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" Notes from Laura
Laura English, PTSA President

4 When my family and I
moved here from Charlotte, NC in
2006, we were quickly made to feel at
home by our neighbors. They also
immediately invited me to the First
Day Packet stuffing in August, 2006.
Impressed by the community that
supported Redmond El, I became
increasingly active in the PTSA,
focusing mostly on Arts Enrichment.

By the 2007/08 school year, I was the
Executive vice President, and this year
I find myself in the role of PTSA
President. I’m not exactly sure how [
got here, but here [ am, and [ am
excited to be an advocate for the
success of our school, our community
and specifically the children at
Redmond Elementary.

As a Navy Brat who was “Made in
Japan” (and my parents would kill me
if they knew I wrote that) and then
“Born in Maryland,” from birth until
now I’ve moved 17 different times,
including three stints overseas
(Keflavik, Iceland; Naples, Italy;
London, England). With a Masters
Degree in Industrial and
Organizational Psychology, I have

worked as a Change Management
continued on page 2
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Students eagerly check out who their new teachers are before the Meet and Greet

held August 28th.
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Elaine Paul, Fundraising VP

At Curriculum Night on
September 11, the
PTSA, with your help,
hopes to fund transpor-
tation for two class field trips, school
assemblies, teachers’ grants, 3rd Grade
swimming lessons, Science Night,
Passport Club, the Reflections Pro-
gram, Math Olympiad and much,
much more.

To fund everything the PTSA hopes to
accomplish this year, we must raise
$66,022 We are asking for a $66 per
student or more contribution to help
with this cost and the shortfall will be

Pri.nciBpal mgde up Byeowr fraditional fundraisers.

Please bring along your checkbook or
cash to Curriculum Night on Septem-
ber 11th and give as generously as you
can. Can’t make it to Curriculum

OPass t

he Hat 6

Night? No problem, just send your
donation to school with your

child. Did you know that many em-
ployers will match your donation?
Check with your HR Department for
more information. If there is a giving
campaign at your place of work,
please consider the Redmond E1 PTSA
as a place to donate. We will be col-
lecting any donations for Pass the Hat
until the first week in October.

Thank you for whatever your family
manages to contribute. Every dollar
raised goes directly to supporting our
children and our school!

For more information, contact Elaine Paul at
fundraising@redmondelptsa.org,
(425) 881-0930 or go to

http://www.redmondelptsa.org/
for 2008/09 school budget information.
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Notes from Laura
(Continued from page 1)

Consultant in the past and this fall, I
begin a Life Coaching certificate
program which will complement my
psychology and consulting background.

I also still dabble in my small
photography business, which I started
in 2004. My family and I continue to
enjoy our new hometown, especially
the nature, the cool Seattle area vibe,
and all the great people we are
meeting. The weather is another
story...but you know my pain.

I look forward to meeting you this
year, both as a parent (my daughter is
in third; my son is in first) and a PTSA
member. Redmond El is a unique
school with unique challenges, and
every day I see ways in which the
PTSA has made a positive difference.
Going forward, I hope to focus most of
the PTSA’s energies on Curriculum
Enrichment so our school can improve
the learning environment for children
across all abilities, whether it be

special needs, ELL, at standard or high
achievers. Each child deserves to be
engaged, stretched and successful.

I often refer to our school as “The
Little Engine That Could:” we do a lot
with so little. I hope that you, as I did
a few years ago, will feel compelled to
help out with our fundraising
initiatives and/or our volunteer
opportunities when and where you
have the ability. Every little (or big)
bit counts.

Please contact me or anyone on the
PTSA if you need a hand or just a new
friend. And please bear with me as |
bumble through this year in my new
capacity: [ may forget names, [ may
flake on minor details, but rest assured
I have the best interest of the school in
mind. As the Little Engine says, “I
think I can, I think I can, I think I
can...I KNOW I can!”

Welcome to Redmond E1 2008-2009!
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Redmond Elementary PTSA

Working with the families, teachers, staff, and students of Redmond

averyehild ancveice. Elementary to create a world-class school with a culture of achievement.

