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Voices  

of  

Redmond El  

    

Guest Columnist: Mette Clarke, 

Membership Chair 

Show interest, pay attention, get 

involvedé..  

If you think this is what your kids 

should be doing in schoolé.youôd be 

right. But itôs also what we as parents 

should be doing with our kids, in and 

out of school.  

When our HawkTalk editor asked for 

guest columnists for this yearôs 

newsletter, I offered to write the article 

for October. About what, I had no 

idea, at first. But as I thought more and 

more about what I wanted to write 

about, it became clear to me; I needed 

to write about something I feel 

passionate about, and that is parent 

involvement.  

(continued on page 15) 
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Ms. Korsmoôs students make like salmons during the Nature Visions salmon  

presentation to the First Grade classes (more photos on page 13). 

òNature Visionsó Visits First Graders 

by Elena Savage 

First graders were treated to a presen-

tation on the life cycle of the salmon 

September 26, courtesy of the City of 

Redmond and the Redmond El PTSA. 

Ginny Ballard of Nature Visions, a 

non-profit organization devoted to 

teaching students about nature, ani-

mals, and our local environment, 

spoke to both Ms. Fleckôs and Ms. 

Korsmoôs classes. Using puppets and 

student volunteers, Ms. Ballard ex-

plained the various stages of the 

salmon life cycle--egg, alevin, fry, 

smolt and spawning adultðwhile de-

tailing the physical differences be-

tween each stage. For instance, the fry 

has stripes to camouflage it in the 

gravel bed, and the smolt uses counter-

shading to avoid predators from above 

and below them. 

ñThe mother salmon might lay 3,000 

to 5,000 eggs!ò Ms. Ballard stated. 

The students in both classes were im-

pressed with this fact, and several of 

them were horrified at the thought of 

having to either lay that many eggs or 

have that many siblings. 

Ms. Ballard then had the students act 

out the life cycle of the salmon. The 

students knelt on the floor during the 

egg stage and swam around the room, 

jaws chomping on imaginary food, 

when in the smolt stage (photos on 

page 13). 

At the end of the presentation, Ms. 

Ballard divided each class into small 

groups. Each group received two jars, 

one filled slightly with sand and one 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Since ñSchool Spiritò is the theme for 

October at Redmond Elementary, I 

decided to ask what that means for our 

students and staff. 

Students told me that ñSchool Spirit 

means: 

¶ our school colors, red and black 

¶ our mascot the óHawkô 

¶ teams 

¶ happiness and awesomeness 

¶ cheer and fun times 

¶ good times 

¶ teachers 

¶ celebrating that our school is here 

¶ being PeaceBuilders 

¶ the Redmond Elementary song 

and the PeaceBuilders song 

ñReaching students, empowering 

young minds, striving for  

excellenceò 

From the Principalõs Desk 

Joyce Teshima, Principal 

¶ learning 

¶ writing 

¶ PE 

¶ being nice 

¶ having peace in our world 

¶ everyone in our school 

¶ having a unified goal 

¶ coming together 

¶ home 

Staff described school spirit as: 

¶ a feeling of belonging 

¶ community 

¶ the Redmond Elementary family 

¶ pride and unity 

¶ enthusiasm and creativity 

¶ enjoyable 

¶ coming together to support one 

another 

¶ believing in the school 

¶ a wonderful place to be 

¶ connections 

¶ happy atmosphere 

¶ working together cooperatively 

and joined together 

¶ our black and red colors 

¶ cheerful 

¶ people enjoying our school 

¶ a wonderful place to be. 

Together, we all create the pride and 

spirit of our school. If we all encour-

age all of the above and promote our 

school as a place of pride and team 

spirit, our children will attain success 

in their studies and build memories 

which they will cherish throughout 

their lives. 

Membership Report 
By Mette Clarke, Membership Chair 

Membership: 198 members 

2009-2010 Membership Goal: 250 

Current Membership: Sept 2, ### 

Redmond Elementary PTSA  

Unit 2.8.46 

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond  

Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement. 

Contact Us 
Co-Presidents: Lisa Lange and                 

            Janitzia Pizarro 

Co-Treasurers: Kerry Lodge and  

 Jill Rockafield 

Secretary: Jenny Rickman 

VP Communications: Open 

Newsletter Editor: Elena Savage 

hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org 

 

web site: www.redmondelptsa.org 

email: info@redmondelptsa.org 

phone: you can contact any board member 

via the school office at 425.702.3419 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Kerry Lodge and Jill Rockafield, Treasurers 

Bank Balance as of  09/01/09 .......... $27,723.53 

Bank Balance as of 09/30/09 ........... $34,994.93 

Income: September YTD 

Fundraising Income* $191.50 $821.97 

Membership Dues** $1,902.00 $1,902.00 

Pass The Hat $5,801.00 $5,801.00 

Corporate Matching $0 $1,540.70 

Hawk Walk $0 $0 

Miscellaneous Income $50.73 $1575.95 

Total $7,945.23 $11,641.62 

Expenses: September YTD 

Communications $174.43 $174.43 

Community Services $0 $0 

Community Service Grants $100.00 $100.00 

Enrichment $76.65 $732.05 

School Services $0 $0 

School Services Grants $0 $0 

Fundraising Expenses* $0 $0 

Cost of Business** $322.75 $463.98 

Total $673.83 $1,470.46 
 

*This line item includes Catalog Sales; half of the total sales is due 

catalog company. 

**This line item includes fees paid to council, state, and national 

PTAs for individual membership fees.  
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Did you Know?  

Everyone is welcome to attend the 

PTSA Board meetings! Meetings are 

held monthly; alternating between 

Thursday evenings and Wednesday 

mornings.  Look for dates and locations 

posted on the school online calendar.  

Come to listen, come to learn, or come 

to contribute. 

The next Board Meeting will be 

Thursday, October 15, 7-9 p.m.,  

Redmond El Library 

For more information email 

info@redmondelptsa.org  

Editorôs Note: Beginning this month, 

our co-Presidents will alternate in 

writing a column on  pertinent school 

issues.  This month's column is written 

by Janitzia Pizarro. 

