, skills and interests.

Chair Positions Open

91 Membership

91 Emergency preparedness
11 Special Needs Liaison

I Volunteer Coordinator

91 Grant Writing

9] Bake Sales

91 Box Tops

91 Passive fundraising (eScrip, PACE,

etc)

11 Pass the Hat (Fall Fundraiser)

91 Scholastic Book Fair

91 School Pictures

91 Staff Appreciation

9 Used Book Fair

11 Vision & Hearing Screening
91 Yearbook

9 Weekly Newsletter editor
1 Weekly e-News editor

11 Student Directory editor
91 Readerboard

9 Art Docent Program

9 Math Club

91 Passport Club

9 Reflections

91 Great Egg Drop

91 Science Fair

9 Water Safety

Email:

an Event Chair

9 Webmaster 91 Skate Night
91 Spirit Wear
91 Hawk Rock 'N' Walk Director (Spring
Fundraiser)
91 Movie Night
q A/R Parties
91 Popcorn Sales
1
Se
[
I YES! | would like to help out!
|
|
|
!
1 Name:
|
I
1 Phone:
| .
| Best time to contact me:
|
!
1 | am interested in: a Board Position
|
|
=
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Voces del Redmond El (continued)

(Continued from page 6)

Sin embargo, en el curso de aquella
venganza de cuatro afios de duracion,
descubria algo acerca de mi misma:
me gusto6 lo que estaba aprendiendo.
Me gusto la Bioquimica( y s - | o
quimico de corazon admitiria algo asi)
por la manera en que se relaciona con
tantos productos de nuestra vida diaria,
y porque se relaciona con la Biologia,
la cual también me gusta.

Cuando me gradué, trabajaba de medio
tiempo en un museo de ciencias, lo
cual se convirti6 en un trabajo de
tiempo completo una vez que decidi
que queria dedicarme a la docencia.

La ciencia fue una tabla de salvacion
durante mis afios de escuela — me
ayudoé durante mis primeros afios
cuando mi mundo cambid por
completo, y mas adelante me ayudé a
salir adelante en una ola de “vas a
ver”, cuando otras partes de mi vida se
derrumbaban. Me ayudo a hacer la
transicion de estudiante a adulto con
un empleo y cuentas qué pagar; aquél
orgullo inicial que senti en el cuarto
grado me impulso hacia la siguiente
faceta de mi vida, como profesora: la
emocidn que senti al estudiar los
planetas o cantando las capas de la

nATrt of

(Continued from page 1)

gated a more in-depth discussion on
the artwork then had a volunteer sim-
ply stood up and lectured the students
on the various pieces of art.

Ask your student about the sequins on
the deer (“Our Father” by Markovitz),
the carved head (“David” by Washing-
ton), the emotions the little dog might
have felt ("Dog Days of Summer 11"
by Skinner), the colors and shapes on
“Butterfly Love” by Mason, or the
materials used to create "Asian
Woman" by Dingus.
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Di s c @omigudd)y O

atmdsfera, aprendiendo la tabla
periddica y la quimica organica, e
incluso sentarme junto a aquella
condenada culebra — todas esas son
experiencias que quisiera pasar a las
styllientes generaciones.

Cuando a veces siento que mis
estudiantes me estan colmando la
paciencia, y me pregunto si lo que
estoy haciendo realmente le importa a
nadie, me acuerdo de los buenos
momentos, cuando algun antiguo
estudiante vuelve a visitarme y me
dice “gracias a usted, me gradué en tal
o tal carrera” y “usted realmente me
ayudo haciendo esto”.

Estos momentos me hacen sobrellevar
la frustracién que todos los profesores
sentimos de vez en cuando, y me dan
la esperanza de que estoy haciendo
algo: les estoy dando a mis estudiantes
una razén para descubrir su propia
vida con curiosidad e interés, igual que
yo lo descubri con aquel primer
proyecto de ciencia, 0 con la conexion
entre Bioquimica y biologia. Aunque
todavia no termino de perdonar a aquel
profesor que imbuyé en mi deseos de
venganza, también le debo agradecer
el haber aterrizado en el lugar al que
pertenezco.

We e k

The Redmond EI PTSA would like to
extend many thanks to the volunteers
who took the time to train as art do-
cents with the Bellevue Art Museum
and then lead our students: Kathryn
O'Keefe, Janitzia Pizarro, Ann Bovee,
Manisha Nerkar and Angie Christen-
sen. Thanks also to Ms. Carole
Matheson for setting aside part of her
library space and time for the art ses-
sions.