Contact us

President: Laura English
Executive VP: Koquisa Taylor
Newsletter Editor: Elena Savage
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org

Membership Report
By Mette Clarke, Membership co-Chair

Membership Goal: 250 members

web site:www.redmondelptsa.org
email: info@redmondelptsa.org
phone: you can contact any board mem-
ber via the school office at 425.702.3419

Treasureros Re
By Kerry Lodge, Treasurer

Beginning Balance.......... $16,355.05
(7/1/2008)

R Income (Jul-Aug)............. $1,367.95
g ‘?? - 'Pm Expenses (Jul-Aug)........... $552.78
f ) :M EERDEEEEEF Ending Balance.............. $17,160.14
kmﬁ\ - (8/22/08)
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Monthly Themes
Calendar for
2008/2009

For the past several years Redmond
EL PTSA and the school have organ-
ized activities around themed months.

Due to the hustle and bustle of the
start and finish of the school year,
September and June do not have a
theme. The themes scheduled for this
year are as follows:

October: School Spirit
November: Math

December: Community Service
January: Art

February: Reading

March: Science

April: Our Earth

May: Writing

If you have any ideas for these
themes or would like to help carry out
a specific theme for this year, please
contact

Laura English at
president@redmondelptsa.org.

The Passport Club © needs
Checkers!

Checkers listen while students point to
the countries they have learned that
month. Many volun-

teers regard this as one

of the most rewarding

activities they have

ever participated in!

Training, coffee and

astries included!
P

When: Last Friday of every month, from
9 a.m. to 10:40 a.m. at Redmond El

How often: Your choice: once, twice or
for all 9 events of the year.

Please call Janitzia at 425.881.3402 or
email passportclub@redmondelptsa.org
for more information.
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Fr om
Janice Heid, Principal

Welcome to the 2008/2009 school year

at Redmond Elementary! Over the next
year, I’'m looking forward to working in
partnership with each of you!

Our goal at Redmond El is to make
sure your child’s education is the best
it can be, and none of us—teachers,
staff or administrators—could do that
without the help of you, our parents.
You are your child’s first teacher, and
you play an important role in setting
the stage for educational success.

Y our expectations for hard work, as-
signment completion and appropriate
behaviors makes a huge difference in
your children’s success and the suc-
cess of those around them. We rely on
you to help our children be ready to
learn and succeed every day.

As parents you also have the opportu-
nity to champion your children here at
Redmond El and support the role
teachers, staff and administrators play
in your child’s education. Your mem-
bership in the PTSA, for just $10.00
an individual or $18.00 a family, help

Did you Know?

Everyone is welcome to attend the
PTSA Board meetings!

Meetings are held monthly - always
on a Thursday evening and run from
7-9pm. Come to listen, come to learn,
or come to contribute.

2008-2009 Board Meeting Dates

September 18, October 9,
November 13, January 8,
February 12, March 12, April 16,
May 14

For more information email
info@redmondelptsa.org
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Principal 0s

us to fund excellent programs in art,
music and academic enrichment.

Your volunteer hours also make a huge
difference for your child and all our
children. I know that your time is pre-
cious, but consider volunteering just
one hour a week. Each family volun-
teering just one hour a week would be
the equivalent of 360 hours a week—
or equal to nine full time employees
every week. Imagine what we could
do with another nine educators work-
ing forty hours a week!

Communication plays a very important
role in your child’s education, which is
why one of our goals as administra-
tors, teachers and staff is to make sure
everyone knows what is going on. In
addition to regular parent-teacher con-
ferences and daily interaction between
you and your child’s teachers, we have
several weekly or monthly publica-
tions to help keep you “in the know.”
KIDzeMAIL, emailed weekly to all
families who provide us with an email
address, provides you with current
events, educational websites and vol-
unteer opportunities. The HawkTalk
is the printed PTSA newsletter your
child will bring home once a month.
This year, we will be sending home a
“Weekly Flyer,” which will also give
you an overview of current events, and

Famous

DﬁeR% gc hing
young minds, striving for
excellencebo

Redmond Elementary also has a new
website this year. Please take a look:
http://schools.lwsd.org/redmond/.