A few days ago, one of our parents 

asked me some valid questions: ñWhy 

did our PTSA lose so many Board 

members?  Is there some óinsiderô info 

they had access to that we non-Board 

members donôt know about? ñAnd 

perhaps the most important question of 

all: ñDid I make the right decision by 

staying at Redmond Elementary?ò 

Iôll start with Question #2: ñIs there 

some óinsiderô info [the Board Mem-

bers] had access to that we non-Board 

members donôt know about? ñ  The 

answer to that one is: yes!..... And no. 

Once a month, all our Board members 

are required to attend a meeting, at 

which all school-PTSA matters are 

discussed.  So, yes!--spending two 

hours a month getting acquainted with 

what goes on at school does give any-

body a great edge at being on top of 

things.  On the other hand, our PTSA 

is fairly uncommon because our board 

meetings are open, which means eve-

ryone can attend and have an opin-

ion, whether you are a PTSA member 

or not. In addition to our Board Meet-

ings, we hold occasional General 

Meetings, provide the weekly KIDz 

MAIL, and the monthly HawkTalk, 

plus a number of online resources via 

our website.  So, please believe me 

when I say that, while board members 

do get to know some stuff in advance, 

there is a whole team of volunteer 

communicators working very hard to 

get that exact same information out to 

you, so you donôt need to attend two-

hour meetings once per month if you 

donôt want to. 

As to Question #1: ñWhy did our 

PTSA lose so many Board members?ò  

It goes back to The Letter.  The Letter 

informed the Redmond Elementary 

families that Redmond El didnôt meet 

AYP status for 2009, and by law, the 

district had to offer families the choice 

of seeking alternate public schooling.  

Well, I didnôt think about it too much 

myself, at first.  The ñNo Child Left 

Behindò law is an admirable one, but 

difficult to live up to: Redmond El 

certainly isnôt the only school who 

ñfailedò standards, and certainly wonôt 

be the last.  Educators predict that, by 

the time all is said and done, every 

school will be on ñprobation.ò 

Still, by the time the AYP dust settled 

in mid-September, more than one hun-

dred families in the district had moved 

their children to a different school.  

Among these numbers were some 

members of our PTSA Board of Direc-

tors, including our then-President. 

Why?  I guess each one of them had a 

very valid reason.  No school is ex-

actly the same and, given the chance, 

some of our members found another 

school that fit their familyôs needs bet-

ter then Redmond El.  However, I will 

say that, while those Board Members 

were here with us, they gave their best 

to our community, and for that I will 

always be grateful.  In short, I donôt 

know their reasons to leave, but I can 

tell you my reasons for staying. 

First ïhow rude of me not doing this 

before! ï let me introduce myself: my 

name is Janitzia Pizarro and together 

with Lisa Lange, we are your newly 

elected co-Presidents of PTSA. Before 

being called Mrs. President, Iôve been 

around doing all sorts of odd jobs for 

PTSA.  Over the years Iôve been the 

Copy Lady, the Popcorn Lady, the 

Science Lady, the Map Lady and for a 

while there, when I coordinated an 

infamous recycled art project, I was 

briefly known as the Trash Lady. 

I am the proud mother of two special 

needs, ethnic minority students whose 

first language is Spanish. We have 

first-hand experience on the burdens ï 

and the beauty ï that diversity brings 

to our school.  When we moved to the 

United States a little more than six 

years ago, I had my pick on where I 

wanted to live and which school I 

wanted for my kids. We chose Red-

mond Elementary.  Four years ago, 

when I fell in love with a particular 

house, we moved into the Mann Ele-

mentary boundary, yet again we chose 

to stay here at Redmond El. 

Sure, I looked at Mann, liked the 

teachers, loved the building (they even 

have an Art Room--how cool is that?), 

but it was not a perfect fit.  For us, 

Mann lacked that unique spirit I came 

to appreciate and love about Redmond 

Elementary. 

Here at Redmond Elementary, my mi-

nority children are not ñdifferent,ò 

because we are an entire community of 

different people from all walks of life.  

Continued on page 14  

Prez Release  

Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President 
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HawkTalk Focus: Kendra Cooley, òLunch Ladyó 

For the next nine months, we will be 

introducing you to many or our hard-

working staff members at Redmond 

El. This month, we would like you to 

meet Kendra Cooley, one of our 

ñlunch ladies.ò If you need help learn-

ing the states for your Passport Check, 

you might want to ask Ms. Kendrað

she has travelled extensively through-

out the United States. Next time you 

go through the lunch line, make sure 

you say ñhi!ò 

Name: Kendra Lynn Cooley 

Birthday:  July 8 

Hometown or Place of Birth: Coos 

Bay, Oregon 

Family:  Husband Jim, daughter 

Samantha and son Thomas 

Education: AA Criminal Justice 

Position at Redmond El:   

Elementary Lead II 

Previous job: I have been working for 

Sodexo for three years. 

Favorite Food: Mexican 

Travels: I have been to 39 states,  

Canada and Mexico 

What do you like about Redmond El 

most? The staff and the kids do a great 

job in helping the lunch process run 

more smoothly. 

A favorite memory from your own 

elementary school days?  I liked P.E. 

and recess. 

The Passport Club ©  needs 
Stamp Cutters!  

You can contribute to this great program 

from home, at your own pace! We pro-

vide the stamp sheets, you provide the 

scissors and your cutting skills.  Time 

commitment: 4-5 hours spread over 3+ 

months.   Please email  

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org for 

more information. 

Redmond Elõs    

Peacebuilders  

The following students are recognized 

for being examples of good  

Peacebuilders for their peers during 

the month of September. 

Kindergarten, 1st and 1/2: Nicholas 

Yoon, Beliz Ozhan, Marius 

Lenarczak,  Neil Rajurs, Vallerie Bho-

patkar, Bret Tschumi 

2nd, 3rd, 3/4 and 4th: Hayden Col-

lier, Alex Coney, Jobe Zuniga, Maya 

Fleming, Mihir Sardesai, Elvia 

Marquez, Mia Kirsch 

5th, 5/6 and 6th: Alexis Groom, 

Jimmy Yepez, Mya MacRae, Wyatt 

Sailors and Zoe Devol 

Redmond Elementary is pleased to 

announce the development of the 

ñPeace Greeter Program,ò which will 

allow current students the opportunity 

to help new students make a smoother 

adjustment to Redmond El.  

