Unit 2.8.46
Membership *
President *‘
Elizabeth Hansford

Redmond Elementary PTSA i everychild .one voice

September 2007

Editors: Kerry Lodge & Alina Mars

Welcome Message From PTSA President

To all of our returning
students and families,
Welcome Back! If you are
new to the Redmond Ele-
mentary community, a
very warm welcome to you
and we all look forward to
getting to know you better.

Although our summer
was shorter and unfortu-
nately not as sunny as it
could be, | hope you and
your families had a won-
derful break.
to start the year on a great
note.

We have a number of
new faces joining our
Board this
information about every-
one on page 3. We con-
tinue to enjoy working in
concert with our principal
Janice Heid, and our
teacher representatives,
Denise Gross and Michele
Nice. Ms. Gross is a new
face for us this year on the
Board, welcome!

Our core mission re-
mains the same. To sup-
port the students, their
families, and the teachers
and staff of our school
through school and com-
munity support services;
curriculum enrichment
opportunities; and facilitat-
ing teacher, student, fam-
ily, and community com-
munication.

Supporting our Students.

year .

We have a very diverse
student population at Red-
mond El. Some kids like
science, others the arts,
and still others prefer
sports or reading. A pri-
mary goal of the PTSA this
year is to provide a wide
range of experiences to
keep students excited
about learning and school.
This means things like:

1 Continuing our

We danitly enricla- d y
ment themes (see
page 6)

1 Focusing on sci-
ence through on-
Jomgiseiénte pifo-
grams and a Sci-
ence Fair in Feb-
ruary

1 Providing artistic
outlets through the
Reflections pro-
gram and a full
month focused on
the arts in January

1 Starting a new
geography pro-
gram called the
Passport Club
(see page 7)

i Offering opportuni-
ties for students
who would like to
challenge them-
selves more aca-
demically such as
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the Math Olympiad
program

1 Encouraging our
kids to get out and
get active, culmi-
nating in the
spring Hawk Walk
and Run

Supporting our School.
Many of the programs
we support year after year
include grants for teach-
ers, field trip transporta-

tion, Neighborhood
Schoolhouse, and the
Lunch Buddy Program.
Additionally, PTSA pro-
vides support for school

n gkrvices like vision and
hearing screening, school
pictures, arrive safe day
and the health room.

Fostering a strong, inclu-
sive sense of school com-
munity.

Wedre | ooki
a number of great events
this year that encourage all
of our Redmond EIl com-
munity to get out and inter-
act. Look for our Fall Car-
nival in September, Spirit
Day, Skate Nights in Octo-
ber and March. And, of
course, the Hawk Walk in
April.

To do all this, we need
your help.

Become a PTSA member.
By joining, you add

(Continued on pagg)
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\ k Calendar

9  Sept. 4- School
Starts

I  Sept. 13 - Curricu-

lum Night

I  Sept. 14 - Popcorn

Day

I Sept. 20-PTSA
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PTSA: Everyone benefits

More than 30 years of re-
search shows that children do
better when their parents and
families are
involved both at home and at
school. Grades are higher. Test
scores rise. Self-esteem grows.
Schools improve. You can make
these outcomes a reality for your
child, your school, and your
community by being involved in
PTSA. Here are seven great
reasons to join:

1. Bein the know. PTSA helps
you keep up with what's happen-
ing at your school. And you'll
find out what you can do to
make a difference for your child
and to make your school an
even

better place.

2. Access great resources.
When you are part of PTSA, you
have access to resources on
topics ranging from childhood
obesity to bullying to talking with
your child about drugs and alco-
hol, both online and in-person.
PTSA is a great resource not
only for your school and commu-
nity but also for you as you navi-

Hawk Talk
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iS nowyour voice to a large
easier than ever. Qheck nhumber of supporters of

education issues at the
local, state and national
level.

Support our fundraising
efforts.

Our budget this year
is robustly allocated to
provide a comprehen-
sive enrichment program
that focuses on math,
science, geography and
the standard programs
we support each year
(field trip transportation,
teacher support to name
a few). Our projected
spending is quite ag-
gressive which means
we ol | need

gate the parenting process.