Hawk Talk

Aqui entre nos
(el articulo continua)

(Continued from page 7)

tes que digamos, dado que muy de vez
en cuando se dignaban contestar algu-
na de mis muchas preguntas. Mi padre
era buenisimo para poner cara de feliz
ignorancia, pero asi como que no quie-
re la cosa sacaba el libro correcto y las
herramientas adecuadas para que yo
sola encontrara mis soluciones. Mi
madre era mas del estilo dejar hacer
dejar pasar, y decia cosas tales como
“no se te olvide lavarte las manos
cuando termines de analizar esa cule-
bra muerta, y la quiero bien enterrada
en el jardin antes de la cena” con la
mayor naturalidad.

Ciencia es uno de los nombre que no-
sotros los adultos le damos a la curio-
sidad natural con la que todos nace-
mos, la cual tristemente es de lo pri-
mero que perdemos cuando la vida se
nos complica a medida que crecemos.
En mi casa, todos los dias trato de no
perder la perspectiva, y ver que otra
mancha en la alfombra no es gran cosa
comparada con los logros personales
de mis hijos, sea esto cuando siendo
bebés por fin aprenden a comer sin
ninguna ayuda, o haciendo experimen-
tos con reacciones quimicas para su
proyecto para la Feria de Ciencias.

Es un triunfo personal para mi cada
vez que me miran resignadamente y
piensan “mi mama no sabe nada de
nada”. Todavia no se han encontrado
ningun animal muerto que puedan tra-
er a la casa, pero no pierdo las espe-
ranzas.

March 2010



Student Page

Music Program “Makes a Difference”

By Elena Savage, Editor

W On Thursday,
) WS ST February 25 at 7

' B rg ’“w ¥ p.m., Redmond

o B Elementary third

- and fourth graders
performed a vocal concert entitled
“Make a Difference” for parents, fami-
lies and community members.

The titular song, “Make a Difference,”
was sung by all students, immediately
followed by “It’s Easy to Be Kind,”
sung by students in Ms. Gross’s and
Ms. Heitlauf’s classrooms.

“Big Heart” was
sung by Mr. Al-
len’s, Ms.
Strong’s and Ms.
Burton’s stu-
dents, and “T’11
Be There” was
sung by Mr. Al-
len’s and Ms. Strong’s 4th graders.
“In This World Together” was per-
formed by students in Ms. Burton’s %
classroom and Ms. Gross’s and Ms.
Heitlauf’s 3rd graders.

4th graders take a
turn

NS L
Ms. Burton’s 3/4 students

In addition, several students offered
their own ideas on how to make a dif-
ference, be kind to one another or
share this world together in between
songs.

Jordan Monterrubio, 3rd
grade

Immediately following the concert, the
Redmond Elementary PTSA spon-
sored a bake sale, which earned ap-
proximately $280.00 towards PTSA
programs.

4th graders Drake
Dietz, Anthony Black,
Tyler Jackson and
| Samuel Lenarczak

3/4 students
Claire Wang,
Griffin White
and Tudor Fa-

naru

Did you Know?

Everyone is welcome to attend the PTSA Board meetings! Meetings are held monthly;
alternating between Thursday evenings and Wednesday mornings. Look for dates and
locations posted on the school online calendar.

Come to listen, come to learn, or come to contribute.

The next Board Meeting will be April 15, 7-9 p.m.
Redmond EI Commons

For more information email info@redmondelptsa.org
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Third Graders Hold
Reading Olympics

By Denise Gross, 3rd grade Teacher
and Elena Savage, Editor

During the weeks of February 10th
through February 26, teachers Ms.
Gross and Ms. Heitlauf held their an-
nual “Reading Olympics,” in which
students competed for “medals” by
reading extra hours.

Six gold medalists read an extra 20
hours: Karen There were 6 gold
medalist who read an extra 20 hours:
Karen V., Gabby B., Christopher U.,
Leo L., Lilli B., and Justin Q. Seven
silver medalists read for an extra 15
hours: Jade K., Caroline S., Michelle
F., Ginny K., Bella G., Melissa L., and
Devin Y. Four bronze medalists read
for an extra 10 hours: Maggie K.,
Jillian M., Maya F., and Elliott R.
Congratulations to all participants!

Reading Olympics participants hold up
the certificates they earned

Submitting Student work

Students: Are you interested in sub-
mitting your writing, drawing, or other
printable creative work to the Hawk
Talk? We’d love to see it!

You can send it to us via the office or
email (or have

your parents email it) to hawk-
talk@redmondelptsa.org. If

your submission passes our editorial
review, we’ll publish it in the next
Hawk Talk as room permits.
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A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers !

“Volunteers are seldom paid; not because they are worthless, but because they are PRICELESS!”