Every year, one boy and one girl from 

each classroom will be chosen by their 

teacher and classmates to be a Peace 

Greeter based on their ability to be 

responsible, friendly, and cooperative.  

The job of Peace Greeter is both an 

honor and a responsibility for the stu-

dents. Peace Greeters will serve as spe-

cial friends to any new students the first 

week of that new studentôs entry into 

Redmond Elementary, or until that stu-

dent has time to make their own 

friends. Peace Greeters will also be 

responsible for taking the new student 

around the school to meet the staff. 

They will carry with them a coupon 

book which will entitle the newcomer 

to small prizes from the Principal, Of-

fice Staff, Counselor, Librarian, Music 

teacher, etc. It is our way of saying 

ñWelcome to Redmond Elementary!ò 

We are very proud of the Peace Greeters 

and the warm welcoming they will 

Peace Greeters Program Instituted  

By Leslie Fields, School Counselor 

give to incoming Redmond Elemen-

tary students. 

The Peace Greeters for 2009-2010 are 

as follows: 

1st: Nathan Gaynor and Betsy 

Zalinski in Ms. Korsmoôs class;  

Amelie Sharples and Garrett Price in 

Mrs. Fleckôs class. 

2nd: Bailey Ibrahimi-McCullough and 

Isabel Nguyen in Ms. Niceôs class; 

Alex Coney, Jenny Resendiz, and  

Cayla Gilligan in Ms. Broadieôs class. 

3rd:  Srishreya Murugappan and Elliott 

Radovan in Ms. Heitlaufôs class;  

Allison Hurley, Devin Young, and 

Dylan Andrews in Ms. Grossôs class. 

4th: Jared Loveless and Mia Kirsch in 

Ms. Strongôs class; Bashir Hirsi and 

Maddisen Lodge in Mr. Allenôs class. 

5th: Josue Santiago and Alexis Groom 

from Ms. Hudspethôs class; Eshwar 

Tangirala and Katie Berman from 

Mrs. Huntleyôs class. 

6th: Tyler Andrews and Vita Man-

droshchur from Ms. Husemanôs and 

Mrs. Wilsonôs classes. 
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Reminder!!  

Upcoming Band and 

Class Concerts  

 
 

Redmond El Fall concert 
Grades 5 & 6  

 

Redmond Elementary 

Thursday November 5th  

        Students arrive by 6:45pm; they 

should go to their classrooms 

7pm start time in the Red El gym 

 

 

 

Elementary band concert 
Grades 5 & 6 

 

Redmond Junior High 

Thursday November 19th  

Students arrive by 6:40pm  

in the band room 

7pm start time in the RJH gym 

The Redmond El  

Scholastic Book Fair  

Grand Opening  

Thursday, November 19, 3:30-5:30 

Open 
Friday (11/20) and Monday (11/23), 

Noon to 4:00 p.m. 

Special Parent Hours  
Monday (11/23) and Tuesday (11/24), 

8:30-9:00 a.m. 

Special Student Hours  
Monday (11/23) and Tuesday (11/24), 

Morning Recess 

Final Hours  
Tuesday (11/24), Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Redmond El Students Have the Opportunity to Show Community What ñBeauty Iséò 
Stephanie Manske, Reflections Co-Chair and Elena savage 

What do you think beauty is? A favor-

ite summer place? Your grandmother's 

hands as she makes a special family 

meal? Maybe it's your wet, muddy 

(but still ador-

able) puppy after 

he's played out-

side in the 

rain..... 

Reflections is a National PTSA and 

Washington State PTSA cultural arts 

competition that provides students the 

opportunity to express themselves 

through their own original works cre-

ated around a specific theme. Themes of 

past years have included ñHome,ò and 

ñI Can Make a Difference Byé.ò  

(find examples of last yearôs work at 

http://tinyurl.com/stategallery08). This 

yearôs theme is ñBeauty isé..ò 

Students in kindergarten through 12th 

grade can participate in Reflections by 

submitting up to two entries in any one 

of six categories such 

as choreography/

dance, film/video, 

literature, musical 

composition, photog-

raphy and visual arts. 

Participation in the 

Reflections Program is organized by 

grade level, and student works are cri-

tiqued against others in the same grade 

division. This allows recognition and 

judging of artwork according to appro-

priate developmental age and skill levels. 

Encourage your children to channel 

their inner artist and submit an entry to 

this yearôs program! General Participa-

tion Rules and Entry Forms will be 

available at the Main Office. All par-

ticipants will be recognized and art-

work will be displayed at a school re-

ception on November 19th, 

The deadline for turning in all entries 

is Wednesday,  October 28, 2009. 

If you have any questions or would 

like to help with this wonderful  

program, please contact Stephanie at 

reflections@redmondelptsa.org. 

Parents Coach 6th Grade 

Math Club  

Cindy Poon, Legislative Rep and Elena 

Savage, Editor 

Claudia Ye and Irina and Andrey  

Yatsenko have started a 6th grade  

math club for the purpose of providing 

enrichment to the standard school 

math curriculum. 

The topics of the club meetings will 

vary and will cover areas such as logic, 

algebra, probability, number sense and 

elements of geometry.  Members will 

work on problems from various math 

competitions and learn the appropriate 

techniques for solving them. 

The club will meet every Friday after 

school from 3:40 to 5:00 p.m. in Mrs. 

Redmanôs classroom.  Students must be 

enthusiastic about math and comfort-

able with pre-algebra, including frac-

tions, the concept of variables and the 

manipulation of algebraic expressions. 

In order to keep the club manageable, 

the class limit is ten students.  Sixth 

graders are accepted on a first-come, 

first-served basis.  Fifth graders are 

welcome if there is space available.  If 

your child is interested in joining the 
math club, or you are interested in 

helping out, please contact Claudia Ye 

at yeclaudia@hotmail.com. 



 6 October 2009 Hawk Talk 

Welcome to Redmond Elementary!  

Domini Dean 

Miss Domini Dean is our new ELL teacher.  

Her favorite food is Hawaiian Pizza 

(ñYummy!ò)  and has too many hobbies to 

list here.   Her birthday is coming up in No-

vember (the 12th) so if you see her in the 

halls be sure to introduce yourself and wish 

her a Happy Birthday! 