We have many wonderful programs
planned for this year, and we will also
continue to focus on math. We are in
our second year of our Washington
State Helping Corps Grant, which paid
for 13 staff members to attend a 3-day
math conference this summer. We
spent the first day learning about the
new math standards from the state, the
second day working with experts from
the University of Washington, and on
day 3 we learned what other schools
were doing to build successful math
programs and worked together on ways
to improve our own math instruction.
It was a wonderful opportunity!

This year, we will also be piloting a
new math facts program called FASTT
Math, starting in late October. FASTT
Math is a computer program that helps
students memorize their math facts.
You can find out more by visiting
http://www.tomsnyder.com/fasttmath/
tour.html.

With all of us working together, it’s
going to be a great year. Please call
me at 425.702.3419 or email me at
Jheid@lwsd.org with any questions or
concerns. | am always available to help.

Birthdayés Answers

John Adams the 2nd President of the United States, was born October 30, 1735 in Braintree (Quincy)

Massachusetts.’

John Chapman American pioneer and orchardist known as "Johnny Appleseed," the prototype for
characters in American folklore, was born on September 24, 17752
Debbi Fields founder of Mrs. Fields Cookies, Inc., was born on September 18, 1956 in

Oakland, California.*

Robert McCloskey, author of Make Way for Ducklings and Blueberries for Sal, to name just two, was born

on September 15, 1914.!

Mary Church Terrell , educator, political activist, and the first president of the National Association of
Colored Women, was born on September 23, 1863 in Memphis, Tennessee.?

!'Information found online at http.//www. waterborolibrary.org/oldsite/index.html

2 Information found online at http.://www.aboutfamouspeople.com

3 Information found online at http.//www.americaslibrary.gov

4 Information found online at http.//www.financial-inspiration.com/Debbi-Fields-biography.html

Hawk Talk
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Around the World in 180 Days
Lynne Erickson, creator of the Passport Club© and Janitzia Pizzaro, PTSA Passport Club© co-chair

Redmond Elementary PTSA is proud
to once again sponsor the Passport
Club© program at Redmond Elemen-
tary! This program started in 2007
with the participation of all students
from grades 1 to 6. It was a big suc-
cess, with an average of 88.2% of par-
ticipants earning a Level Certificate.

Did you know that since the 1950s the
number of countries in the world has
more than doubled? Is it any wonder
that all of us—parents, students and
teachers—are scrambling to keep up?
Because of this, teachers have a diffi-
cult time finding updated geographic
material that is fun and accurate. The
Passport Club© is updated every year,
and the individualized, sequential, year
-long program not only enhances any
other geography study a teacher
chooses, it gets students excited about
geography by allowing to find and
then explore different geographical
locations.

Not only does the Passport Club©
encourage exploration and discovery,
it reinforces important geographical
knowledge with every year of partici-
pation. For example, if a student com-
pletes LEVEL ONE in first grade and
begins LEVEL TWO in second grade,
half the locations learned will be new,
and half will be a review of locations
learned the previous year. Going from
LEVEL TWO to LEVEL THREE
means that 2/3 of the locations learned
will be a review of the previous year
and 1/3 will be new locations.

For the most advanced students,
LEVEL FOUR includes all the coun-
tries in the world and there is the op-
tional U.S.A. Special Itinerary for ex-
tra challenge. Starting in the 2009/10
school year, LEVEL FIVE will be
open-ended enough to challenge stu-
dents for several years. A child who
participates in the program throughout
elementary school should enter middle

=1

=

A Great Big THANK YOU to our volunteers who
worked over their summer break!

July

Derby Days Booth: Thanks to everyone who helped set-up, take-
down, and everything in between! Elizabeth Hansford, Suzie
Connor, Janitzia Pizarro, Sarah Keimig, Maria Benson, Shelia
Kandeler, Alice Fleck, Kerry Lodge, Kay Heine, Jennifer Forrest,
Laura English, Elena Savage, and Steve Hitch.