Movie Night

Erika Trinidad, Chair
Kim Obam

John Obam
Mackenzie Obam
James Obam
Marissa Hall

Lisa Hall

Lisa Lange

Rachel Napolitan
Punam Biswokarma
Katie Bauml

Felix Trinidad
Danny Flores
Alyssa Clarke
Frank Savage

Hawk Rock ‘n’ Walk
Packet Stuffing

Kathy O’Keefe, Chair
Lisa Lange

Frieda Vos

Amy MacRae
Heejung Kim

Kristine Yoon

Sarah Keimig

Kathy O’Keefe

Bake Sale
Lisa Hall, Chair

Fabulous Bakers
Jill Rockafield
Erika Gaskill
Steph Manske
Sarah Keimig
Carol Matheson
Kerry Lodge

Alta Swinford
Elena & Autumn
Savage

Magali Lenarczak

Used Book Fair

Katherine Fugitt,
Chair

Jean Avery
Janitzia Pizarro
Lisa Lange
Cindy Poon
Mette Clarke
Cindy Daniele
Amy MacRae
Eun Kwak
Magali Lenarczak
Sarah Keimig

Janitzia Pizarro
Laura Urwin
Mike & Amy
Whitmore

Angie Christensen
Mette Clark
Marice Bank

Lisa Hall

Super Set-Uppers,
Clean-Uppers and
Sellers:

Luz Lopez

Pei Yuen
Stephanie Manske
Mette Clarke

Kim Cowles-Oban
Emily Do

Kerry Lodge
Sarah Kang

Erika Trinidad
Special Thanks to:
Mr. Chhay and Mr.
Rick for saving
boxes for the fair,

Lisa Hall

Marissa Hall
Magali Lenarczak
Janitzia Pizarro
Sarah Keimig

Special thanks to all

Passport Club

Manka Dhingra and
Janitzia Pizarro
Co-Chairs

February Checkers:
Luz Maria L6pez
Kris lkeda

Veena Goli

Mette Clarke

the people who baked Frieda Vos

whose names we
missed!

and Redmond QFC
for donating a ga-
zillion boxes

UPCOMING E

March

25 LWSD Budget Input Session, 7 p.m.,

Eastlake High

26  Passport Check Day, 9:10 a.m., Redmond

El Cafeteria

29-April 4 NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK

April

Successful in Learning and Life, 7-8:30

April continued

24 Redmond Elementary PTSA Hawk
Rock ‘n’ Walk 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Redmond Elementary
27 LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting,
7—9:00 p.m., LWSD Resource Center
29  Family Math Night, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Redmond El Commons

30 Passport Check Day, 9:10 a.m., Red-
mond EI Commons

Pei Lai Yuen

Kathy O'Keefe

Eun Kwak

Marge Kuykendall
Yuki Cheng

Mallik Yalamanchili-
Janitzia Pizarro
Displays:

Pei Lai Yuen

Red's Assistant:
Anat Spillinger

Popcorn Friday

Erika Trinidad Chair
Sue Price

Frieda Vos

Elaine Mclnnes

May continued

Stamp cutters:
Cathy Wang
Heejung Kim
Alicia Perez
Tong Lin

Data Capture and
Analysis:

Manka Dhingra
Janitzia Pizarro
Madhuri Rajurs

Special Thanks to all
the generous people
that donated so many
delicious treats to the
3/4th concert bake sale
(we hungry checkers
were happyto dispatch
some of the leftovers!)
and to Judy Teshima
for bringing us tasty
fruit on check day.

18 LWSD Parent Ed: Staying Close While
Standing Back, 7-8:30 p.m., Inglewood Jr.

High

20 Redmond EI PTSA General Membership
Meeting, 6:45-7 p.m., Redmond El Com-

mons

1st/2nd Grade Music Program, 7-7:45
p.m., Redmond EI Commons

Redmond EI PTSA Bake Sale, 7:45-8

p.m., Inglewood Junior High p.m., Redmond EI Commons

8  LWSD PTSA Council Meeting 7-9 p.m. May 21  NSH Donuts for Dad, Muffins for Mom, 8
LWSD Resource Center 4 NSH Free Fantastic Family Fun Night, -8:45a.m., Redmond El Library

9 Popcorn Friday 6-8:00 p.m., Redmond El Commons 25 LWSD PTSA Special Needs Meeting, 7-9
15 Redmond EI PTSA Board Meeting 7-9 6  LWSD PTSA Council Meeting, p.m., LWSD Resource Center ad
p.m., Redmond EI Library 9:30—11:30 a.m., LWSD Resource ~
16  NSH Donuts for Dad, Muffins for Mom, 8- Center 26 (H)ircﬂestra Concert, 7-8 p.m., Redmond Jr. L34
8:45 a.m., Redmnd El Library 7  NO SCHOOL LEAP DAY g vi
21  LWSD Parent Ed: The Young and the Rest- 12 Redmond EI PTSA Board Meetin b
less, 10-11:30 a.m., LWSD Rgesource Center 9-11:00 a.m., Redmond EI Commgns qu the mo.st up-to-date C-alendar &
, A & Dt information, check online at W
23 Popcorn Friday (\{ o http://www.redmondelptsa.org/ o
. e or the school website. 0
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