Miss Dean was born in Kirkland on and attended John Muir 

elementary as a child.  In an emailed interview with the edi-

tor, she stated she had ñfabulous teachers!ò  She also wrote 

ñMy favorite teachers were the ones who were fun and made 

the class laugh and enjoy learning!ò  One of her most vivid 

memories is of being able to kick the soccer ball away from 

the best player at school during recess.   

ñI had a good fifteen minutes of fame!ò she stated.  ñIt was 

great!ò   

After graduating from Juanita High School, Miss Dean at-

tended the University of Washington where she received her 

Bachelor of Science in Education and ESL Endorsement.  

She is currently only six credits away from completing her 

Masterôs.   

For five years after college, Miss Dean taught 2nd and 3rd 

grade at an elementary school in Lynwood before she de-

cided to leave the classroom and focus on teaching English.  

For the last couple of years, she was the ELL teacher at 

Rockwell Elementary.  

ñI have an awesome family!ò Miss Dean stated in an 

emailed interview.  She has two older brothers, one who 

lives in Texas with his family and the other who lives in 

Utah with his family.  ñI have seven amazing nieces and 

nephewséand being an aunt is my favorite thing!ò  She also 

has a younger sister who works at Redmond High School, 

and the two of them have spent many months travelling to-

gether.  ñI also have a cute little black Pomeranian named 

Pepper,ò stated Miss Dean. 

Miss Dean has student taught in New Zealand and travelled 

the South Pacific.  She has also backpacked through Europe 

three summers in a row, but the Pacific Northwest is still her 

favorite.  ñWe live in one of the most beautiful places on 

earth!ò she wrote.  

Miss Dean enjoys the friendliness and dedication of every-

one at Redmond El.  ñAnd,ò she wrote, ñsince I was in a 

portable at Rockwell, Iôd have to say that one thing I like the 

most about Redmond El is my classroom!ò 

Margaret Gleason 

Mrs. Margaret Gleason is our new Para 

Educator in the Intervention classroom.  

She is a Husky fan, and has too many fa-

vorite foods to list here.  Make sure you 

wish her a happy birthday on October 21! 

Mrs. Gleason grew up in Tacoma, Washington, and she and 

her husband, Frank, have a 17 year old son, whose name is 

Patrick.  She attended Western Washington University 

where she obtained her B.A. in Elementary Education.  She 

has worked at Helen Keller Elementary as a Para-Educator 

in the Intervention classroom, as well a substitute assistant in 

the district.  She has also been a parent volunteer at Keller 

Elementary.   

Mrs. Gleason enjoys the friendly atmosphere at Redmond 

El, especially the affable staff and students.  Her most enjoy-

able memories of her own elementary days are having recess 

with her friends.  

Marjorie Barbouletos 

Mrs. Marjorie Barbouletos is our new 

teacher in the K-3 Intervention program.  

She was born in New Jersey but grew up in 

South Dakota.  Here in Washington since 

1995, she has taught at Twain, Juanita,  

Thoreau and Keller, and she is thrilled to be here at  

Redmond El.  Welcome, Mrs. Barbouletos! 

Mrs. Barbouletos holds a BA in Communication and Public 

Relations from the University of Utah.  She completed her 

Masterôs in Special Education at Utah State University.  She 

comes from a busy family: she is the fourth child out in a 

family of ten children, and her father was a surgeon who 

also held a law degree.  She stated, ñAfter raising ten of us, 

my mother held various public offices and was the 1st 

woman mayor in Brown County, South Dakota.ò 

A dedicated SeaHawks fan with season tickets, Mrs. Bar-

bouletos also loves to read and play golf.  Her favorite food 

is pizza and anything Bar-B-Queôed, and she has toured 

every state except Alaska as well as other countries.  Her 

birthday is July 17, and her favorite memory from elemen-

tary school?  ñHaving chocolate milk and warm cinnamon 

rolls delivered to the classrooms every Friday morning,ò she 

stated. 

When asked what she likes most about Redmond El, Mrs. 

Barbouletos wrote, ñThe lunch room!  Having hot water in 

my classroom too! [And] best of all, the staff.ò 
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Julie Di Martino 

Ms. Julie DiMartino is our new Family Net Coun-

selor with Youth Eastside Services.  She was born 

in Boston, Massachusetts and has an older 

brother and a younger sister.  In her free time, 

she enjoys biking, cooking, writing, and  travel-

ling.  Her birthday is April 29, and she loves Ital-

ian food. 

Ms. DiMartino received her A.B. in Sociology from Brown 

University and her Master of Social Work (MSW) from Bos-

ton College.  Before coming to Redmond Elementary, she 

was a Spanish teacher and Special Education Assistant at the 

elementary level in Weston, Massachusetts.  She worked as 

a Travel Coordinator and Marketing Coordinator in Boston, 

Massachusetts as well as Rome, Italy.  During her MSW 

program, she interned at Galvin Middle School in Canton, 

Massachusetts and at a bi-lingual community health center 

in Boston.  In addition to living and working in Italy, she 

studied abroad in Spain (and is fluent in Spanish) and trav-

elled to Australia and Southeast Asia. 

Welcome to Redmond Elementary!  

Patricia Pietersen 

Mrs. Patricia Gail Pietersen is our new AM 

Kindergarten teacher.  In addition to herd-

ing our some-two dozen five and six year 

olds, she teaches PM Kindergarten at 

Emily Dickinson!   Be sure to say ñhiò if 

you see her aroundðbut if she looks like 

she might be a little busyé.she probably is! 

Mrs. Pietersen was born in Pretoria, South Africa, and her 

birthday is June 25.  She attended Johannesburg College of 

Education and UNISA, and she previously taught All Day 

Kindergarten at Carl Sandburg.   With her husband, she has 

a son and daughter, both of whom are married, and, she 

wrote in an emailed interview, she has a ñdarling grandson 

of two weeks.ò 

In her spare time, she enjoys kayaking, photography, camp-

ing and sunset walks.  She has visited many places such as 

Paris, Israel and England, but she ñloves] the smell of Afri-

can earth!ò  Her favorite food is salmon, ñof course.ò 

Having gone to a convent school, she wrote that sheôd 

ñrather forgetò any memories from her own elementary 

school days, but when asked what she likes about Redmond 

El the most, she wrote, ñGetting to know everybody, espe-

cially my new students.ò  

Elaine Sheppard 

Mrs. Elaine Sheppard is our new School 

Nurse.  She is originally from South St. 