August

The Passport Club: Co-chairs: Janitzia Pizarro and Kara Hodges.
Stamp Cutting: Celia Galindo de Pizarro. Map Coloring: Jordi
and Adrian Monterrubio. Clerical Help: Jenny Rickman, Tina
Havir, Ed English, Russ Pangborn, Linda Pangborn and Laura Eng-
lish. Special Thanks to: Jennifer Mason from Rose Hill PTSA for
her great ideas and motivation; Caitlin at Staples for going the
extra mile to deliver 5000+ maps of excellent quality, at a great

price.

=

Hawk Talk

school highly confident about their
geographic knowledge. The Passport
Club© is not only for the kids, though:
many parents have said that their own
geographic knowledge has been en-
hanced simply by helping their own
children to study. As well, parents
who help out with the program--
whether it be cutting stamps for the
students’ “passports,” checking stu-
dents’ knowledge on “Passport Check
Day” or blogging Red the Bear’s trav-
els—have the unique satisfaction of
being direct participants in our stu-
dents’ learning experience.

The first “Passport Check Day” of the
2008/09 school year will be October 3.
If you would like to know more about
The Passport Club© or volunteer for
this awesome program, please visit
www.redmondelptsa.org or email
passportclub@redmondelptsa.org.

FALL CArNIVAL is
October 4

Join your friends, bring your family for
this great Redmond Elementary event!

Picture Day is
September 18th

Remember to wear your best smile!
Look for more information coming
home in Thursday packets.

The Passport Club © needs Stamp
Cutters!

You can contribute to this great program
from home, at your own pace! We pro-
vide the stamp sheets, you provide the
scissors and your cutting skills. Time
commitment: 4-5 hours spread over 3+
months.

Please call Janitzia at 425.881.3402 or
email passportclub@redmondelptsa.org
for more information.

September 2008
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Elena Savage, Jenny Rickman, Reflections Co-Chair, and Laura English, PTSA President

“WOW!” That one word is the
2008/2009 Reflections theme, which is
sure to elicit a wide variety of wonder-
ful interpretations from our creative
students. Reflections is a National
PTA and Washington State PTA cul-
tural arts competition that provides
students the opportunity to express
themselves through their own original
works. Themes of past years have
included “I Can Make a Difference
By...” and “Home” (find some exam-
ples of last year’s work in the student
section on page 6).

Board Seeks Advocacy Rep

Are you interested in public policy and
politics? You have the opportunity to
be an influential contributor to our
community!

The Redmond E1 PTSA Board needs a
Legislative/Advocacy Representative.
This position communicates the
PTSA’s perspective on educational
funding and policy to appropriate deci-
sion-makers. You will be responsible
for educating and motivating PTSA
members on legislative issues, build-
ing support for key policies at Red-
mond El and organizing Redmond El
to participate in Legislative Assembly
Day in Olympia during February.

No experience necessary. Training,
resources and relevant communication
are provided. This is a Standing Chair
position and requires attendance at
board Meetings. Time commitment is
approximately 1-2 hours a week with
more required during Legislative Ses-
sion.

More information about Legislation
and Advocacy can be found at
www.wastatepta.org/legislation. htm,
Contact Laura English at
president@redmondelptsa.org if you
are interested in this position.

September 2008

Students in kindergarten through grade
12 can participate in Reflections by
submitting an entry in any of six cate-
gories such as literature, music compo-
sition, photography, visual arts, film/
video or choreography/dance. Partici-
pation in the Reflections Program is
organized by grade level, and student
works are critiqued against others in
the same grade division. This allows
recognition and judging of artwork
according to appropriate developmen-
tal age and skill levels.

Support your children to channel their
inner artist by encouraging them to

Legislative Corner

submit an entry to this year’s program!
More information will be sent home
regarding the specifics of this program
(dates, guidelines, etc.). Inthe mean-
time, your children can start their pro-
jects now if they are so inclined.

If you have any questions or would
like to help with this wonderful pro-
gram, contact Jenny Rickman at
reflections@redmondelptsa.org. The
Redmond EI PTSA site provides more
details, and the state PTA site
www.wastatepta.org/programs/
Reflections/reflect.htm provides more
information about the program.

This column is meant to provide a location for our parents, teachers, staff, and
students to find more information about legislative issues.

Who are your representatives

We’re working on getting this infor-
mation posted on the PTSA website
but for now, here is a listing of repre-
sentatives from the Redmond Elemen-
tary School area.