3. Make connections.
Whether you attend PTSA
meetings and events or just
link in via e-mails

and newsletters, through
PTSA you'll connect with oth-
ers who share your concern
for children

and their education. PTSA is
a way to meet others and
build relationships.

4. Hone your skills. Joining
PTSA doesn't mean you have
to volunteer. PTSA doesn't
require its members to volun-
teer. While you are certainly
more than welcome to do so,
helping at school and with
PTSA events and programs is
a strictly voluntary, personal
decision. If you decide to
volunteer, in PTSA you'll have
the opportunity to use what
you know, try new things, and
develop your skills.

5. Speak up. PTSA is a fo-
rum for exchanging ideas.
Your membership can be a
means to effectively suggest
changes at your child's school

funds to cover our costs
and prepare for next
year.

Volunteer.

Many of our programs
are fueled not by dollars,
but rather by the giving
of time. All of our great
enrichment and commu-
nity building activities
require volunteers from
our community of par-
ents. We REALLY need
your help this year to be
able to support all of
students with a great
educational experience.

We know that everyone
is busy and has many
commitments, but every

t olittles it totings. Your I e

and to be involved in making
them happen. Through PTSA
you can be a more effective
advocate for your child and all
children.

6. Be part of the solution.

PTSA has been a driving force

in establishing school lunch
programs, after school pro-
grams, community wide safety
initiatives, TV and Internet rat-
ing standards, and more. You
can play a part in improving
the world for your child.

7. Be arole model for your
child. Through your involve-

ment in PTSA, not only will you

help your child and all children
receive a better education but
you'll show your child how
much you value education.
You also will teach your child
about giving back to the com-
munity.

Everyone is invited to join

time WILL make a differ-
ence! Fill in the volun-
teer forms that will be
coming home with your
children and/or contact a
board member for more
information and let us
know how you are inter-
ested in helping out.

in the First Day Packet or find
our brochure in the school
main lobby.

About PTSA

PTSA and National PTA
comprise nearly 6 million par-
ents and other concerned
adults devoted to the educa-
tional success of children and
the promotion of parent in-
volvement in schools. PTSA
is a registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization that prides
itself on being a powerful voice
for all children, a relevant re-
source for families and com-
munities, and a strong advo-
cate for public education.
Membership in PTSA is open
to anyone who is concerned
with the education, health,
and welfare of children and
youth.

PTSA. For more information on

becoming a member of Red-
mond Elementary PTSA,
please visit
www.redmondelptsa.org, look
for your membership envelope
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2007/2008 PTSA Board Members

President

Elizabeth Hansford
425 702-3419
elizha@microsoft.com

Executive Vice President

Laura English
425-818-5355
laura@lauraenglish.net

VPs of Communication

kerry Lodge
425-556-9607
kerrylodge@msn.com

Alina Mars
425-869-5426
alina.mars@verizon.net

"

VPs of Community
Services

Jan LaFond
425-883-4961
jan.lafond@comcast.net

Kay Heine
425-881-7239
kaylorr@yahoo.com

Photo
Not
Avail-
able

VPs of Curriculum
Enrichment

Tasha Moreno
425-220-2737
tasha@hearmeroar.net

Steve Hitch
425-883-2646
hitchfamily@verizon.net

VPs of Fundraising

Maria Benson

425-869-7822
glbenson@seanet.com

Elaine Paul

425-881-0930
elainejpaul@hotmail.com

VPs of School Services

Katie Chilcott
425-882-0849
katie.chilcott@verizon.net

Linda Pangborn
4255224523
rlpangl@comcast.net

Secretary Treasurer Legislative Rep(s)
OPEN
Brenda Emigh Allen Mette Clarke
425-445-7892 425-869-9380
brendae318@yahoo.com mette@anmelectric.com
Membership Chairs Phot Teacher Principal
o) Representatives
_ Not
Suzie Conner Avail- Denise Gross
425-442-4768 able dgross@Iwsd.org T [N
connor- o
heid@Iwsd.org

clans5@comcast.net

Janitzia Pizarro
425-881-3402
jnpg@verizon.net

Michele Nice

mnice@Iwsd.org

Please contact any one of us if you
are interested in filling the open
position.