Paul, Minnesota, and she also lived in  

Montana for ten years.  As well as garden-

ing, sewing and outdoor activities, Mrs. 

Sheppard loves to travel, and she has  

visited England, France and Spain.  Her favorite food is 

seafood, and in her words, ñWho doesnôt love pizza?ò   

Mrs. Sheppard attended college at the Ancker School of 

Nursing in St. Paul, Minnesota, and worked on the pediatric 

floor of that same hospital.  In Montana, she worked at a 

convalescent center and the American Red Cross. 

Mrs. Sheppard stated, ñI have 3 grown daughters who are all 

still living in the area. We enjoy doing things with each 

other all the time going out for dinner, movies, theatre, shop-

ping and whatever fun things are happening.ò  She also has 

family in Minnesota. 

As a child, Mrs. Sheppard loved school and didnôt like miss-

ing it.  ñLearning something new each day was very excit-

ing,ò she stated.   

When asked what she likes about Redmond El the most, 

Mrs. Sheppard wrote, ñRedmond El is a very friendly and 

welcoming school.  Everyone has been so nice and helpful I 

have enjoyed my short time at the school already.  Iôm ex-

cited to get to know everyone better at the school.ò 

When asked what she likes most about Redmond Elemen-

tary in an emailed interview, Ms. DiMartino wrote, 

ñEveryone at Redmond El has been so welcoming and 

friendly, which has been wonderful for a newcomer like me. 

I also love that Redmond El is part of the Peacebuilder pro-

gram and am excited to see all of the Peacebuilders in ac-

tion!ò 

Ms. DiMartino has some special memories of her own ele-

mentary days, one of them centering on a book her teacher 

read.  She wrote, ñThe third grade curriculum at my child-

hood elementary school included the book The Last of the 

Really Great Whangdoodles by Julie Andrews.  In the story, 

the main characters must wear ñscrappy capsò to help them 

use their imaginations on their journey to Whangdoodleland.  

In my third grade class, we made our own scrappy caps with 

colors, decorations and symbols and wore these hats each 

day while our teacher read the book to us. I loved this adven-

ture and the encouragement to use our imagination.  I truly 

believe this experience ignited my passion for reading and 

my love of learning!ò 
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Octubre de 2009 

Voces de  

Redmond El  

Guest Columnist: 

Mette Clarke, 

Membership Chair 

Muestra interés, presta atención, 

invol¼crateé 

Si usted piensa que esto es lo que sus 

hijos deberían estar haciendo en la 

escuela é tiene usted toda la raz·n. Pero 

esto es también lo que nosotros como 

padres deberíamos hacer con nuestros 

hijos, dentro y fuera de la escuela. 

Todos hemos leído o escuchado acerca 

de las crecientes tasas de deserción a 

nivel preparatoria (high school). àQu® 

es lo que hace que estos jóvenes no 

quieran esforzarse más en lo referente 

a su educación? Las estadísticas 

muestras que el interés de un niño en 

su educación comienza en el hogar (a 

mí me gusta leer estadísticas, pero no 

muchos comparten mis gustos, así que 

no los aburriré con cifras!). ¿Qué tanto 

interés muestran los padres de estos 

estudiantes en lo que sucede en sus 

vidas? ¿Qué tal usted? ¿Anima a sus 

hijos a participar en deportes y les 

echa porras? ¿Sabe quiénes son sus 

amigos? ¿Sabe qué les dejaron de 

tarea? ¿Les habla acerca de lo que 

están aprendiendo en la escuela? 

Cuando tenía alrededor de 20 años y 

todavía vivía en casa de mis padres, mi 

hermano, que es 8 años menor, traía a 

todos sus amigos a la casa ï varios 

días a la semana. Asumía que esto era 

una molestia para mi madre. Pero 

cuando le pregunté qué le parecía tener 

a todos estos muchachos en la casa 

todo el tiempo, me dijo que los amigos 

de mi hermano eran bienvenidos a 

nuestra casa, porque así ella podía 

conocer a todos los amigos de mi 

hermano, y también porque, si estaban 

en nuestra casa, no se estaban 

metiendo en problemas en otro lado. 

Me acuerdo de esa conversación con mi 

mamá cada vez que veo a través de mi 

ventana y veo el montón de niños 

corriendo en mi patio, saltando en el 

trampolín, jugando basquetbol, 

paseando en bicicleta o en patineta, etc. 

Yo CONOZCO a todos esos niños, y he 

trabajado duro para desarrollar una 

buena relación con ellos y sus padres. 

Juntos, todos nos preocupamos por 

nuestros hijos. Creo firmemente que 

nuestro trabajo como padres es 

asegurarnos de que nuestros hijos están 

seguros, abrigados, bien alimentados, 

educados y, en general, ñbien 

atendidosò ï en casa y en la escuela. 

Por todo esto, fue el paso lógico para 

mí el involucrarme en la educación de 

mis hijos una vez que entraron en la 

escuela. He sido voluntaria en los 

salones de mis hijos siempre que mis 

ocupaciones me lo permiten, los he 

acompañado en viajes de estudios 

cuando he podido, he mantenido una 

comunicación constante con los 

profesores, y eventualmente me 

incorporé a la mesa directiva de 

Redmond Elementary PTSA. Algunas 

veces se siente un poco como en la 

pel²cula ñDi que s²ò (ñYes Manò) con 

Jim Carey, cuyo personaje siempre 

decía que no a todo, no a las 

oportunidades de trabajo, no a las citas 

o a salir con amigos. Pero un día 

decidió decir que sí a algo, y de ahí en 

adelante todo cambió. Toda clase de 

gente maravillosa y oportunidades 

laborales llegaron a su vida porque 

finalmente escogió decir sí. 

Es de esta manera que me siento 

respecto a mi relación con Redmond 

Elementary: porque un d²a dije sí a 

involucrarme activamente, he 

conocido mucha gente maravillosa. 