School District
Superintendant Dr. Chip Kimball
Ravi Shahani, LWSD Board-Region 5

Washington State
Governor Christine Gregoire
Representative Ross Hunter
Representative Deborah Eddy
Senator Rodney Tom

Federal

President George W. Bush
Senator Patty Murray
Senator Maria Cantwell
Representative Jay Inslee

Register to Vote
Important Dates

October 4: Last day for mail-in and
online voter registrations and transfers
for the November 4 General Election

October 20: Last day of in-person
registration for voters not currently
registered in Washington State for the
November 4 General Election

November 4:GENERAL ELECTION

To register to vote in person, visit the
King County Elections Department at
919 S.W. Grady Way

Renton, WA 98057

phone: 206-296-8683

For more information on registering to
vote visit Attp://www.secstate.wa.gov/
elections/register.aspx

Take a look!

Check out the PTSA website at www.redmondelptsa.org

It has a wealth of information about all of our programs and much more. If

you think of

ot her

information vy

webmaster at webmaster@redmondelptsa.org.

Hawk Talk
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Student Works

A new addition to the Hawk Talk this year is a page set aside for student works. This month we’re featuring entries from the
2007/2008 Reflections competition. For information on this year’s Reflections competition, see page 5.
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“Making One Act of Random Kindness At a
Time” by Sarah Johnson; Reflections theme
“I Can Make a Difference By....”

1| U Waki &
[ LY Y

“Feeding My Venus Flytrap” By Trevor
Lange; Received an Award of Excellence at
LWSD Council Level

Can wagw, £ .
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Recycling by Lauren Mars; Reflections
theme “I Can Make a Difference By....”

“I can make a difference by helping others”
by Maddison Lodge

“I can make a difference by not littering” by
Nathan Chilcott

“Learning and Sharing my Heritage” by
Andrea Deng; Reflections theme “I Can
Make A difference By....”

“Caring for Animals” by Devin English;

Reflections theme “I Can Make a Difference
By....”

Submitting Student work

Students: Are you interested in sub-
mitting your writing, drawing, or other
printable creative work to the Hawk
Talk? We’d love to see it!

You can send it to us via the office or
email (or have your parents email it) to
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org. If your
submission passes our editorial re-
view, we’ll publish it in the next Hawk
Talk as room permits.

Be sure to include your name and
teacher’s name on your submissions so
we can contact you and return your
original work to you.

Hawk Talk
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Grants Play a Key Role in Fundraising
Janice Heid, Principal, Laura English, PTSA President, and Elena Savage

The Redmond Elementary PTSA has
set an aggressive budget of over
$66,000 of spending on enrichment
and school services programs for the
2008-2009 school year. While we do
have fundraising activities, donations
from the community, and employer
matching to help raise these funds,
Redmond Elementary is a school that
benefits greatly from grants.

Some PTSA’s in the Lake Washington
School District able to raise more than
$120,000.00 a year through community
fundraisers and/or donations. Other
schools, like Redmond El, cannot raise
even half that amount because of our
demographics. However, those same
demographics make our school per-
fectly aligned to become the recipient
of grants. In the past few years, the
PTSA has made a concerted effort to
identify and apply for many key grants
to augment our fundraising activities

HAWK WEAR
COMING SOON!

Keep your eyes open for colorful fliers
soon to be coming home in backpacks
and folders!

Some of the items available for
purchase will include:

T-shirts
Sweatshirts
Jackets
Ball caps

All items will be in school colors
and display the Redmond El HAWK

w

et
Redmond Elementary
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and/or help to start new long term or
one-off programs.

Grants often take into consideration
the needs of the community in which
the school is located and the number
of families in need. With nearly 40%
of our population receiving free lunch
(families living in the poverty level)
and the high numbers of English Lan-
guage Learners, we meet many of the
criteria for a school that needs extra
support in raising funds through
grants. Last year we received over
$7,000.00 worth of grants from the
Lake Washington Schools Founda-
tions. These grants included
$1,500.00 to fund an author visit,
$1,200.00 for a Special Education as-
sessment program, and $1,500.00 for a
literacy program for grades K-3. Last
year we also received a grant from the
state that affords us a math specialist
to work with the staff for two years.
This Helping Corps Grant also funded
a three day workshop for over half the
staff last June and is valued at over

$110,000.00. We also received an
Arts Grant from ArtsEd Washington
for $800.00, which the school used to
help pay for an art specialist to work
with the staff.

Grant writing is a very important part
of the financial support of extra pro-
grams and services for Redmond Ele-
mentary, and we have had a great suc-
cess rate of winning nearly every grant

Grants often take into
consideration the needs of the
community in which the school
is located and the number of
families in need

that we’ve applied for. We are always
looking for members of our commu-
nity interested in helping us identify,
write and/or spear head our grant ef-
forts. Please contact Laura English at
president@redmondelptsa.org to lend
a hand or give us some ideas.

Thank you for all of your support with
our school programs and fundraising!

Looking for a fun Reason to spend even more time with your beloved
computer?

This is the perfect

j ob

for you! Red t

looking for a computer savvy friend to help maintain and organize his travel blog.

Please call 425.881.4402 or email passportclub@redmondelptsa.org.

job will go fast!

Donét

Be a part of the Passport Re -Check Team!

Help us re-check students who were absent or unprepared during regular Check Day.

What: You choose the grade!

When: The week after Check Dayd you work out the specific date/time with the

teachers!
Where: Redmond El

How long: 30 minutes 1x/month 7x/year

Please call 425-881-3401 or email passportclub@redmondelptsa.org

Hawk Talk
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2008/2009 PTSA Board Members

Executive VP

President Secretary

Treasurer

=
Laura English
president@redmondelptsa.org

Shelia Kandeler

secretary@redmondelptsa.org

Koquisa Taylor
evp@redmondelptsa.org

Kerry Lodge

treasurer@redmondelptsa.org

VPs of Community Services VPs of School Services

L

Alina Mars

hools

Katie Chilcott Suzie Connor

c ityservices@red Iptsa.org

Linda Pangborn

dmondelptsa.org

vices@r

Membership Co-Chairs

Janitzia Pizarro

Bilge Baykal Elaine Paul
Sfundraising@redmondelptsa.org

horehi ; T
membership@r Iptsa.org

Volunteer
Coordinator

September
11 Curriculum Night
12 g’,‘}' Popcorn Friday

18 Picture Day m

PTSA Board Meeting, 7-9 pm,
Redmond El Library

Jennifer Forrest Christine Menges

7 @red lelptsa.org special 7 7
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| 26 Passport Club Volunteer
! Orientation and Information Ses-
| sion, 9-10 am, Redmond El
: Cafeteria
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The following people all have birthdays in
September or October. Do you know when their
birthday’s are?
John Adams(American President)
John Chapman(American pioneer)
Debbi Fields(US business Executive)
Robert McCloskey (author)
Mary Church Terrell (US Social Reformer)
(answers and more information on
these people can be found on page 3)

Janice Heid
Jheid@lwsd.org

Diane Huseman
dhuseman@lwsd.org

Newsletter Editor

Elena Savage
hawktalk@redmondelptsa.org

Because you might like to be able to

put faces to the names you’ll hear this

year, here we present the 2008/2009
PTSA Board of Directors.

When you see any of us, please feel

free to ask us questions, or just say hi.

VPs of Enrichment

Steve Hitch

Angie Christensen

enrichment@redmondelptsa.org

VPs of Com m_uni_ca_ltion

Anja Rettig

¢ imondelptsa.org

Special e e e e e e e — e m—m - —
~ Needs Liason

Upcoming Events

October
2 Student Assembly, 2:30 pm

3 Passport Check Day for
September

School Carnival, evening
7  NSH Family Fun Night

9  PTSA Board Meeting, 7-9 pm,
Redmond El Library

10 Popcorn Friday@

15 Vision and Hearing Screening

24 NSH Donuts for Dad, Muffins for
Mom, Redmond El Library

Passport Check Day for October

30 School Spirit Day

A

Skate Night, 6-8pm, Belle
Skate King

31 NO SCHOOL—Leap Day

.

vie
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