He hecho grandes amistades y me he 

visto expuesta a un número 

interminable de situaciones que 

agradezco profundamente. Si me 

hubieran preguntado antes de tener 

hijos si me interesaba ser parte de la 

Mesa Directiva de una sociedad de 

padres de familia, pararme enfrente de 

un grupo de personas y expresar mi 

opinión (en mi juventud era 

extremadamente tímida), hacerme 

cargo de un comité, o escribir un 

artículo para el boletín de la escuela, 

hubiera dicho ñPERO CLARO QUE 

NO!ò. Pero .. todos hacemos cosas que 

nunca pensamos que haríamos por 

nuestros hijos. Y eso nos hace mejores 

personas, y a nuestros hijos también. 

Mis hijos saben que lo más importante 

para mí es su educación, su niñez, y su 

futuro porque me ven tomando parte 

cada vez que puedo, y porque siempre 

les estoy preguntando.  

Muestre su interés revisando los 

papeles que llevan sus hijos a la casa, 

preguntándoles sobre sus tareas, 

ayudándoles a comprender sus errores 

(si no les mostramos c·mo hacerlo 

bien, ¿cómo esperamos que aprendan 

de sus errores?), y preguntándoles 

sobre su día y sus amigos. Si tienen 

problemas con la tarea, ayúdeles a 

(Continued on page 10) 
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ñConectando con los estudiantes,  

alentando a las mentes jóvenes,  

esforzándonos por alcanzar la  

excelenciaò 

Del Escritorio de la Directora  

Joyce Teshima, Principal 

Dado que el tema de Octubre es ñel 

esp²ritu de nuestra escuelaò, decid² pre-

guntarles a nuestros estudiantes y per-

sonal lo que esto significa para ellos. 

Los estudiantes me dijeron que el 

ñesp²ritu de nuestra escuelaò est§ en: 

¶ Los colores de la escuela, rojo y negro 

¶ Nuestra mascota, el halcón 

¶ En los equipos deportivos 

¶ Felicidad y Grandiosidad 

¶ Los momentos felices y divertidos 

¶ Los buenos momentos 

¶ Los profesores 

¶ Celebrar que nuestra escuela está aquí 

¶ Ser ñPeacebuildersò 

¶ La canción de Redmond Elementary 

y la canción de los Peacebuilders 

¶ Aprender 

¶ Escribir 

¶ Educación Física 

¶ Ser amable 

¶ Tener Paz en el mundo 

¶ Todas las personas de nuestra escuela 

¶ Tener una meta común 

¶ Estar juntos 

El persona describi· el ñesp²ritu de 

nuestra escuelaò como: 

¶ El sentimiento de pertenencia a un 

grupo 

¶ Comunidad 

¶ Ser parte de la familia de Redmond 

Elementary 

¶ Orgullo y Unidad 

¶ Entusiasmo y Creatividad 

¶ Agradable 

¶ Estar juntos para apoyarnos los 

unos a los otros 

¶ Creer en la escuela 

¶ Un excelente lugar para estar 

¶ conexiones 

¶ atmósfera agradable  

¶ Trabajar juntos de una manera co-

operativa  

¶ Nuestros colores, rojo y negro 

¶ Alegre 

¶ La gente disfruta estar en nuestra 

escuela 

Juntos, todos creamos el orgullo y el 

espíritu de nuestra escuela.  Si todos 

apoyamos lo anterior y promovemos 

nuestras escuelas como lugares de los 

cuales estamos orgullosos y fomenta-

mos nuestro espíritu de equipo, nues-

tros hijos lograrán el éxito en sus estu-

dios y tendrán recuerdos que ateso-

rarán por el resto de sus vidas.  

¿Sab ía Usted Que...?  

¡Todos son bienvenidos a las reuniones de la Mesa Directiva de PTSA! 

Las reuniones se llevan a cabo mensualmente. Puede encontrar las fechas y horarios en el 

calendario en línea de nuestra escuela, o en nuestra publicación semanal.  

Venga y entérese, venga y contribuya. 

 La próxima reunión tendrá lugar el:  

15 Octubre, 7-9 p.m.  Bibllioteca de Redmond Elementary 

Para mayores informes, por favor escríbanos a info@redmondelptsa.org 

Nota de la Editora: A partir de este mes, 

nuestra co-Presidentas tomarán turnos es-

cribiendo artículos sobre asuntos perti-

nentes a nuestra escuela. La columna de 

este mes fue escrita por Janitzia Pizarro. 

Hace algunos días, uno de nuestros 

padres me hizo algunas preguntas bas-

tante v§lidas: ñàPor qu® nuestra PTSA 

perdió tantos miembros de la mesa 

directiva?òòàExiste por ah² 

ñinformaci·n privilegiadaò a la cual 

nosotros los ñcomunes mortalesò no 

tenemos acceso?ò y por ¼ltimo la pre-

gunta más importante de todas: 

ñàTom® la decisi·n adecuada al que-

darme en Redmond Elementary?ò 

Comenzaré con la Pregunta #2: 

ñàTiene la Mesa Directiva de PTSA 

acceso a información privilegiada? La 

respuesta es ¡sí! é y no. 

Una vez al mes, todos lo miembros de 

la Mesa Directiva se reúnen a discutir 

asuntos pertinentes a la escuela y a 

PTSA. Así que ¡sí! ï eso de sentarse 

dos horas enteras a enterarse de cómo 

van las cosas vaya que lo ayuda a uno 

a mantenerse al corriente. Por otro 

lado, nuestra PTSA tiene la peculiar 

característica de tener reuniones abier-

tas, lo que quiere decir que cualquiera 

puede asistir, sea miembro o no. 

Aparte de las reuniones de la Mesa 

Directiva, también tenemos reuniones 

generales, el boletín semanal KIDz 

MAIL, la excelente publicaci·n men-

sual que está usted leyendo: Hawk 

Talk, adem§s de un gran n¼mero de 

recursos en línea. Así que por favor 

créame cuando le digo que, aunque la 

Mesa Directiva sí se entera de las co-

sas un poquito antes que usted, tene-

mos un equipo entero de voluntarios 

que hacen todo lo posible para poner 

esa misma información a su alcance, 

sin que usted tenga que sentarse dos 

horas al mes en una reunión, a menos 

que así lo desee.  

En cuanto a la Pregunta #1: ñàPor qu® 

perdimos tantos miembros de nuestra 

(Continued on page 10) 

Aquí entre nos  

Janitzia Pizarro, PTSA Co-President 
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encontrar las respuestas enseñándoles 

a usar la internet, el globo terráqueo, 

un atlas, una calculadora, un 

diccionario, o saque las tarjetas para 

memorizar las tablas de multiplicar y 

dividir. Involúcrese en su educación y 

en su vida. No creo que los niños 

quieran ñtiempo de calidadò con sus 

padres; creo que los niños quieren 

tiempo real con sus padres. Quieren 

que usted se involucre con ellos, y a 

cambio ellos se involucrarán con 

usted. Como dice el dicho, uno obtiene 

lo que siembra.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Voces de Redmond El (el articulo continua) 

Hace años, antes de tener hijos, 

cuando trabajaba de tiempo completo, 

tenía una compañera de trabajo cuya 

hija estaba a punto de graduarse de 

high school. Nuestro jefe estaba 

felicitando a mi compañera, y al 

tiempo no entendí porqué, si la que se 

iba a graduar era la hija. Cuando mis 

hijos comenzaron a ir a la escuela, por 

fin comprendí: el éxito escolar de la 

hija era en parte el producto del apoyo 

y el tiempo invertido de mi compañera 

en su educación y en su vida. 

Todos tenemos la tendencia a darnos 

crédito por los logros de nuestros 

mesa directiva? Bueno, la respuesta 

está en La Carta. A finales de agosto, 

todas las familias de Redmond Ele-

mentary recibimos una carta en la que 

nos informaron que Redmond Elemen-

tary no est§ al est§ndar esperado de 

acuerdo con los requerimientos de ñNo 

Child Left Behindò, as² que de acuerdo 

a esta ley, tuvimos la opción de cam-

biar a nuestros hijos de escuela. Yo no 

le di mucha importancia al principio, 

dado que, por la manera en que esta 

ley está escrita, el distrito predice que 

en unos pocos años todas las escuelas 

del distrito van a estar por debajo del 

estándar.  Nosotros junto con Einstein 

El sólo tuvimos el dudoso honor de ser 

los primeros. 

Así que, para cuando el plazo terminó 

a mediados de septiembre, más de cien 

familias en el distrito movieron a sus 

hijos de escuela. Entre estas familias 

se encontraban algunos miembros de 

nuestra PTSA, incluyendo nuestra Pre-

sidenta electa. 

¿Por qué? Yo creo que todos ellos tu-

vieron sus muy válidas razones. Cada 

escuela es diferente y, dada la oportu-

nidad, algunos de nuestros miembros 

encontraron otra escuela que respondía 

mejor a sus necesidades. Debo notar 

sin embargo que, mientras estas perso-

nas estuvieron con nosotros, dieron lo 

mejor de sí mismos, y siempre les es-

(Continued from page 9) taré agradecida. Para acabar pronto, no 

sé bien a bien las razones de otros para 

irse, pero le puedo decir a usted mis 

razones para quedarme. 

Primero  -  ¡qué grosero de mi parte no 

haberlo hecho antes! ï permítame pre-

sentarme: mi nombre es Janitzia Piza-

rro y junto con Lisa Lange, somos las 

nuevas presidentas electas de PTSA.  

Antes de ser ñla Sra. Presidentaò, me 

ha tocado hacer casi de todo para 

PTSA. A lo largo de los años he hecho 

copias para los maestros, palomitas 

para los niños, organizado la Feria de 

Ciencias, publicado el boletín semanal, 

he estado a cargo del Passport Club y 

un montón de chambitas más. 

Soy la orgullosa madre de dos niños 

con necesidades especiales, morenitos, 

y en nuestra casa se habla español. 

Hemos experimentado en carne propia 

los problemas ï y la belleza ï que la 

diversidad brinda a nuestra escuela. 

Cuando nos mudamos a los Estados 

Unidos hace unos seis años, pudimos 

haber escogido cualquier escuela en el 

área para nuestros hijos. Escogimos 

Redmond Elementary. Hace cuatro 

años nos mudamos, y a mis hijos les 

tocaba ir a Horace Mann, pero igual 

decidimos quedarnos en Redmond El. 

Sí fui i le eché una miradita a Mann, 

me parecieron bien los profesores, me 

encantó el edificio ï ¡tienen un salón 

de Arte, imagínese nada más! -, pero 

Aquí entre nos (el articulo continua) 

hijos, pero a cambio necesitamos 

aceptar algo de la culpa por los 

fracasos. Claro que toma mucho 

tiempo, esfuerzo y apoyo de nuestra 

parte el asegurarnos de que nuestros 

hijos tengan éxito en su vida, 

empezando desde sus primeros años 

escolares, pero ¿no es esto mejor que 

la alternativa? Tenemos que 

asegurarnos de que cada estudiante 

termine al menos su educación media 

superior. La mayoría de las personas 

no planea fallar; pero falla en planear. 

Muestre interés, preste atención, 

invol¼creseé 

no nos acomodó. Como que le faltaba 

espíritu, eso que aprendí a querer y 

apreciar en la gente y el personal de 

nuestra escuela. 

Aquí en Redmond Elementary, mis 

hijos no se sienten diferentes, porque 

aquí todos somos diferentes, no sólo 

en apariencia sino en nuestros estilos 

de vida.  Aquí mis hijos recibieron 

clases de ELL, que no todas las escue-

las tienen. Y sí, mis hijos tienen 

ñnecesidades especialesò, pero para el 

personal de Redmond Elementary, mis 

niños son personas muy especiales, sin 

mayores etiquetas, y no sólo los cui-

dan, sino que realmente los aprecian. 

Aquí en Redmond Elementary, mis 

hijos han crecido personal y académi-

camente. Sus profesores han sabido 

apreciar sus dones y han buscado alter-

nativas a sus problemas.  Les ha ido 

bien en sus evaluaciones, también en 

el WASL, y sus calificaciones son en-

tre buenas y excelentes. 

No hay un número con el cual pueda 

cuantificar nuestras razones, pero ese 

es exactamente el punto, que para 

nuestra comunidad los números son lo 

de menos. Comparado contra las cosas 

que realmente importan,  el salón de 

arte siempre tuvo las de perder. 

Claro que, cuando tantas familias 

dejaron Redmond El, tanto nuestra 

escuela como PTSA tuvimos que lidiar 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Passport Club Itinerary  

The Passport Club check day for Octo-

ber is October 30.  Below is the  itiner-

ary for the first three levels.  

Level 1:  Australia, United States of 

America, Brazil, Democratic  

Republic of the Congo, Thailand 

Level 2:  France, Angola, Vietnam, 

Italy, Namibia 

Level 3:  Ecuador, Poland, Haiti,  

Bhutan, Sudan 

Passport Club Presents:  
United Nations Day 

All students are invited to participate 

in Passport Club United Nations Day 

on October 30th by wearing traditional 

clothing from their familyôs country or 

heritage!  Students that come to 

October Check Day wearing their 

traditional  outfits and show the 

checker where their country of origin 

is  located on the world map will earn 

a special itinerary color stamp. 

The basic ground rules that MUST be 

observed are as follows: 

¶ Students may wear costumes that 

reflect their heritage.  NO 

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES! 

¶ Weapons of ANY KIND should not 

be a part of the costumes. 

¶ Please maintain weather appropriate 

clothing. 

¶ Attire should be comfortable for use 

throughout the day, for P.E. and other 

school activities, or worn on top of 

regular clothing and easy to take off 

after the morning Passport check. 

¶ Please dress your child in an outfit 

that is NOT of value (lost clothing/

accessories will not be the 

responsibility of the school). 

For additional information or to 

volunteer for this great event,  

please contact  

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org. 

Enrichment  

PTSA Sponsor Chess Club for Second Year  

Elena Savage, adapted from Chess Club Flyer 

For the second 

year, Redmond 

Elementary 

PTSA is offering 

a school chess 

club at Redmond Elementary. 

Coached by David Hendricks, students 

will learn chess basics, openings, end 

game principles, middle game strate-

gies, and a multitude of beginner and 

advanced strategies such as pins, 

forks, X-rays and blockades. Students 

will also learn how to compete, and 

one Saturday a month students will 

have the option of attending a tourna-

ment in the Seattle-area.  

Students will be divided into two 

classesðbeginner/intermediate in one 

class and advanced students in a sec-

ond class. The advanced class is for 

players with NWSRS ratings of 600 

and above--ï they will get harder ma-

terial and more tournament preparation 

drills. The beginner class is for players 

who are new to chess or who are un-

rated or with ratings below 600. Kids 

that raise their rating above 600 may 

be promoted to the advanced class 

during the year.  

Coach Hendricks has 

been coaching ele-

mentary chess clubs 

for 10 years. He is the 

Scholastic Director 

for the Washington 

Chess Federation, and 

was the Director of the Microsoft 

Chess Club. He plays regularly in 

Washington and National Chess tour-

naments, coaches many private chess 

students, and runs summer chess and 

sports camps. He is an electrical and 

software engineer and designed com-

puter hardware and software for Mi-

crosoft and Hewlett Packard compa-

nies. 

Redmond Elementary Chess Club will 

meet every Wednesday beginning Oc-

tober 7, 2009 through April, 2010. The 

Beginner/Intermediate class meets 

from 2:15 pm to 3:300 pm. The Ad-

vanced class meets from 3:45 pm to 

5:00 pm.  The cost is $230 per student 

for the full year , which includes 26 

chess club sessions, the license fee for 

the chess website, all the chess equip-

ment and supplies needed, handouts, 

in-class trophies and medals, and the 

coachôs attendance at one Sat tourna-

ment per month.  All are welcome!  

For more information, please visit  

http://www.redmondelptsa.org/

enrichment/chess.html or contact 

Andy.Christensen@microsoft.com 

alternativamente con sentimientos de 

tristeza, incredulidad, enojo y acepta-

ción. Sin embargo, por cada familia 

que nos dejó, muchas más decidieron 

quedarse, y por cada oficial de PTSA 

que decidió irse, muchos más volunta-

rios tomaron la decisión de ayudarnos 

a salir adelante.  La verdad, en estos 

momentos nos sentimos más queridos 

que nunca, ¡GRACIAS! 

Así que los invito a todos ustedes que-

ridos lectores a mostrar el amor a la 

camiseta - ¡Arriba los halcones! ï y 

sentirse orgullosos de todas las cosas 

que hacen a su propia familia Diferen-

te y Especial. El 30 de octubre celebra-

remos nuestro primer Día de las Na-

ciones Unidas. Por favor anime a su 

estudiante a participar usando un traje 

típico de su región, país o herencia 

cultural, y compartiendo su riqueza 

cultural con sus compañeros de clase.  

Somos Redmond Elementary. Somos 

únicos. Somos diferentes. Somos espe-

ciales. A mucho orgullo. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Aquí entre nos  
(el articulo continua) 
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Student Page  

Submitting Student work 
 

Students: Are you interested in submitting your writing, draw-

ing, or other printable creative work to the Hawk Talk? Weôd 

love to see it! 

You can send it to us via the office or email (or have  

your parents email it) to hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If  

your submission passes our editorial review, weôll publish it in 

the next Hawk Talk as room permits. 

Be sure to include your name and teacherôs name on your sub-

missions so we can contact you and return your original work 

to you. 

Be a part of  the  
Passport Re - Check Team!   

Help us re-check students who 

were absent or unprepared during 

regular Check Day. 

What: You choose the grade! 

When: The week after Check 

Dayðyou  work out the specific 

date/time with the teachers! 

Where: Redmond El 

How long: 30 minutes 1x/month 

7x/year 

Please call 425-881-3401 or email 

passportclub@redmondelptsa.org 

Alyssa Clarke, 6th grade, grew 

giant sunflowers over the sum-

mer.  Here are a few photos 

from the project beginning to 

end. Redmond El Skate Day was held o n Friday, October 2, at the 

Bellevue Skate King.  150+ people attended, and we raised 

about $1.00 per skateré.but overall, we had a LOT of fun!!!

Below are photos from the event. 

Skate King photos by Elena Savage 
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Photos by Elena Savage 

Take a look! 

Check out the PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org 

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more.  If you think of 

other information youôd like to see on the site, contact the  

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org. 

On September 26, the first grade classes had 

a presentation by Nature Visions on the Life 

Cycle of the Salmon.  Ginny Ballard, the  

facilitator, engaged the students in various 

activities. These are photos from that presen-

tation. Take a moment to sit down with your 

first grader and let them tell you about these 

photos! 

Student Page  


